Hardware and Paint Trade.

APPRECIATION OF METALS,

mhe iron and metal market con-
timees to show remarkable firmness,
and there appears to be no top to
prives in many leading lines. A com-
parlson of values, at prominent elti:zs;
recontly makes thls  fact perfectly
clear, the rise since tho beglnuing of
the present month being quite sharp.
Pip fron In Great Britain for Instance
has moved up from 498 8d on the
drd of January to 51s 11d, and In
the same Intuoval No. 1 foundry iron
at Plttsburg has risen 50¢ per ton
to $11.50. Lead spelter, copper and
tin are ull higher. In London lead is
almost 95 per ton higher, belng quot-
ed at £13 11s 8d, and In New York
2425 per 100 pounds is asked for i,
agalnst $3.95 on  the first of tho
mouth. Naturally this strength isre-
flected on spot, and though rouad
lots have been sold at $3.75, Iately,
it is doubtful if they could be re-
peatedt at the same price. For spring
importation $3.57 1-2 has been ask-
ed, whercae last fall deliveries were
made on the basis of $3.85 to Im-
porters here. ‘This rise in lead and an
appreciation of 5s in dry white lead
i< apt to bave an Important bearing
on the paint and color market, and
the anxiety of Canadian color grind-
ers to contract for supplies of dry
white lead for spring shipment shows
pretty clearly that they are aware
of the faect. It does not seem likely,
therefore. thnt buyers of ground white
lead wonld gain anything by holding
back their orders.

Spelter since the beginning of the
month has risen 256¢ per 100 Ibs.. at
Now TYork, belng quoted at $5.85 on
the 17th, and in Great Britaln, it is
125 6d per ton higher, at £24, 125 6d.
The appreciation in the value of cop-
per has been even more remarkable,
as it hae advanced $1.00 por 100 1bs,
ab New York. ILake ingot belng quot-
od there at $14.25. In London the
quotation has risen from £52 2 Gd
to £62 158.  On spot, -holders are very
firm, and 1t is doubtlful If a round lot
could be obtained under 14¢ per pound,
Tiu Is equally strong, having advanced
$£2.15 per 100 pounds, in New York,
since the first of the month, while
in Great Dritain the appreciation hag
almost been £10 the ton. On spot,
accordingly, prices are much higher
than they were, and bldg of 28c were
refused this week, for stralts, 23 1-2¢
being asked. Montreal prices are:
Summerice pig $18.25 to $19.00) Felin-
ton, $16° Carnbro, $15.50; No. 1. Ham-
Iton £15.25 to $15.50: No. 2. do,
$14.50° Ferrona, $15.00 to S$IG.50;
wrought scrap. No. 1, $12.00 to $12.6(1.
bar iron $1.40: tin plates, rokes,
$2.95 to £3.00" I. C. charcoal. §£3.25 1o
$3.85: Canada plates. $2.15 to $2.25:
terne plates, §5.95 t6 $6.25: galvanized
irori, 4 1-4¢" to 4 3-4e, as to brand: con.
per, 14e to 14 1-2¢: ingot tin, 28¢ to
231-2¢ lead. $3.90 tor 845 and snelter
at:51-2¢ to 538-4c: iron pipe, 34 to
$4.25.~Montreat Gazette,

HARDWARE TRADE NOTES:

Forcign advices are very strong on’
cement, and makers are sold largely
ahead.

1t is reported from Toromto, that)
“AL the kerosene oil business In ‘thel
Dolninfon has teen_ absorbed by thé
Imperial Oll company, which is the
Candadiar end of the Standard Of],
tmist of the Unitext Statbes: The refin:’
ing and manufdétuting at Petrolin

THE COMMERCIAL

and Sarnia will in future be done by
the new trust, which will also deal
direct with the trade.”™

A United S*ates trade paper says:
In hardware and kindred lines there
Is more actlvity in the way of advanc-
Ing prices than perhaps any other
‘branch of trade at this time. Plg lead
has lately advanced $£ a ton, alfec.
fug babblt metal, solder, and the long
line of lead products. Plg tiu has ad-
vanceld 2 cents a pound and affects «
large range of artlcles always In de-
mand. Lake copper has scored an
advance of 1c a pound. Spelter has
advanced 1-4¢ a pound, and will affect
zine. Steel billets have advanced 60c.
u ton  Wire nalls have advanced 15¢
a keg. The general tone of the mar-
ket is firm. Higher prices are looked
for as a result of the general advance
in metals.

Grocery Trade Notes.

The wranberry situation is vry
strong. Xastern markets have ad-
vanced 2Gc to 50c a barrel

An advance in canned salmon I pre-
dieted when the spring demoand sets
in. A combine of Columbla Triver
packers is in progress. ~

The possibllity of a duty Dbelng
placed on teas this year is causing a
foellng of anxiety on the part of buy-
ersg, who do nob know exactly how to
act, . .
The season is now so far advanced,
says the Louisiana Planter that it has
become thoroughly manifest that the
Loulsiana sugar crop this season wi'
{all from 25 to 40 per cent below the
anticipated yield.

