
THE CANADIAN ECONOMIST.
Illate for nis. NVe owe hirn titis explanation for 'iow tlespatchiing
jhiîn briefiy iii a liostscript.

.fust 81c1Z a writer ns our qîîondama triend whio cuis 8e coinical
a igr in alloînpling tho fâcetieuis, the pet inust have had irt
vtew wlien lie wrote tho ftoilùNiig files:

Ail toolri live iqti arn itciîing ta deride,
And taut wouid lie upon the iaughing saide."

But %vo must add the following couplet for bis owvn especial edi-

"Lnunch flot heyond youîr depth.but lie dîscreet,
Admark duit point wherc pense anti nont-euse niccl."

Piaoiarisiîîg trom lte Hleraid, our backsiiding coutemporarysoizes
the stipposed oinisiun iît or eaiefflaties respccîin1g ibis trmt.ht of
tituber, anti by toliowiug eioseiy ii site wvake et tiut journal ar-
rives li tIltu e at Ilte saine coucltusions, that is, ha attempts to show
th.st we have exaggerated site lu.e entusiied it' n i tiée Coloty by

~Itie operatiots of lkte Navigtion L.tv8. Thai bolii lie atutilie
JIeral,bowever ]lave failed iii their attellipts, ive trust the public
%vil] allow atter deliberately exarnining atsd weighing our fore-
gomng remuarks.

Tble Gazette accuses us tee, ot drawvîng our average ot frenrhits
frotn the losi three, bettg Ille tltree tletrest years. l'le Gazelle

1 nakeq inany ra.it, tîtîonmdcd aisertions, tro stitîg te their passing
the ordeal ot public jud-nment witiîtçut tietection. WVe will aiiow
muin. the bt'nefit et poiig back for averages any nuinber of years
hoe pit.aass,-Ict ilieim bu cornîared %itlte New York rates fur
the pazt ten ytxsrs if bue choosýes tu taklit le troubîle ta do.so. WVe

jknw îvisat tise resîtit %vould he, thuugh ho vt-iently ducs not.
Lt he aware that wlien freigits fell bore le2ô6d te 28. MJ. at mid-

munier jus the year lie alitides te (atîd il onny iasied fer a fev
dsi that the), rose te a ltglier point in the fail et that yecar titan
the> tlmo,,t ever reachcd beitîre ? Let hiît niake up a table and

sllow. tha averagze rate, and if il lessens tita genierai average %ve
have espioed i eur eluaot, will -ive hitu tce fuit be-
umîfit et il.

Ag.sin, as te tue effaet producod by Blritish andl ..lmeican vesseis
ompelmiig togütiter fur Ille carry ing et Ainericat pruduce, lie writes
as toiiowb

ITiey :eIl us that Amierican Aiipuinsters say that a difference ot 9di.
te 19. a Mr. voîtild induce :hem ta came te the St. Lawrence instend
of eta New Yark, as, under saRie circumtîstances, they îîuight, and then ourfiEnfflisit vessels wouid do the saine.

'lmac sery people who are saying this are sticking by titeir own navi-
gation laws te keep ttrtmii vesscls froin ceztripctiig, in conveymng uhteir
awtt prothUCe te netitrsi ports, and arc cemnplatning ece Mr. Revecrdy
Jûtminson's speech) lias, unitier the rectprucity ureaty, lBrtushl vesseis. by
their superier ciieapncss., are driving thein eut et tue totton trade."

Now this affect, our rentiers will observe, is precisely that
4whîchi we want te bring about bore. IVe want a rotnpetitioiî bre

aijo betweemi British antd Amerîcart sitipputg, s0 thiat bolt mnai be
mnade te feel and coînplaîîî ot il. For sure we are titat net tilt thcn
wiIl freights reacb titeir nattaral love] in tbe St. Lawrence.

