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be found numerous maps and plans relative to events, 1
regions explored, and structures, under the old French
régime. In the 'splendid library of the Dominion, atI
OLtawa, is the largest collection, wvith respect to histo-
rical purposes, including many of the oldest maps 1
of British North America, from the southern boun
dary of Nova Scotia and the St. Lawrence to the i
Arctic circle. An inspection of the catalogue of the
.Parliainentary Library would shew how many valuable
illustrations of the history and progress of this country, in
the shape of maps and charts, might thero. be found.
Ail who have the pleasure of knowing the enlightened
and accurate librarian, M r. Todd, are aware of his
ability. to appreciate the utility of such records. But
who can wonder that, in the absence of space and
opportunities of having them arranged and exhibited, so
as to be conveniefitly accessible to the public, and amidst
overwhelrning labours entailed by other- prescribed du ties,
there shold be wanting, even in the catalogue, the
appearance of chronological order ? Besides, the collection
there deposited is very incomplete, indeed, as respects
North American and Canadian chorography and topo-
graphy. There are, 1 believe, no maps of charts in the
recently-commenced libraries of the Local Governments;
and it is not withmn my knowledge, though 1 have often
made enquiries concerning this matter, that any private
individuals have devoted themselves to thc making of
sucli collections. Whcn wc consider the relations ' f
chorography and topography to history ; the ncglect
which prevailed during the whole of the last century to
regard maps, especially old ones, as essential Itistorical I
records, and, therefore, te preserve or recover them,
the varions causes of loss of old maps ; the nature of the
materials-wvax, brass, copper, silver, paper-to wvhich j
the precious lines of maps have been committed, and the
carelessness and rapacity of conquerors, whenevcr these
documents have fallen into thîeir hands ; the necessary
wearing-outof those inserted in books for their illustration;
the jealousy of aucieut and modemn maritime nations,
w hich induced tliem te conceal from thieir rivais in com,
merce ail kiiow edge of their treasures of this class
the general d li-position to discard, as no longer useful, old
maps of regious incorrectly or imperfectiy delineated,
aud te supersede tlîem by othiers of more recent enigin
and that. the work of exploring, surveying and mnap-
m.aking, is susceptible of an endless approximation to
truth and perfection,-we can be at no loss to accoun t for
the absence of a complete collection, not oniy in Canada,
but iii any other country. The considerations associated
with these points are certainly worthy of serious atten.
tiou ; and if time permitted, fi would be easy to shew
that they are now generally held to he so iin England,
France, Germauy, and the United States.

Geographiers, travellers, and historians have comrnonly
inscribed in their mpps many things net spokeu of in
their writings, finding it a less laborions and a quicker
methed of reaching the understaudingr te speak to the
eye than te the ear. Their maps eften serve us in place
of books. Older maps are required for testing and verify-
ing the information conveyed by new ones. Botindary
questions, se prolific a source of warfare and miseny in.
the American histeny, and various political and social
considerations, have been, as everybody knows, intimately
and vitally connected with, and dependent upon, the
ruatters of which we now speak. .Need we,< in tliis
cennectien, refer to the eariy quarrels between the
Spaniards and Portuguese with respect to the division
between themn of ttie tropical regions of. North and South
America ?-to the innunienabie collisions between the
Frenchi and Englisli as to their limits funthor nort4i ?-to.
the disputes between Eugiaud, France, and Spain, coîîcer-

îing Fiorida, Nova Scotia, and the regions beyond thc
%..lteghany mountains ? to the uncertain state in which
)oundary questions wvere left concerning Canada and the
UJnited States, or, rather, inherited by these from the
orefathers of the people of both ? IL has been aileged
Lhat duringy the 17tf h and l8th centuries no war occurred
n Europe which was not in some degree connected withi
sucl questions, respecting I)ouudaries in the wvesternî
liemisphere, and no treaty of peace conciuded without
sorne aiticles or stipulations concerning them. On sucli
occasions American maps were in genenal request ; and
it is said that wvhen the treaty of Aix la Chapelle wvas
negetiated Iby Frencli and Englisli commissioners, the
single question of the limits of Nova Scotia occasioned
ihe necourse to at least fifty American maps, oid and
new. Maps have played an equaily conspicuons- part iii
later important.transactions of an international character.
Witncss the settiement of the N. E. boundary dispute,
wvhen Lord Asliburton dnd the British negociators are
alleged to have acceded to an agreernent ly which we
Canadians and our posterity now and forever are lheid
bound te a resuit which e ars us froui the use of a mucli
betteî' approach te the ocean than our owu territery cani
afford, but w-hich necd net have been accepted if cxisting
authientic miaps lîad tGien been accessible or known te
both parties. Witness, also, the more necent and men-
acing controversies respectilIg boundaries in the north.
and wcst, down to the conclusion of the late Wa$hingtoii
Trcaty, by wliicli, happily. thougli, perlîaps, ut some
unecessarv sacrifice of interests appertainingr to both.
sides, ail suchi traditional. and irritating sources of trouble
appear to ho ut length removed.

Mucli more mighit be advanced than lias been alluded
te in this irnperfect skietcl, te shewv thc great value and
importance of mnap miaking, both in international and
social points of view, and te slîew that thoso who have
deveted th emselves te thleir executien, or te the subsidiary
arts and sciences, are wonthy of higli estimatioi,
arnongst us.

.In the eariier day-s of Canada, after the Province Iiad-
corne under Britishi inie, and tlîe1icc dowvn te the present,
day, the goecrning authorities seem neyer te have lest
sighlit of the importance of causing the chorography te
ho accura tely delineated. Generai Murray, the first
resident British governor, cornmissioned Captain (afte7-
wards Colonelh Moutresor, of the Royal Enginieers, tO
survey and map tue River St. Lawrence, frem Moîîtreal
down to the Island of St. Bannabv, opposite Rimouski.
Mis mnap, wvhichi is extant, Ivas, I believe, the very first
executed after the capture of Montreal in 1760. For a
long time, w hile the miiitary and civil geverumen ts were
necessarily associated, the exploration of. the course O
the St. Lawrence extending upwards, te, and beyonld
Lake On tario, and that of the regions north aild.southl of
the river, was continued tinder Sir Samuel Hoilafld
and succeeding surveyors-general. Lord Dorchester,
I-aldimand, Prescott, Milnes, and their successers in the
administration of the Province. down te recent timest
wiîi ail that kind of work lias been givon in charge Of
ene of the Civil Departments, appear te have attached
the greatest conseq uonce te the perfecting of those sunveyg
and te the multiplication. of correct maps. Net 0111Y
military considerations, but aise those relating te settie-
ment and revenue, stimniated the authorities te continue11
the work under the conduct of officers and mon the ho4t
quaiified by professional. expenience te caniýy it on. HencO,'
we have-deposited, howeven, in différent quarters,
numerous maps and chants of l.anada, shewin- what tile
country was and 1mw it grev iii settlement and popilli'
tien, and what its territorial, electerai, ançI otiier divisionse
have been from. time te Lime, dowii te tue present daY*
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