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could not bo malutainod for such
lengtih ot timo was mere wind. Loat! a:
men are chaling under the disadvan-
tages under wl?fch thiey are laboring
In c¢hie production of leather.  Thoy
realize that thoy ought to get more
for thelr steck, but are so afrald of
cach other that they dare not ask
but u moiety of the advance to which
+they are entitled by the increased cost
of thelr goods. Stocks of leather
were never 80 baro as at prasent and
the slightest accelaration of the de-
mand will bring up.prices with a jump.
A soon as fall manpufacturing Is Lalrly
under way the leather markat must
gtiffen. Manufagturers realizing this
foct are flguring cautiowsly in re-
gard to the comlng seodon’®  goods.
An advancee Is sure to come on all
classes Of shoes. Retotlers -should
make up thelr minds not to be caught
short on shoes.

The New Westminster Fire.

One of tlie most disastrous lres that
has ever vislted any part of Canuda,
swept over the city of Naw Westmin-
ister, Britlsh Columbia, on the night
of Saturday, September 10th, and
before it had spent: itself or could
be controlled, almost completely des-
troyed the 'main business apd resi-
dential portion of the city. The or-

izin of the fire hag not yet heen def-

initely determined. First reports at-
tributed it to @ spark ignlting
some hay on one of the private
wharves which front along the river,
Jater reports attribute it to the
work of an incendiary. Whatever its
origin, thie result was disastrous in the
extreme, no less than hall a square
mile* of territory, containing in the
nelghborhood of three hundred and
twenty-seven buildings of all kinds,
many of them  handsome business
blocks and residences, was burmed over
and left a heap of smoking ruing, The
loss is estimated at from $2,000,000
to  $3,000,000  with insurance for
. about half the amount. Worse still,
it.1s-believed that some lives wore lost
salthough a8 yet nothing delinite is
known-ag to this. Ry the burning-of
the residential portion of the -city
some two thousand of i's citizens were
made homeless and exposed ‘to. the
hardsblp of lving in the opemny air un-
til shelter could-be provided for ‘them.
Timely asesistance was, however, ren-
dered by the citizens of Vancouver anad
otlier meighboring communities. .
- -A.poartial list of the business build-
ings, etc., which hiave been burned in-
cludes the following: . .
Market wharf, Brackman & Xer's
whar! and contents valued at $10,-

000, New. Vancouver Coal company's ’

whar!f, Cunningham houses (four),
Western Flsheries ‘company, with
pack, No. 8 fire hall, Gilley Brothers’
whar! and warehouse, Canadian Pa-
clfic railway station, Caledonia hotel,
Quong Onwo Co.’s building, Welsly
building, Brackmipn & Ker's gtore aud
full stock of flour, James Wise build-
ing, Holbrook ‘hotel, Charles McDon-
ough's store, Armstrong's English
block, Eichoff lhotel, McGillivray's
bullding, Occidental hiotel, Armstrong-
Burk block, MacArthur bullding, Ircn
works, Annadeles’ and Fales' svores,
Bank of Montreal, Douglas hotel,
Hambly. block, Westminster club,
‘Bank of British Columbia, New. West-
minster Columbizn newspaper, Beglle
block Wintermute's furniture factory,
Baker's bakery, Y. M. C. A,
fire hall No. 1, Library bulldlng,
postolfice and customs’ building, Ll-
axd building, Blackie bulldiug, Colonial
_hotel, Globe Houso (Mrs. Rae), Mead
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bullding, Gropto hotel, Burns-Curtis
bloek, central telephone office, "Drapphs
suetion store, Masonle bullding  and
Qdd Yellowp® bullding, Lewls building,
Sineluir  Canning company's bulldivg
aitd season’s pack, Central fiotel, Depos
hotel, True building, Moethodint chuveh
($10,000), Baptisy ehureh  ($10,000),
Lpuscopalian enureh, $L6,000), Lres-
bytorian church, St. Leonaruss 1§0,-
04v), court house, city hall, lferrin’s
opera house ($20,000), Lowis block,
Hotel Guichan, Merchanis' fixchange,
Chingso Misslon, Bwan's residence
1$45,000), ahid about two hundred aud
fifty houscs on Agnes strest, Royal
avenue, Douglag atreot and  other
roatds.

YTirst reports  as ito losses statoad
that the Sun Life company was u
litavy loscr by reason of wmorsziges
on the dostroyed proporty, but this
rcport has gubsequontly been dJented
from the company’s head office and
the statement I8 made that the Sun
loses absolutely nothing by Newy Wegt-
minster policies.

somoe o! the leading lnsursnce coms
panies have gotalled up their losses as
follown. Connecticut $75,000, Phouanix
af London $80,000, North British and
Alercantile $48,000, Sun _ §13,000,
](o‘}'al $44.000, London and Lancashire
$75,000, Liverpool, London and Globo
_$76,000, Union $35,000.

Dry Goods Lrade.

