
NÀURF OP SUPPOSED FOSSIL TRAMUS.

the imapression ; and thirdly, the nbroken continuity of the im-
pression throughout its entire length. It mut be evident thatithero
are only two ways.-.both excecdingly improhable-by which theso
impressions could by any possibility have been made by any anuimal,
wvhether trustacean or mollnsk, or inember of any other group. If
the impression ho really a track, the animal miust either bave had, or
have been able te assume, the form of a, complote sphore or cylindler
with ribbed surface, and it nni.,t have posssed suflcient internai,
force to roll itself over and over throughout a ]eng-tli of many feet;
or otherwise the creature must have moved forward by a series; of
spasmodic jerks or jumps, alighiting always in au exact lino with the
end of t'ho trail, se as te avoid the slighUe8t oterkup or other break of
synme1ry in t'ho entire impression. Any other mode of progression
would uinavoidably have effaced or smudged the transverse grooves
or ridges as the body of the animal passed over thora. If formed by
a mollusk aiso, wvo might naturaily expect te find the sheli of the
creature (or at least euat% of the aboli) ini the, zurrounding strata,
because, if the transverse ridges were formed by the creepillg foot,
thue beaded rim must he attributed te the aperture of the shell; and
tho latter, consequently, must bave been of largo dimensions, and the
shell itself of considerable weight and solidity, and thus net unlikely
te bave become fossilized. The caste of gastoro)Pod ahells-Opiileta,
Pleurolomaria-but none te wljich these impresions on ho attri-
bute, are net altogether absent from. our Potsdam beds: and if these
have beexi preserved, why net othersl There is aise another point
%uhich appears te ho, in complete opposition te the assuraed track-
origin'of these impre.sions. In plates, two, or evon three, of these
siipposed tracks cross ene another, but at the erossing points thero is
ne sign of disturbance or sznearing, se te say, such as must inevitably
haveSzcurred if eue trail had been ca-rried across another. As shown
especially in Sir \Villiain Logaus original figare. ropresonting a group,
of soveral Iltraeks " (Geel, of Canada, p. 107), the one impression
sinply conceals or lies over the other ut the,,se peints, as -would happen
if two fucoid-fronds, or other similar bodies, wero drifted togothor te
a sandy shore, and were there covered simuultaneously with sedimnt.

IL attributing these impressions te large fuooids, '<e oncounter, on
tho other biand, ne roui difllculty. 2ffny a1~,it is weIl known,
present transverse furrows; and a suliont exanuple of this ebaracter
iny bo sieen in our Atlrovkycus Ilarlani, se abundant in xnany of the


