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Westmoreland Counties, and others are to be entered
in the United States District Court against the officers
of the parent organization,

Damages agyregating about 81,000,000 are clai
ed ax a result of the strike that was begun at their
mines on April Ist, and to overcome which several
hundred thousands of dollars were expended, It is
insinuated also that cortain operators in the Pittsburg
district have been taking much more interest in the

romotion and continuance of this strike than friend
iness would suggest, and they also are charged with
conspiracy and damages claimed.

Each of the accused miners has seven eharges rost
ing ugninst him, and each is bonded for appenrance
on trial at 300,00 on each seperate charge, making
the agyregate $2,100.

The entry of these suits for dawages against the

“union and its agents, raises n question that has often

been suggested, but never threshed out in the courts
as to the legal responsibility of unions at law — The
now celebrated Tafl-Vale ease in England is the only
known precedent in such a cause, and another is the
equally celebrated Brace Brothers ease tried in the
courts of this county, and which Judge Jacob S, Slagle
made the tirst judical decluration that a boyeott ix a
punishable offenee.  The Messrs Brace earried their
ease to ity logical finulity by securing judgments a-
guinst property held by one of the defendants, to es-
cape execution on which (which was never contem-
plated) it was turned over to a son for a normal con-
sideration, and the son turned his father out of the
house, so that the Iatter lost his home,

Because of the large number involved and the
points of law raised, these suits have aroused eonsid-
erablo interest among miners and operators, and their
Jjudicial determination will be watehed with interest,

GERMAN COMPETITION,

Gerniany's industrial progress is frequently attri
buted to cheap transit, cheap mining royalties. and
cheap labonr,  But in competition with Great Britain,
it is not strictly accurate to contend that G rmany's
iron’ trade is favoured under these headings. That
mining royalties do not count for much is proved by
the fact that the pitmouth price of coal is higher in
Germany thun here.  That cheap transit does not count
for much either has alresdy beenexplained! in connect-
ion with Geru any's long haulage distances, which
completely destroy the alleged advantage of low ton-
wile rates.  Nor dees the German iron industry hold
any advantage over the iritish industry in the matter
Nenrly fifteen years ago the British
Aswoeintion delegates to Germany, after
visiting the leading ivon and steel works there, ex-
atfinding how very nearly the
wages of the German workers approached those of
our workers  Mr. J, Stephen Jeans, the recrstary,
declared that *‘in not a few cases” the wages for simi-
lar classes of work in the two countries “were pract-
ically on all fours”  Since then wages in the skilled
trades have gone up by 22 per cent in Germany
against 11 gnr cent in. Britain, and unskilled wages
have risen by nearly 50 per cent. in Germany against
no rise at all in this country. Wages per worker em-
ployed, and per unit of output, are actually higher in
the iron group of trades in Germany than in Britain,

No ; German's suceess in the Iron ana steel trade is not,
due either to cheap labour or superior resources—it is
not due to any fundawental advantage over this
country. |

What then, is the seeret of German success? The
reply can be givenin one word —organization. With-
out ity vast systemn of syndieation—-its almost military-
like productive and distributive methods—and the or-
ganized fostering of export trade by bounties, the Ger-
man iron industry could not possibly have attained its
present status.  The production, price, and sale of
practienily every material and article of iron manufact-
wies from conl and ore to wire nails are controlled by
some syndicate or manufacturers’ union. A German
syndieate does not, as a rule, control or own any works
us o the Americans “trusts’’ but only the products of
the works,  Thus a German firm manufacturing a doz-
en different articles may be a member of a dozen diff-
erent syndieates, and not a unit of a single trust,  The
usual wyndieate system is for a number of experts to
visit each of the works and ascortain its capmeity ot
production and aptitude for any speeial line of business
Then srders, which are generaliy received by the central
offices, are alloeated to the various estabilishmoents
gard  being paid to the geographical situation and
wechanieal equipment of the several firms in order to
effoct every possible economy. For example, a Rus-
sian or Austrian order would, other things being equal,
be allotted to a Silesian works, while an Bnglish or
French one would go to a Westphalian tirm. The
whole country is mapped out into trading zones, and
if, after careful alloeation of orders, any firm is placed
at undue advantage in the matter of transit, &c, it is
compensated to the uxtent of the extra carriage Pay-
ments us well as orders usually pass through the cent-
ral offices, and the syndicate attends to many  trade,
legal, and othar affinirs in the interests of its constitu-
ents. These German syndicates are wanufacturers’
trade unions and co-operative societies combined,

In 1897 some of the Gernan iron trade syndicates
inaugurated the export bounty policy, and it is this
agoney which has been mamnly instrumental in promot
ing German competition with this country. The coal,
coke, pig iron, and steel syndicates controlling raw
materials agreed to supply their associated customer —
the iron and steel manufacturers and engineers—with
fuel, iron ingots, &e, at cheaper rates when such 1nate
erial were needod to manufucture for export than when
requided for the home market. From time to time
the hounty rates, or rebates, have been increased or
decrensed in response to the fall or rise in the home
demand. If the howe demand has been brisk the
bounties have oeen low ; if it has slackened, up
have gone the bounties in order to promote axports,
Thus we have had the spectacle of Germany doing the
trade abroad when there has been the smaliest volume
of trade available.

For the ten months ending March, 1910, the amount
of taxes received from the 19 locals of the U, M., W's.
in Nova Scotin was $1, 798,17, (A third of this was
contributed by Springhill). Judged by the account of
the treasurer the U, M. W's. had not an average of over
a thousand. In the ten months the expenditure ex-
ceeded the receipts by $500, From this out the receipts
will probably shrink.