Wliai signifies ail the twadmiic the Gazette bas writton as te
Blritish ships hein- able te c(>mpete iît an), shippimg in Ilte worhi
-w? ]lave itever entertaitted a (1001) abouît il, nor do ,va tiink
that any disintorcstod en( uirer can. Btît tuat is etttireiy term'ign

jte tise point at is-sue. W iat ivo argne naist is that the Britii
bs iptîwvner bhetsit have a mone;moly o? our carry iug tratle-tbat %ve
8houiti ho dt'harred fromr ernpinying- American or othier furcigni

* Ve8&jCel trian llte.can be getciteaper thaiz Britisht. That ite bartd-
siîip witich we compiain et. Ateerican and British siîips compete
o' tgitI'r ini everv port et tise Atuerican Union, and whiat is tite
colisequetice ?-reigbt is at ils minimum. Bhit bere wea are
limitet i) Britisha sltAps,, anti lite coinsrqileiite is, tbat (lie aveurage
rate et treight is e.xtratvagant atîd iittoierable as ceinpared wiiis
tîtose portsili the Amnerican Union %vîîh whltih a coznparisen eau
ho taý,Iinisîitutcd.
Wihat sigiifles tlieGazcttc'st,.aIilie,wc repoalwbc lite fattstaries

us tn tue ace tbat vesseiscan bc ge it 2s. lier barrci aI Newv Yark,
wittie site mnc.polibt sbpinris ex.actlîî 68. pur barre] itore.
NWtll the Gazo Uc say îb.tt ilie Canadian îfeuid tierive îlo bettufit
trami being, ailu%%ed le charter fureigii tesl.utitersucit cire arn-
stances, te cerne inle te Si. Lawvrence fur lthe pttrjose of carryiruý
away btsý pntmduce ? Ife replies, ge ta Suttdcrland and )-eu N iii
hiîtdJ veses titere. Grauting even that titis ceuld bc dune, u.'oiitd
il h)ofe tise sainem bettefit tu Illte Canadian ? lh is tee preîmsterotîs
to ho iltouglt.t ot, ntto say iisisted on,aîtd nette but a timeseVm4pritit like the Gazette wouId dreamt (if amIv.titetti il. New Y.,rk
isk wiîthiit tîrec tiays et us by posl cetnoltttîication, ,nd it a short
titue tise tsrce îl.îys %vili p)robztbi bc ri'duceti îo tîtree mninutes or
si) b>' inagnc te lirapiî. lienco orders coutit ho sent te Newi
yt;rk for vessels, arn? titey miglît lic ils thte St. Laironco tahrtng
in Il cargo ot prudkice bereai een ait cfuxltgret stte

nirlaîsordei c.muld ite Mtit trons Siittdcti]:ti-to say tlltng
ofe thm- ar:*ivot ot a Sainder;tztd Il tub Il at Nliitrcai, atter ail te
etimer necessaCy preliminaries vrere comfflcted.

illit on ca'sting eur eye Itti mtpon Ilte Gazette, ire disrovex a
ftct hitherio overioeked(, ;ttid we announec il te tue worild îitb
due soleinnity. Il il iseititer mure lior iess titan the sudoîs cust-

versiono ntr contemrpoary te lte doctrines et lte Il F.coNoMir.'$
1Ve cengrattuiatc iin on biavittg a lucid momnt. libre are bts
iertis:

I'rite Gazette is ne admimrer et restrictions nt ail, and trotd be ver
«lad if ive twere ,tos reittrieted in the c'taiee of ,laipping ! Il

Dimi the iast mail lîrimg in a ni' liglîl, or )las he lîcard osf
ofiîcu uth Bia olmartd tif Trado's opittioni? lVbat wonîderli

coitr)itettey ie liera dispiayed 1

THE£ rOSTOFFICE DEPARTMENT.
No. 2.

The Report or the Post-Office Commission opens with a sketch of
the iîislory et the Departmnznt in British Norths America, ne part of
witicb is et mach interest for oîtr present ptrpose, with the excejs.
tien et itat îvhich aihîdles te the abortive atterupt made in 1834 te
reconstruct the departmeal on the basis et Provincial legisiation.

