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tance to all Evangelical miassions in the Turkish Empire, but especially to the
Awmcricwn; it has been euabled to be most useful to all departments of the
work, but chiefly to the Bulearian Mission, which was undertaken, [ believe, upon
its own recommendation.  Unfortunately, its ineome has uever been in proportion
to the greatness of its end.  Let us hope that it may o longer be so with » work
which has the privilege of being so many things at the same time—n pledge of
international fuicnd<diip, a testimony of brotherly love, the stay of 2 mission, the
Jexistence of which is at once so important and so menaced.

Is-it-onty with a view-to the spivitual weal of the Christian populations that
we should wish for a prolongation of the Ottoman Empire 2 or is there any ground
to hope (oe a-chapge.in the Turks them-elves? We are aware that all Moslem
popniations are-now alternately: disheartened or roused-to fits of fanatictam, It
would seem.- as if the conscivusuess-of thie decrepitude of- their civilization wers
now acting upon the minds of a-number of thinking Tuiks, disturbing their confi-
dence in the infalbbility of their Prophet, zod disposingithem-=to use the language
of onéd of themselves—to change & dead mediator for one that ¢ ever liveth.”

The number of Mohammedans ctially baptized is-inconsideralsle, but'the Now
“Testarhent is_sought afier with avidity, conversation ou relinions subjectsis well®
1eceived by Tuirks of all elas es, anid the missionaries in general, especially those
of Canstantineple aud Ualkir, ave strack by the kindly feeling manifested towarda
themsby men of every rank.  Labourers among the Nestorians remaik the same:
feeling among the tawny Persians and the savage Rurde. The vagged Moglem
childven of Aiutab can. be heard singing in the streee the airs of Ameriean'vevival®
bymos ! In-a word, apart from the vexations caused by the venality uf function:
aries, requests for Protestant teaching ave universal among-all: the Mohammedang*
who konow how to distingnish between our worship and that of the idolators, as
they are in the habit of callng Eadern Christians, with but too much justice,
More than fifty fumilies of Kardish mountaineers of the séct called Guzzlebash
call tHemzelves Protestauts, give up their habits of plundering, and ask for a
teachér 1o expiniti‘the way of alvation to them, saying that they vill honour him
a8 they do their owngheik. ) )

The vise of veforming sects, aiming at a-syncretism of Molhammedanism, and of
a modified form of Chinstianity, is a remarkable symptom of the process whicli s’
ghing on in wen's mindz.  The most important specimen of this kind i the sect’
founied by Omar Effendi, at Bioosa and in the neighbourhood. It is a soit of
Ihykticisni, presenting much that 18 asulogous to the primitive doctrives of the
Soviety of Friends. 1ts fousder is at present in exile.

Are the barbarians of the Eust, then, about to _become speedily Christian, and
to furm a new sucicly, «ike the barbari ms of the West? Our unbelief is dispozed
to tax as chimevieal the very thoushu of the possibility of such a thing. For
many centiries back we have seen no religious movement exeept upon a small
scale s henee the looking forward to very Liutle seems to us to be so much wisdom
and subriety 5 but real experience is that which drvaws its conclnsions from the
ways of God as @ whole, Now it is evident that human history has always pre-
gented great epochs of erisiz, develupment and sudden transformation, even though
they have been prepared by the slow and silent labours of ages. The real
connexion between the different splieves of human hfe is also an midevi-ble faet.
Tutellectual. sacial, and politici.. progress. scientific discoveries, the consolidation
of nationalities, the increase of intercourse between nations<—all these elements of
Tabour, of conflict, of « germmant fuiure, synchro.ize mysteriously with a secret
preparation of minds for a higher life. The halt century preceding the Reforma
iion is the most illustrious example of this. great law of simultaneous development,
Qur generation has advanced with ginnt steps in its material acquisitions ard in
every kind of science, and. just as in the beginning of the sixteenth century, this
progress has ben accompamed by deep moral; disquiet, by decompasition of
«apinions, and by iucreaging scepticiam. A new effusion of the Spirit of Grace
alone can biing this time of tinnsition toa bappy issue, and put the higher-life of



