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fassachussets, have been justly led to observe, that " five
ofthe New England States are now zealously engaged
in the promotion of a cause, from which posterity will
receive ampler and more precious blessings than if they
were to inherit from their ancestors the richest mines of
silver and gold, imbedded in a soil sponfaneously teeming
with the> choicest productions of the earth !"

But to return to the Report before us. After devoting
ten pages to the rather unneecssary and possibly rather
mischievous discussion of the merits of this single de-
bateable point, the worthy Superintendent is led to
regard as a preferable proceeding:

" Morcover, it is not merc supcrintendence over lite schools aud
those to whon they are entrusted, howcvcr necessarv and suc.
r.essful this mav be, whici will procure us good teachers, or Will
even most contribute to crow'n tlcir labours with success, if they
are not themselves suflicient!v cducated; this must be done by
providini means for trainingand instructng them, and for paying
them adequately for their services. ,Thte muost important point,
then, is first to find out what. these means are, and then to put
them in practice for this doub!e object. I am tierefore of opi.
nion that any one of the sumos mentioned in the former part of titis
head, iVhether it coma out of the pockets tf the people or of the
Government, would he mtch more profitably employed if, instead
of paying the local Supcrintenrdents, it vcre applied to the train-
ingof Teachers, by mcans of Normal Schools, and to their in.
struction by means of a Journal of Education, and the Pablic
Libraries to bu establislhed in cach Municipalit.y. as weli as by
mueans of travelhng wrifing nasters,-and also to the proper re.
muneration of the teachers, more especially of those who are
placed at the head of model or superior schools.

Now, wvith respect to, and considering the sinister
bearing of parts of the above quotation, ivefeel ourselves
justified in hinting to Dr. M. that as far asUpper Canada
is concerned, "the means" alluded to hy him, are there,
not only clearly defined, but actually realized; and that,
therefore, Lover Canada. has only, "to do likewise ;"
that the whole of*the evidence adduced bv us-and we
could marshal much more-in favour of County Su-
perintendents, goes to prove tha. such lmeans" cannot be
more eligibly or profitably: enployed titan in paying
these valuable local inspectors; and that, if, instead of
continuing to fish in troubled waters, the worthy Dr.
had left the discussion of debateable points in the Lower
Canada Education Lav to the wretched demagogues
whom he so justly condemns and despises, and struggled
even harder with "' the powers thatbe," in favourofa few
essential and indubitabl!e improvements in the Act,
he might happily, have, ore titis, not only succeeded in
establishing ýa Central Normal Schoo!, and District or
County and Model Schools, combined- with a Provin-
cial Board of Education, but, like his energetict brother
Superintendent in the West, been, ere this, actively en-
gaged in superintending a " onthly Journal," and
giving those "Lectures on Education" in the different
districts, which he has for so many years been re-
garding as so verv desirable. Let titis much be ac-
compli.shcd, and that great spur to the diffusion of use.
fuil knowledge, the establishment of Townskip Librar-
ies, will soonei or later follow :-and then, indeed, all
that tvould remain to be desired, would be thc 1iro-
Posed won der-woring engiines--itinerating writing
mkasters! Pl3t, we hutnbly trust, that these novel
"flouùishin g" adjuncts to our Common School Sys-

em will continue to be dispensed,. witli, tilt an Act

of Parliament shall clcarly and expressly deftne that
teachers in Lower Canada will be expected to b able
to read,-but not to write!

Much more bght he extracted and commented on
but as we-propose devoting as much of our remaining
space as we can affbrd, to the ve.-ryuseful and inierest-
ing, as vell as valuable contents of the Journal of Edu-
cation, for Upper Canada, coupled with a few farther
allusions to those two important desiderata, in LoIr
Canada,-the institution of a Provincial Board of Edu-
cation, coupled with the organization of Normal and
Model Schools, and the imperative necessify of miaking
lar more substantial emolumentary provitsion for teach-
ers tlroughout the Province at large, to encourage a
truly competent and respectable class of individuals to
enguge in that arduous and (ought to be) honourable
profession ;-we shall, for the present, otly observe,
that Dr. M., after getting through the ten conflicting
rival systems, proceeds to the still longer, though less
formidable, array of his 29 proposed amendments in the
present act-alreadv alluded to-followed by additional
remarks thereon; and then, somewhat in inverse order,
quotes from his official report for 1845-6,-various sup.
plementary suggestions "on thre subject of legislation
for public instruction, (the stafe of things being now
in every respect precisely the same as it then was,")-
embracing county academies, normal schtools, a deaf
and durnb school, uniformity of school books, elemen.
tary schools for agricuhutre, and, itough last, not least,
a Journal of Edtucation:-all, as we have admitted,
doubtlessly desirable and important,-but not expected
to be so often recurred to,-unless to rernind our Legis-
lators ofrtheir persevering inattention fo such p-opcr and
Vell weighed suggestions by a zealous and anxious
friend of the people, and conscientios respotttible ser-
vant of the Governmertt. In tahing leave, however, of
Dr. M., ve cannot help adIvc-ting to one of his many
observations in favour of thte exidting Law,-in one
part of which we cordially concur,-while in the other,
we do not recognise the usual calm good sen-se, due apprc-
ciation of facts, or dispassionate language whicht generally
charac-terise the vorthy Dr.'s writings. We allude to
the close ofthe following rather extraordinary passages
in p. 89, 90,-hlie italics in which, are, of course, our
own :

It is not surprising that mnm shnld tihink that some other
system of public instruction would have beceti hetter adaptcd to
the wants of the people of Lower Canada ud to tlhe peculiar
circtnstances in which they arc plied, or tlt the present lav
is iniperfect and needs nmendncnt: 1 or it is difficult, not to say
impossible, for all the friends of popultr edncatiori to be exactlV
of ce mind upon a sulbject of commotî interest, and of such vital
importare to aIl as the subiject of public instruction ;-btt to say
that th ialv laworks we!! noevltrc, that th ire-lot under its Ope.
ration one good school, and that if the JMan.God caine tîgatin
among us, wr should not have a singie good school to offer him ;'
these are merc assertions which must strprise and astonish cvery
one, bold and hazardous llegations wlich calt never meet witl
aneral assent, beause ti the personal knowledge cf every.oto

(hey are tnfounde-d, and absolntely contrary t the real facts. t
say. and I say it with a feeling of salisfaction mingled with pride,
anîd because I inow it t ha true, that th present law works gent-
rally wel), and better tian any of the preceding laws iave donc;
so that if Christ should cone again visilly into the world as a
child, he mnight in Lower Canada select one good schoûol fron
amnong a thiousan-d sucht, in which fic teaching and disciplipe are