Those ait ail tamiliar îvilh the legisiative bistory et tiiese pro-
vinces wilI nced littho reminding on tbis subjeet; but for lthe bouc-fit
et titobe ilto are îîot, we nsay state that in that year, fie Duke et
Riclimond beiug Post-blasler Generai, a short Act et Parliament
was ;îassed auîiîorising the several colonies of Biritish Nerth
America te legisiate on Post-Oricc matters, andm repeaiing lthe Jîre-
% sions et the litperial Act et the 5ti> et Gee. Ill., sînder which
titeir Post-Ofice establishment ivas organized], in case they shoîîld
ail legisiate salistactorily in the case ; and the projet et a long and
intricate Post-Ofice Bill vas tlion sent out te each, witis an invita-
tion te ils Legislatitîe te pass il en Iduc 'iet a iaw. Il was addml,
that as a tiig et course the colonies muist ail have eue and tito
samne lawv; se ti -io ameamiment, Isoî tr'iing- seever, comuld bc
suffièred. The inevitahie consequence was, titat ne eue Legislattîre
entertained the project. The House et A.ssembiy et Lower Canada
qsîicîiy siîclved the prepesedl Bill, and passcd anotiser for the organ-
ization et a mereiy local Post-Office, making no ptrovision whatever
for Post-Office communiration beyond the limits et Lewer Ca-
nada. A Commitîce et the Assemnbiy et Loîver Canamda recasa-
menmled the cIitabisirnt there et a Post-Office eqoaiiy local in
ils character, imut ditlcritig in ne less titan tity-me îsaittctiiarmfrem
titat jsreposed it Lýoer Camnda. The Logisliattires et the Lewer
Provitsces scout te htave dropped the project, tsot uuswisely, without
ntotice.

At tue time et the Commission iuquiry, (1&10-1,) Cana'la, and
a sutali portioun et Neîv Brunswvick com1mrising the Post-Offices et
Camleit-wn on lthe Ilistigtche anti Grausd Falls and Woodstock f
,in lte St. oehn, were tinder lthe charge ot a Deptity Post-Master
(ieneTal sî.aisne1 ai Qssebec; Nova Scol'sa, Prince Edwai's is-
]aîm, anti tise rest et Newv Bruunswick, were under thal et a Deputy
Post-Master Gettera statiomed at Hfalitax; Newfouudiand boasteti
eue Pobt-Masler, at lier seat of got-erument, but iso out et! 'x,; the
B3erudas, two offices, under a Dcputy Post-M*vaster (Lneral, in
miniamîre'anti a Post-Master.

Of thie Newouttmiad asd Bermuda establishments vve need say
notiig more. .And et Uie cstablishîment wîtim lthe Hllifax charge,
il may hoe ctottgh ta say titat lthe Report shows the utots posile
irregtiiarity ta have pervademi ahi ils elmerations. The Deputy Post-
Master Gencral was aise Pi-st-Master et liatifaxY, snd hadl b ut two
clerks, at £100 stg. a y'car cach, to aid him in the twe capacities;
facts more titan sufficteut te accounit for what, tînder ailier circutm-
stances, we miglît bave cailoti the statc et wondertui confusion iu
wbicis the Coimmissioziers appear toitave tounti ail the arrangements
et Lis chargé.

lu the Camnada charge things uvere greatiy hetter. IVe are bounti
te say that lte Report exibaits lte Cantada Post-0f'tce as a wchl-
manageti intstitutiont ; se far, at least, as the anomalous system uniler
whîch ;t 4as organizeti admitted. The Dejeuty Post--Masier Gcn-
oral iîad two Past-Office Suirveoers, îvith poîvers antI dulties answer-
îuîg ta those efth liseike officers aI hine, an establishmuent of cierks
te aid him iii his ewn dulies, and an accounitant anti clerks te ma-
nsage the accotînt business efthe departmnezt. He vaistcd more
lîeli te bo sure, as lise Rteport shoivs i t, aIl titings considered, the
state eftIhe Deuartunenl scoms te hîave beets tîiîo as gooti as cotîlt
be ex1mccted, mrtnci beiler than peopîle generaliy aI the hune or siucc
liaive givon il credil for being. Ils tauhts were Ilsose nccessarily in-
cident te sîcit a Deparîment in a new country, cendrictcd b>' a De-
îmmîy itider oruiers trom a distant Chiot, aI once ignorant et ils petit-
iiar vants anti tee bmtsy wviti larger maltors le bc able te trouble
iîimseif Ie any gom outi about titem.

As an instance, tîtere ivas nolhing like the regular classificaion ef
Pest-Offices iviicit lias cxistcd lime ouI t ofmnitd at hsoma. There,
cadli Post-M.%-tcr correspeotds xvith a tcwv specificit offices ouiy;
eî'crytiiutg rmilied for army diistance bciug sent by him enle tI he
nriie-sl ac Office is lthe requircd direction, %vitae it is again
sent on in like manoer. fly titis means Ilte contents et a niail-bii
are reducet 1 a moderate number et packages, et wiih lthe mot
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