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your liberality in gifts to God’s treasury.
Duting these thirty years over $G40,000
have been contributed for ecclesiastical aud
henevolent purposes, and about $700,000 for
thé maintenance of the sanctuary. its wor
ship and ite work.  Overa million and a
quarter of dollars has passed through these
chuunels.  The successive bousds of trustees
have maraged our financial affuivs carefuily
and efliciently,  The architectu. ¢ of ths
noble edifice 13 not disfigured by any mort-
gago. Thope it never will be.

I here is one department of ministerial la-
bor that has had a peculiar atiraction to me
and afforded me peenliar joy. Pastora]l work
has always been my passion. 1t has been
my rule to know everybody in this congrega-
t on, if possible, and seldom have 1 aliowed
a day to pass without a visit to some of your
homes. I fauncied that you cared more to
have a warm-hearted pastor thana culd-
blooded preacher, however intellectual.  To
carry out thoroughly a system of personel
oversight, to visit every family, to stand by
the sick and dying beds, to put one’s self m-
to sympathy with aching hearts and bereav-
¢d households, is a process that has swallow-
ed up time, and I te!l yeu it has straived whe
nerves prodigivusly.  Costly as the process
has been it has paid.  If I have given ser.
mang to you, I have got sermons trom you-
The closest tic that binds us together is that
sacred tic that has been wound around the
eribs in your nurseries, the couches in your
sick chambers, the chair at your fireside,
and even the cotlins that have burne away
your precious dead. My fcndest hupe 18
that however much you wmay honor or love
my svceessor in this pulpit, you may ever-
more keepa warm place in the chimney
of your hearts for the man who gave the best
thirty years of lus lifc to your scrvice. Here
let e bespeak for my suucessur the most
kind and reasonabie allowance of pastoral
labors. Do not ¢.pect tov much from him.
Very few nunisters have the peculiar passin
for pastoral service that I have had, and if
Chiist's ambassador, who shall occupy this
pulpit, proclaims faithfully the wiole Gos-
pel of Ged. anl  Dring: a sympathet'e
haart to your house, do wot criticise
him unjustiy  because he may not
attempt to make {wenty-five thousand pas-
toral visits in thirty ycars. IHouse to house
visitation has only been one hemisphere of
the pastoi’s work. I have accordingly en-
deavoured to guavd the door of yonder study
s0 that I might give undivided energy to
preparation for this pulpit. You know, my
d.ar people, how I have preached and what
1 have preached.  In spite, of my interrup-
tions, I have honestly handled each topic as
best I could. The minister that foolishly
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runs races with himself is doomed to an carly
suicide. Allthat I claim for my sermons is
that they have been true to God’s Book and
the Cross of Jesus Christ, have been simple
enougl: for u child to understand, and have
had sor cach full view of the judgment seat,
1 have aimed to keep this palpit abreast of
all great inoral rcforms and human progress.
and the majestic u avchiogs of the kingdom
of King Jesus.  The prepuation of my ser-
mons Las bean an uospeakable delight. The
mama fell fresh every moming, and it had
to me the sweewsees of argels’ foud.

Ab, there ave many shmp pangs before
me! None will he charper tlan the hour
that Lids farewell te yonder ilessed and te-
loved study. TFer twenty cight ycars it has
Leen my daily home, ene of the dearcst spots
this side of heaven. From its walls have
looked down upon e the inspiring faces of
Chalwers, Chavles Wesley, Spurgeon, Lin-
coln and G ladstone, Adams, Storrs, Guthrie,
Newman Hall, and my bheloved teachers
Charles Hodge and the Alexandersof Prince-
ton. ‘hither your infaut children have been
brought on Sat.bath mornings awaiting their
baptismm,  Thither your older childien have
come by hundreds, to coverse with me about
the welfare of their souls. Thithar have
come all the candidates for admissien to the
fellowship of the church, and have made
there their conf ssion of faith and theiv al-
legiance to Christ. O what blessed inter-
views with inquirers have been held there!
What sweet and happy fellowship with my
successive bands of eclders, some of whom
haye joined the general assembly of the re-
decmed in glory!  That hallowed study
has been to me sometimesa Bochim of tears,
and scinetimes a Hermon, when the vision
was of 1.0 man save Jesus ounly.  And the
work right there has been a wider one for a
far wider multitude than these walls contain
this morning. T have written there nearly
all the hundreds of articles which have gone
out through the religious press, over this
country, over Great Britain, over ISurcpe,
over Australia, Canada, India, and New
Zealand. During my ministry I have pub
lished about 3200 of these articles. Many of
them have been gathered into hooks ; many
of them translated into Swedish, Spanish,
Dutch, and other foreign tongues. They
have made the scratch of a very humble pen
audible to Christendom. The consecrated
pen may be ore powerful than the conse-
crated tongue. Idevoutly thenk God for
having condescended touse my humble pen
to the spread of lis Gospel, and I purpose
with His help to spend much of the brief re-
mainder of my life in preaching His glorious
Gospel through the press.

I am sincerely sorry that the necessities of



