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upon those ivbo pretend to be edu-
cated. Go into any of our schools ;
we find there the three R's, but piled
on top of these a dozen or so 'ologies
that conipietely glut the child's mmlid;
though it nîay be a prodigy in the eyes
or -parents, and a. deiight to, the hearts
of scbooi teachers and school inspec-
tors. Pass into the Urniversity, and
the student who would take a credit-
able stand must submit to an exar nin-
ation that ivould test the most
thorough specialist. Ail this seenis to
have been called into existence by
the requirernent of high attainnms
in those whoin we cali cultured. In
thue face of suchi facts, hie who hias
fitted hirnseif to enter upon any one.
of thie so-calied learned professions
niust needs add sonletiîing to bis
specii knowledge, that lie nay not
r-emove his right to, the tie of uide
cultuire.

What position, then, are we to as-
sign to languages; in tiiese studies?
To this an answer can le given only
whben the aim of any schene of edu-
r-ation is kept detiinitely in viewv.
MIany of our forefathers have sent
down to us records of success in a
îniethod which trained muen to earn
tleir living honestly, and fear God.
Children w~ent to school, and %vere
taught to read in Ortler ihat they
rniglît read the Bible. The plan suc-
cecdcd ini securiig the desired end.

But sornething more is denianded
of us ini this day. Wc corne of abi-
ly favoured race; and the process of
education, which in savage nations
rcaches ils nionotonous lieighit in each
individlui, nîaking the inan of the
ninetecrnth century no 'viser nor bet-
ter than blis untutored ancestor of the
riftcentlî, leads us into possession of
fic acunuulated trea-,ures of the past.
Ai these it is in Our powver bo acquire,
and that, too, î-apidly. lIn one short
day we inay store our nîiinds wvith
what a busy, long lufe scarcely workcd
out To niakec a muan owncr of aIl
tiîat others ]lave thought, or spoken,

or written, is the scope of education.
He is to, becomne, as it ivere, an ab-
breviation of the race which bhas ex-
isted before hirn.

Towards the accompliiment of
this end, we do flot need to occupy
space in showing that language is thé
fiust step. With it the child is taken
by the hand and led forward, to the
possession and use of the knowledge
gained in the past. Without it pro.
gress ceases, and the present no long-
er enriches the future with its legacies.
It wilI at once be said, every mian
mnust know bis own tongue- Sonie
rnay even believe that their own is

isufficient,7 and inay point to the noted
instance of the Greeks, whio, despising
ail other languages as barbarous,
raised tbernselves to a hieight in their
ovin that constitutes it to-day a niodel
of perfection.

WVe are fully alive to the necessity
of cultivating a close intimacy wvith
whiat is best in our own tonguMe. lIn
the study of literature it should corne
first. Above ai, the sacred orator;
whose ambition it is 'Lo nake of speech
the nmost powverfil instrument possib!e
in conveyirig to others the sublimie
truths of revetation, should be mucli
in the conipany of those who have

*gillen the English language a promin-
Cnt place arnong tlic literrary languages
of the world. He can do no better
than copy the e\atnple of such a liv-
in- orator as '.\r. B3right, îvhose vaca-

*tions are yearly spent iii poririg over
the pages of some native poet WC
wouid c.-trefuliy distinguish, however,
such a study [romi that generally pur-

Isued ini our schools, and even in our
colkges. Wliat the preacher %vante,
is flot a stdmmlarv of an author's nierats
or faults; notalist for even au anialvsis

of i vTs o a Iîistory of tra--
but extensive and rireful reading of
the best English classics-suich a per-
sonal acquaintance with the wi-itcr as
inmbu-.s vitlî bis spirit, and gives n<ot
ouiy a mnaste-y of blis ideas, but wealth