A movement has be2en begun Ly the
Farmers’ club at San Jose, California,
having for its subject the creation of
a great assoclation of Interest to con-
trol the dried prune output on thdt
coast. The enterprisé 1s to be along
the lines of the wine-growers’ assocla-
tion, and the citrus combine at Fresno.

There has been o stronger feeling In

‘the market for dried fruit in Denia,

and prices for selected stock lave ad-
vanced fully 2s. A Montreal {firm
cablei an offer of 17s for & round lot
of selected, but.the reply was that
nothing was obtainable under 19s,
which figure 18 equivalent to §51-ic¢
Montreal, . -

A couple of weeks ago we reported
& decline in sulphur matches in the
east. Later the price list for the
western market on Eddy's matches has
been reduced. The reduction Is 40c¢
per case. Prices are now as follows:

Telegraph, $3.45, telephone $3.25,
tiger $3.10 per case. Other lines are
not changed. .

A Montreal report says: There is
o strong feeling in the market for
Barbadoes molasses, owing to the very
smali stock held, consequently higher
prices are anticipated in the near
future. There has been consideraule
enquiry of late from wholesale grocers

“for round lots. and sales of 25 and 650

puncheon lots have taken place at 31c,
which figure is an’ advance of 1c per
galion over previous transactions.

A Toronto report says: There I8
somo talk of a further advauce of one
farthing In low grade-Indian teas. Ad-
vicgs whieh have been recelved [rom
Indin state that there is no possibllity
of prices going lower this season.
Everyone here i8 asking for Indlan and
Cerlon Pekoe Souchong teas in  the
nelghborhood of 13¢, but there are
none to be had under 13 1-2¢, and there
are practically no teas of the desirable
clags offered. Good {lavory Ceylon

.menced.
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teas ol Jrom 17c¢ to 18c are also scarce.

Thero has been some inguiry for Japan

teas at about 16¢, but they are scarce.
| S

Mining Notes.

The Alice C. (Ontario) Is alleged to
have shipped a $2,000 brick.

The Gollen Star (Ontario) has de-
clared a dividend of 1 per cent per
share.

“The ¥ mimond Reef Co. have decld-
ed to L..rease the battery to forty
stamps. t

The rush to the Atlin gold fields in
northern British Columbia has com-
Two vessels left Vancouver
on Jan. 21 with over a hundred pas-
sengers. . :

Ninety and a fraction ounces of gold
from 94.45 tons of ore is tho alleged
return of that quantity of rock from
the Bad mine, Northwestern Ountarlo.
Tho ore wae crushed by the Koewatin
Reduction company.

The only change to be made in the
royalty clause of the Yukon regula-
tione will be to ralse from $2,500 to
£5,000 the amount of the output
from each clalm to be exempted from
the 10 per cent royalty.

Leases for 2,410 acres of Indiaw re-
serve 88D have been lssued to the
New Sabaskong Gold Mining Co., of
Ontarlo, Limited. which is incorporat-
ed with a capital of 125,000 shares
of $1 each.

Jas. Hammond, managing director of
the Hammond Gold Reef mine, Saw
Bill distriet. Northwestern Ontarlo.
says it Iz the intention to do work
on a much larger scale this year on
theso properties. Electrical power 1s
to bo added and the stamp mill in-
crensed to elghty stamps.

Alex. M. Hay has lately returned
from the old country, where he made
arrangemente to open up the Rab-
bit Mountaln sliver mine, Port Ar-
thur district. Although this mine has
been closed for several years it has
always been considered o good pro-
perty.

‘A syndieate headed by A. B. Up-
ton of Duluth. has secured the Do-
minion Reduction Works at Rat Port-
age. The syndicate has also aequired
the Gold Hill mine, with its 10-stamp
mill the Black Jack. the Sultana Jr.,
located nesr the Gold Hill, and D217,
adjoining the Mikado mine. These pro-
perties have shalts from 40 to 200
feet deep. '

Dry Goods Trade.

In the United States printed fabrics
for spring are going very freely both
with agents and jobbers, the strong
tone of the gray cottons induclng very
frec buying to stock up. Gray cot-
tons continue very firm in price, and
are costing above the parity of the
finished moods. Print cloths are again
full of strength, the surplus heving
been worked.out of the way, and the
market ison a profitable basls. Ging-
hams are sold ahead and are firm.
Men’s wear wovolens are quiet. ‘Prices
thus far have been B to 10 per cent.
below last year on some goods and un-
changed on others.

The second day of the wool auction
sales in London opened with a good
attendance. The continental Duyers
wera especially eager to secure wool
sultablo for their wants, and the
home trade operated strongly and pur-
chased goods 65 to 10 per cent above
the December sales, .

-



