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DAMP WHEAT FOR SEED.

A good many farmers throughout
the country contemplate selling thelr
gound wheat and holding damp grain
for sced. The Commercial bas Jearn-
ed of u number of ingtances wlere
this plap is contemplated. Before
the sound wheat is disposed of, how-
ever, it would be wislom to enquire
as to the value of damp grain for
seed purposes. The Commercial is not
an authority on agricultural ques-
tions. ‘We would like to hear from
some one who could speak with au-
thority ob this matter.

SAD ROADS.

The question of roads ls really oune
of the most serfous problems which
Mauntsba has to face to-day. In
some districts, where Lud soll is ilght
or gravely and naturally well dralned,
the question is not such a serlous one.
There are other farge areas, howsver,
where the roads are practically im.
passade in bad weather. Bad roade
are o great drawback to any conu-
try. ey  wear out horses and
vehiclas before thelr time, lead to
Lreakdowns aud accidents, somotimes
of a serious nature, render {t neces-
sary to make two trips where ane
wouia sometimes answer, by reason of
the small loads which can ounly bo
taken, coasume double time often iun
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travelitng a glven distance, compel
farmors to remain at home 1dle when
they should be marketing thelr pro-
duce, ete., ete.  The loss of time and
monoy, directly or indlirectly, as are-
sult of bada roads, I8 a most sorious
matter. Great attention has been
ghven of late years to the improvement
of routes of vravel by rall and water,
as weh as 4o tho cheaponing of trans-
portation. The ordinary ‘counvry
road represonts the beginning of our
system of transportation. Good roads
are as essentinl fram an economic point
of Viewv as 1§ the Improvement of the
great commerclal highways. ‘The
total production of the country muvé
tirst pass over the country road before
it reaches tho primary market, If
the roads are bad, the loss in  this
transportation is serfous. 1t \would
be a difftcult matter to convinee in-
diviaual furmers that they wore los-
ing §50 to $160 annually by reason of
the bad condition of the roads over
which they were obliged to travel in
transporting their produce to mar-
xet. Yet we feel convinced that if
mapy farmers would make u carztul
record of the time they have lost in
enforeed idfeness through bad roads, or
m unnecessary dolays in travelung, at
times perhaps with half the load wnich
could otherwise have been taken, and
ostimate the unnecessary wear and
tear of horse flesh and vehicle, they
would find that ouvr cstimate as ot
a ligh one.

We do not require to go far from
Winnipeg to find bad roaads, perhaps
equal to the worst in the province.
During the recent spell of bad weath-
er the roads leading out of the city
were practical y impassable. In fact we
make the broad assertion that there
is not a mile of good road in the2 Win-
nipeg. district, outside of the city
hmits. The main road leading out of
the city, through the rural municipal-
ity of Kildonan, tiie oldesti settled dus-
trict of Manitow, is a samplo of a

practically lmpassable road in wet
weather. Here is o settlement near-

ly 100 years old, where the people
have been content all this time to wal-
low through mud hub deep, or shut
themselves up within the precincets of
their ural abodes, sometimes for
weeks at a  time, during scasons of
frequent precipitagtion.

In another dircction, perhiaps the
most Important bighwiyy leading out
of the city, through the rural muni-
cipality of Asshiiboin is the same
shameful  condition. This highway,
kuown as the Portage road, also
leads through an old settled district,
and is about the oldest road i tho
country, but not one mile of this road
has been put in passable condition for
bad weather, during all these years.
This same municixility Is offering a
bonus for the ercction of a small {lour
will within its boundaries. It would

276

be of vastly more benefit to have a
good road leading into the city, the
natural market for the municipality,
which would enable the farwmers to
trausport their produce to market at
a reasonable cost for labor and wear
and tear of plawt.

These two main roads which we
have mentioned, lead through (ine
districts, one along the Red and the
other along the Assiniboine river,
where there are many beautiful loea-
tlons for rural resldences. If  theeo
roads were fmproved it would be an
inducement for city pcople to estab-
Hsh summer rosidonges along the riv-
ers, instead of going away to some of
the lnkes for o summer outing. Win-
nipeg is getting to be quite a city,
and as the business men becowme estab-
lished they will seak for comfortable
summer residencas where they can ei-
joy a little case and relaxation from
business. ‘The forbidding character of
the country roads leading out of tha
clty, however, puts & damper on the
selection of any of the many pretty
spots along the rivers as places for
summer residences. ’

This question of roads is a matter
which should be grapplel with at
once. If thes: municipalities had built
only one mile of road cach year for
the past ten or fifteen years, they
would now have main highways of o
passabie nature. The question, how-
ever Should not be left with the rural
municipulitics alone. Tle provincial
government should take hold of the
matter, and be prepared to give the
necessary instructions to enable the
municlpalities to build decent roads.
Tha eister province of Ontarlo has
taken up this matter, and provincial
tugtructors in road making have been
appointed to assist and advise the
municipal authorities. The useless
and antiquated statute labor gystem,
which is belng dropped by all progres-
slve municipalities in the east, should
be abolished as oue of the first steps
tn the direction of reform in road
making. Unleds some active and im-
portant influence is brought to bear
upon this matter, we are liable to
go on indefinitely wallowing through
mud and mire, as the early colonists
of the Red river have done for nearly
a century past.

AOTIVE SOLICITORS WANTED EV-
erywhere for *‘The Story of the Pbilip-
pines,” by Murat Halstoad, commission-
ed by tho Govornment as Ofticlal Histor-
ian to the War Department. Tthe book
was written in crmy camps at San Fran-
clsco, on the Pacific with General Mer-
ritt, {in the hocpitals at Honolulw, in
Hong Kong, in the American trencles
at Manila, In the insurgont campe with
Aguinaldo, on the deck of tho Olympin
with Dewoy, and in tho roar of battle
at the fall of Manila, Bonanza for ag-
ents. Brimful of original picturcs tak-

en by government photographers on the
spot. g book. Low prices. Big
profits. Frelght paid. Credit given.

Drop all trashy unofficial war bLooks,
Outtit frec. Addrese F. T Barber, Sce,,
Star Ipsurance Bldg., Chfcago. .



