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Into nrrivals. At New Orlesns the aurorn created quite o sensation, the
like baving never been seen there befure, within tho memory of d tho
oldest inbabitant.” The Editor of the Mobile T'ribune gays he has seenit
once before in that city but not uear so bright as ou Sunday night.

Every one must Lave obsersed that the aurora us tlus oceasion has
Luen the harbinger of a spellof cold weather, must unusuuity cotd for s
season of the year,

What the aurora borealis really is, and what produces or causes it,are
questions which science hitherto has not been able to answer very deci-
gively. According to some, the aurore is simply the light of the sun re-
fracted in the nigher regions of the uir According to others, it is caused
by magretic influences.  Euler believed it to be & ncbular substance,
wimlar to that which forms the 1als of comets. Auother scientific writer
maintamed that it was a phenomenon resulting from a mixtare of tho
atmosphere of tho sun with that of the earth. Some have been of opinion
that the auroral phenomena took place entirely beyond the region of our
atmosphere—others, that +hey wero confined to the atmosphere. With
the progress of accurate observation, the opivion bus now come to be
very generally entertained that the aurora, like lightuing, is caused by
atmospheric electnicity, the difference being that lightuing has for its
ficid of operations the deuser atmosphere near the earth, whilethe aurorn
consists of electrical discharges through tho highly rarified upper parts
of the atmosphere.  The fact, however, that on last Thursday night, the
aurora was used on several lioes to send telegraphic messages, eatirely
superseding the usual batteries, while it establishes the ideatity of the
aurora with electricity, or at least its possession of like qualities, at the
same tiume destroys the theory that its mamfestativps are conficed to the
upper regions of the atmosphere.—~Upper Canada Journal of Education,

—The Hon. J.Ferrier and Lis sun, who have been recenly waveihng
iu ‘Le East Lave presented the Natutal Histury Suuety of Montreal with
a large collectivu_of Egyplian curivsitics. A mucung of the souety,
at which His Lordskip the Auglican Bishop of Muntreal presided, was heid
expressty fur the receptiva_and cxpusitiva of theso antyuities, amony
which are several mummies and specimens of papyrus, wheat, dates,
pecklaces, embalmed crocodiles, images of gods, and other curious
objects, found io the jyramids and other Egypuan tombs. Lectures
were given by Mr. Robert Ferrier and Professor Cornish, on ancient
Egypt, after which Dr, Fenwick, assisted by other guntlemen, proceeded
to unfold to view one of the mummies embalmed probably thousands of
years since. The Montreal Gazete says:

¢ Prom the great number of the wrappers in which the shrunken form
was enveloped, it was & work of no little time to bring it to light, and
when esposed 1t had much the appearance of a skeleton covered over
with a very dark brown skin, with numerous pieces of what wero sup-
posed to be the spices used in embalming adhering to it, and emitting
an odor heavy and disagrecable. It was an object suggestive of many
thouglits, reaching back to the time when that shriveled up form and
rempant of humanity was endowed with life and vitality, and was sus-
ceptible of the same feelings—feclings of fear, or love, or hate—as those
who now gazed upon it with so much curiosity ; thoughts reaching
back to the time when Egypt was in its palmiest days, when its massy
pyramids, its temples and its obelisks were reared by the proud sover-
eigus who ruled over it, and which auw remain but as lsndmarks to tell
ot the grentness and grandeur of a people whuse power and glory have
passed away no more to return to them.” )

—What was called the 4rclic Mystery has at last been explained. The
expedition, conducted by Captain McClintock, of the Fox, has been the
m ausof ascerta uiog the fate of 2 Jobie Frauhauu aud Lusanen. The kog-
lish papers are full of the details of the narrative, sent to the admiralty,
by the inteepid and successful Capt. MeClintock, and contain long lists
of the relics found at several places by the different parties of men sent
from tho crew of the Fox. 1t was on the Gth of May last that licutenant
Hobson, who was leading one of those partics, round Capo Victory,
on tho north-western shore of King William's island, found in the ruins of
a caurn, a document contained in & tin bos, dated 25th Apnl, 1858, and
signed by Captain Crozier and Fitzjames, which contains the fisst
autbentic intelligence of the death of Sir John Franklin. The Ercbus and
the Tvrror had remained during the winter at Beecliey's island after
Laving gune up the Wellingtun chauml o o 7iih degree north. i
John Franklin dicd the 11th June 1837, OUn the 220d of Apnl, 1848, the
two vessels were 1eft at a distance of 15 miles N. N.-O. of Cape Victory,
and the surrivers, © mberng 105 men, reached the Jast mentivned place
under the command of Capt. Crozier. Up to that date the cxpedition had
lust 23 men, among whom 9 officers. Clothes, tools, blankets, anda great
many other relics were found Iying about the cairn. Licutenant Hobson
fund afterwards, ia 69'09 Lat. N and 99'97 Lung. Y., a long boat fixed
on & Sluipgh, made for tho purpusc and which cuntarned, clothes, arws,
Mm@ ubitiuns, rro‘lsmns, besides tno buman skeletons and two double
tarrel guns  Capt Melligtock tearut from the Esquimaua, thatthe wea
commandei by Capt. Crozier had aii died oo their way to fesn-Racer
l.ady Fuanklin whu hias devoted so many years of her life to the noble
purpose of fisding traces of ber lost husband, impairing her health by
apxiety, and sacrificing “er fortunc, has now learnt these sorrowful
tidings, dispelling the fe* ropes she might have entertained.

—Sir Isambert Kingdom Brunel, enginecr of tho Leviathan, and son
of tho celebrated French engincer, who wado the tuunel under the
Thames, died nt London, at the age of 53. Besides his sbaro in the Great
Eustern vessel, Sir Isambert Brunel obtained part of his fame by an
other undertahing with alm.st the same name, the Great Western Rail
fway  Although torn in Lundun, ho was chieﬂ{lcducmcd in France,
the native country of his distinguished father. His death has almost
coincided with the lato accident to tho Greut Eastern, the final success
or failure of which ho has not been Ieft to witness.

—Every year discoverers ndd planets to our system and reveal in the vast
regzions of space myriads of worlds scattered as dust in the firmament,

Leverrier, whose name will be placed with those of Newton and Kopler,
and whose studies and observations have shed so much light on geience
hus discovered o new planet between the Sun and Mercury. The per-
turbations which Leverrier had observed in the motion of Mercury and
which could be accounted for, neither by the incorrectness of the instru-
ments of vbservations nor by the influence of the other celestial bodies
led him to suspeet the cxistence of somo other plavet. Following
up the laws of gravitation, he was led to place tho disturbing force
between the centre of our system (the Sun) and Mercury.
_ The existenco of many other planets belonging to our solar system
i3 guspected. Many planetoids gave beon discovered of lato years but
the discovery of a planct is not an every day cvent, it is one that con-
fers moro than a transient fame on the discoverer.

— Our readers feel undoubtedly some interest with regard to the fate
of the Great Eastern, thosccond wonder of the age. Is she to cross the
Atlantic this fall, asks the pleasure secker ? Some say yes, othersno: even
it has been reported that her doom is sealed, and that her funnels are
vever more to send forth smoke. We Lupe huwever that this continent
will be gladdened with her visit, and «f we despair of seeiog her in Ame-
rica this full, we think, if newspapers are anyways reliable, that sight
'§Mkj‘f’9, and the curivus of the States and uf Caoada will behold the
Leviathnn quietly reposing afier its ocean voyage alongside the wharves

£ of Portlund next spring.
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