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Il is "'aid that " miin.ay trv tili <onlis-day, tlîcy catimtot
bet.ter tlie i\7ev Tetnitt. ttemuueit (1 the groidcî uilie. rll(.
.seleetion has beetiifl(c' {Jleidgu sas f diec great Eng-
Iishi poet. "& You îighcr.t as weIl tliîii, ofpuhiî a hrick or a
zsto1ie out of a wall %vitli 370m rO fbli n ger, a it. -t*ilp t. to reinove
it w~ord out of an>' of the hinislie< passages of Shakesp:eare.',

Fo1lowving no logical order, let w, cotisfder soîne of tit,'

-td,-tnags to be gaiîie froiui the stuidy of wvords naii
synonvins. Sone of these beeits hiave ;tl airal v beeit sur-,
gc'sted, but t.hey- deserve a tuiler notice. A stifdeigt. %vhieiî
ztslced by h)is teaclher te cdelitte the simpiesL term, mmmv aiter a
tbw' feeble and iiieffectua,,l efforts, confess his incompetemcv to
d 0o i t. y, *ou have mne there, proessî r, -savs tlie crest-leu
.student. The poor fellmv liad a. hazv, opaque idea of trw
wvord, but not the clear visioît titat conild franie a definitioii.
So the rnodest request was nt comnplied wviOi. I,î<lecd it is
arn open secrtet that a ch:allengeý to detùî-e tiauy cause lie itanc

* -ii'e in t.he protèssedly Iere.Ycu miglit put a class-eveii
zi Senior class-to thei>r trumps Ly asking to gmi'c, ii uthe liglit
of t.heir derivations, the differeiwe betu'een two oald
.;viioniymons xvords. To detine, to draw nice distinctions, to
deassity, require. fot only the cotintiots andi rigrous exercise
-ot the intellect, but malce it îrupe.rativeiv niecessarY t( L' te
the roPts d, w~ords te find their radical diffIerences. For vonl
vaîin't undersialid the rami-ficatiolis uilless y'ou stand at the
roots to set how~ the word!ý dir.'rff or couzveïýqe. This~ exer-
e ise is both a, source of menttal joy and exhilaration and ams
the mind w'ith) a detiiug. tacult*v or immense valine. Deti-

* uition is the conidition of rrcisic mni, and precision is mne of the<
ehiet virtues of stle It the detiiuing taculty is net stronig
;mnd sharp, hoiv' are precisioit and -accu racy un style to be
reachedà ? .Ajmost interînitîabe aruiet ave takel place

s betwveen coutrove rsilists who nie-ver thought of first defining
* thie terras under dispute. lt t.hey hadf first given defluitions,

tiiere wou]d probablv have beeui iio discussion, or at best. but
zi short eue. rjTIîe defliner zaid s3yuon3'riiist selects out of rnany
tlie word which expresses the very shade and shape of the
idea in his mrind. Tlheology, Scietiçe, Ethics and Philosoplir
become absorbingly initerestiin g studies iu proportion as the
terras o>f these studies are clearly and -acurately defined and
distinguished. WThen this is not ' .,teacher, and pupil
mustd grope in editying darlcîess. The secret ot Large and

bodscholarship lies largely iiu the pDower and readiness io
defiue anmd discriminate. Languiage is net se muchel accommio-
dlated te Philosophy as Phillosophy isý appliedl te lanuguage.


