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the Bimipire,) universally plaiti, iito it heavy skeins c>t* silk, wvhieh
terminate within two or thrco inche'if et lie grolind. Otiiers dressed
only to such an extent as places t.ben witliout the rigour of the law,
and who are style<l " coolies," wan(ler about prepared to work if
weIl paid, tû steel], which they prefir doing. if an opportunity offers,
or to join in any disturbance that inr Trs.'lîesc fe.llows are
watcheil pretty closely by the police, who treat t hein with. well
merited tseverity when they detect themi in the gratification of their
unlawfuil cupidity. Whcn brough t before the police ;.a-istrate, he
enrols thern anioîug the chain gang, who makeand repair the publie
roads, and arc thus rendered gencrallv usefl. rh;.% corps is
distrbured every morning throughont difkerent parts, of the
town, cnch Meachinent being in charge of a policeman who holds
a musket over one shotilder, and an open wnbrella on the other.

There are severat villages in l-Ioiig-Kong,, and on the adjacent
islands, the inhabita-nts beirig prineipall', piratical fishcrmen. who, no
doubt net in collusion Nvith the morne desperate- ouitlaws who lijt
the flag of their profession.

Exciirtions are constanitly made hi' the poliee force and voluiiteers
in oug-Kong, against the piratical thshernien. and %vlien prisoners
are taken they are bound togYether by their queues n 0(1 led to tho
prison. Soinetimes they are lianded over to the' autliorities at Can-
ton. mider whose direction they ari' deeapitated. The population
of the whlIe island is upwvards of 45,000 ; the' fôo.ign residentýi,
exclusive of the military. numbe-riugý about 300 persor.s. The
floating part of the population in fi-ont of the citv is larga. Tlhis
class of' people exists throughout Ch iina. and is a separate race i
itself. 'Uhey are born, înarry, aud livt? out their existentc, ia their
sheil-liie abodc.s. 'Many of them procure emplovmnent froin foreign
ehips, each one while in the harbor Iuaviiug ()*e or more native boats
attached to her. Those generally pa.troîîized are about 18 feet in
lengt'h, and çarry sails inatle of matting. They are eritirely decked
over with close)y fitting board8, and whlen. a passenger presents bin-
self. three or four in the centre of te boat are taken tup to make
room for his legs, the 8urrounding portion being neatly matted (ver
and serving as a szeat. The cabiia into m-Iiih the legs only are
admitted, is floored and rnatted, tlue flooring being about two anti
a hall feet from. the deck; and restiug on the left side of the boat
will. be seen a little idol sitting in senseless state, and which the
occupants of the boat neyer fail to, worship, botu in the morning and
evening. Every boat throughout the Empire, no matter bow smali,
la provided with its tutelar deity,. before whieh are displayed joss-
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