Cotton fabrics in the United States
aro quie’, but e earwathin nt and bet-
ter vemand in IFall River huas forced
1-16c. advance in the fprice of 64
squarcs in that market.

A Montrea! cespatel says: The Dom-
{nion Cotton Mills company, which re-
cently made aun arrangement respec-
ing the proluction of grey cotton with
two Quebee, factories, has also adopt-
ed a new policy. It is proposed to
closy several of its mills at outsido
polnts, and to increase the capacity
of its mills here.

There has been some adjustieent to
‘prices in dry goods 10 meet tariff ex-
igencics. Blue uinims in the ligher
quulitics have been reduced in price
by the manuwacturers 1-2c. This was
done to meet competition from out-
side factories. On .tlie other haud
some of the higher grade of Canadian
make have been advanced 3-3c. This
was possible under the tariff as it is
at present, as the duty catches the
higher priced stuff,

A Toronto report says: There i
not likely to be any Ilarge lot of coc-
tons thrown on the market this sea-
son at lower prices ‘than  jobbers
bought the goocs earlier ln the sea-
son, as was done ind caused such o
lot of complaint one or two seasons
ago. The demand for cotton Is very
active, and it is.in some cases, diffl-
cult to get orders filled promptly. Pil-
low cottons an | bleached shealing are
very scarce. aud cotton grain bags,
especinlly those of a-high grade, are
not obtainable in large lote from the
mills now, and orders placed recently
cannot be filled for tiirec or four weeks
or more., The market for cottous pro-
mises to gain strength as the season
advances, aud those who wish to be
supplied should order early, as a lit-
tle latter it will not be a matter of
price, but a question of getting the
goods when they are wanted for the
trade. .

Vancouver Board of Trade,

Tho annual report of the Vancouver
board of trade has been issued in
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pamphiet form and besldey the usual
Information relating moro particulyr-
Iy (o the affairs of the board contalinsg
a great deat of general imformation,
vompiiea from oflficial sources, relat-
Ing to the trade and industries of Von-
comer and of the province of British
Coluribia as o whole. The lumoerlng,
fishing, ning, agricultural and ship-
ping Industries are all reviewed brlefly
and the latest statistics presented in
conewse  form.  Mechamically and
artistically this report Is an exceed-
ingly creditable production and it is
cncased by & beautifully lithographied
cover, the wlole belng the work of
The Province Publishing Co., Ltd,

The Comimercinl Men,

J. AL Coombs, of Myrou, McBride &
Co., Winnipeg, has returned from a
trip through thg Crow’s Nest couutry.

R. H. Climle, wegtoin representative
of Knox, Morgan & Co., Hamlton, goes
oast shortly to visit the headquarters
ol hig firm.

I’ H. Moon, of tho British Columbia
Mtlls, "Timber and Trading' Co., arrived
in Winnipeg this week. He reports
business good at the coast, but she
export {umber trade 8 quiet.

13. H Taaffe, westare representative
for Tooke Beos., Mongreal, returned the
first of She week frony his final trip for
this season. e will proceed to Mon-
treial and return Jater with new season
samples. Mr. Taoffe says the sea-
coir’s business has been very good.with
them and the merchants throughout
the country are feeling very nopeful.

Harry J. Madill, of R. J. Whitla &
Co., left last cvening for the west on
an oxtended business trip. .

A Striking Issue.

The September Canadian Magazine
contains four illustrated stories nng
a beautifully illustrated article on
Jamalca; the rest of the issue iy
taken up with articles as lollows:
The St. Lawrence fyoute and the
Manitoba Grain /Trade by ZEdward
Irarrer; Canada’s Internmtional Sta-
tus, by Sir Charles Hibbert Tupper;
Fallure of thie Australian Federation
Bill by W. H. Fitchett; The Members
of the First Dominion Parliament—
—with portraits and autographs—by
Sir John G. Bourinot; A Review of R,
G. Haliburton’s Scientific Discoveries
by Norman Patterson; The Cham-
plain Monumenst, by Arthur G. Doug-
ty; Great Britain and Russin by
Charles Frederick Hamilton; and Cur-
rnent; Events Abroad by Johm A.
Ewan.

Effective Advertising.

The Kansas City Journal saya that
a flour merchant at Edgar let the
story get out tnat while he was stoop-
ing over his flour binz a $150 diamond
ring had slipped off his finger into the
flour. He appeared to be greatly ex-
ercised over the losk, got a notice in
the local paper, but finally announc-
ed with a sigh that he would have to
give it up; that the ring was in the
flour somewhere; that he supposed It
would turn up in a sack of flour but
he had no-ldea what one. Well you
ought to have seen the Loom that
~guileless man had in the flour trade.
IFor the next-week he had to hire ex-
tra help to fill sacks out of that bin.
One man who wever bought a sack
from lim before came isf and had o
winter's  supply.  And the smooth
metuiait whistled softly as he (ill-
ed the sacks and winoked the other
oye. . :



