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honor of naving obtalned tue first vicvory in the
causo of real and sound tariff reform.” Mark
the words * firat victory for real and sound
turlll voform,”  "I'he Liberals have gained many
individual victories of late ycars, but Mr,
Laurior adimits they wero not victories forsoun.
taviff roform. The Winnipeg olection is the
first ouo sioce tho pa- Ly adopted u sound policy.
It indicatesas surcly as the suu rises and scts
what tho West will do at the tirst opprrtunity.

Wianip g aud Manitobs nover voted ou the
tarill - question before.  Tho West was
blocked fromn expressing an opinion upon
high tari’ at the last goneral election,
though  the DLurden was felt  heavy
cnaugh thes, because ucither party, as Mr.
Laurier admits, had o *‘sound toriff refoym
policy. It wus a question *‘of two evils
choose the lesser,” Previous to tho
last general election, the populution of Mani
toba was trifling, political questions hero were
in a coofused state, and elections alwayz
turned upon local iesues. The peculinr poliny
pursied taward tho Weat by tha Jast Liberal
governmont was also fresh in the memorics of
the early zettlers and intelligeut native popu-
lation, "Lime has dono a good deal to effaco
these memories with the carly settlers, while
the votiog population to-day is made up
lavgsly of later arrivals, who ave not familiar
with tho policy of the last. Liboral government
toward tho West. Thec country has now pro.
gressed in population and development to such
an extent that political yuestions will bhe
fairly faced, aside from local issucs, When
the *“causo of real and sound tariff’ roform,” as
Me. Laurier puts it, is at stake, there need be
no fear as to the verdict of Manitoba.

THE HAWAITAN QUESTION,

The action of the Washington administra.
tion in the matter of the Hawaiian question is
to.ba highly commended. It is s0o much in con.
trast with the usual procedureoftho nations that
itis alinost too strange to be true. “Thou shult
not covet,” is a commandment which has
been thoroughly disregarded by the nations,
Schemes, iotrigues and all sorts of villainous
work is being carried out continuously by the
great civil zed and Christian nations, in order
to gain possession of wnore land. In this in-
stance the government of the United States
boldly exposes un intrigue cngineered by its
own oflicials, and repudiates their acts. Indi-
cations all along pointed strongly to the belief
‘that the United States was really at (he bot-
tom of the revolution which overthrew the
government of Hawaii, and led subsequently
to an appeal to the United States for the an-
nexation of the kiugdom. This belief is now
beyond dispute. The \Washiogton admivistra-
tion, after careful investigation, has declared
that its own officials wore at the bottom of the
whole affair. The action of these oflicials has
been repudiated, sand the administration bas
declared that the goveroment of Hawaii
must be restored.  This will be the cause of
great chagrin to the schemers, after: all their
plotting to throw the islands into the arms of
the United States.  Tho action of the United
Statcs government, however, in refusig to ac-
copt dominion over the kingdom of Hawaii in

this dishonorablo fashion, is most praiseworthy.
It is an honorable oxample tosot to tho untions
of the world. The bdtter class of United States
citizens will feel satisfied with the uction of
their government, no matter huw much they
might desiro the eapansion of tho national do-
main,

The republic is great enough us itis.  The
United Siates is a maguificent country, vast in
extent, compact in form and wonderful in its
resources, There is vast reom at home for the
oxpaneion of the already Jargo population. The
government has a great work in acrving tho
{ntereat;of its prescvt consolidated domaio,
without looking to the acquisition of isolated
territory to divide its intcrests and opgaje its
attention. ‘Tho chief aim of the girvernment
should bo to make the Ugited States the homo
of a coutented and properous people, The pre-
sent domain i8 oxtonsivo enough to ensure a
vast population aud give tho people all the
greatness they should long for as a nntion
There could be no higher aim than to further
hatmounize and consolidute tho nation within its
present domain, and advaunco the condition of
citizanship to tho highest attainable pinuacle.
The acquisition of territory abroad is necorsary
neither to the greutness of the nation norto the
comfort of the people. Oa the other band it
would teud to international complications and
unpleasantuess, and rotard the harmonizivg of
present interests.  With its vast exteut of
corpact and fruitful territory, the ropublic
can well afford to be ¢“ out of the swim * in tho
fotriguiog which is constautly going on awong
tho nations for the acquisition of new domain.

PURCHASING POWER OF WHEAT.

We hear a great deal about the low vslue of
wheat theeo days, but peoplo seem to overlook
the fact that wheat is really of moro value now
taan it was some years ago. The value of a
commodity is its purchasing power, and the
purchasiog power of u bushel of vheat is great-
er now than it was ten or twelve years ago.
Wo repeat, that a bushel of wheat at 10 to 50
cents per bushel, ia worth more to the Maai.
toba farmer to day thau it was ten or twelve
years ago at 75 cents to §1 per bushel. The
Maaitoba farmer should find wheat as profit.
able a crop to day at the current low valaes as
he did in the ¢ boom ” days of a decade ago.
The bushel of wheat will to.day go as far in
purchasing his necessitics and supplying his
needs, as the bushel would tome years ago
when the price was high, and when the indua-
try of wheat growing was considered vory pro-
fitable.

At first glance the superficial reader may
doubt the assertions above, but proof is casy.
Do you agk prcof? Binders sold some years
ago in Manitobn as high as $350 cach. It
would take about 4664 bushels of wheat, at 75¢
per bushel, to buy a binder in those days, and
a mighty poor machine at that was sccured.
Now an infinitely superior machine can be pur-
chased at about $130 to $140 on time, and
the ready cash will buy them oven lower.
At 45 cents per bushel it will take
ouly 311 bushels of wkeat to buy the farmer
o first class new binder, on credit, makivg a
saving of about 135 bushels. In other words,
311 bushols of wheat at 45 conts per bushel, is

worth as much to the Maaitoba farmer to.day as
4063 bushels were somo yearsago.  We could go
on and multiply examples by the column, of this
nature, but it is not necessary to doto  \What
is truc of binders is true in n greater or lesser
extent of about overythiog tho faviner requirea.
Ho paid fabulous prices for imported horses a
fow yeare ago, a great maay of which died ho-
foro hio got much value out of them, bocauso
thoy were not acclimatized, and could not
staud the poor stabling and lovy drives which
they were subjocted to hore. Now the prico of
horses to the now settlor is reasouable. Vo
hardly need to refor to fencing material and
building material, wnd provisions and clothing
and overything else, which cost about double
or {reble present prices. Lhen farmers went
in dob¢ very frocly in those ‘‘boom” days aud
paid interest rates on goods bought on credit
which would make the very shylocks of to-day
look aghast. '

Altogetheras ouc scans over the list of values
now aud u doz:n ycars ago, the conclusivn must
be that wheat is a very dear commodity at
present prices.  Either this, or it must have
been amazingly cheap when it sold years ago
for 73 cents to §1 por bushel.

Why is it then (hat there is so much grumb-
ting about presont unprecedentedly low prices
for wheat, when the grain is really
worth mora now (that is, will buy moro of the
nccessitics of life) than it was ten or twelve
years ago. Perbaps the answer is, that Lhe
difliculiy is in wipiug off these old scores and
making up for the extravagauce of tho past.
When it comes to paying for rotten binders
which cost 450 or wore bushels of wheat at 75
ccats por bushel, and dead horses which cost
200 bushels of wheat at $1 per bushel ; paying
for buildings ard fences which cost fabulous
quantitics of wheat at S0 to 90 cents por bush-
cl—when it comes to paying for these with
wheat which will now bring only 49 conts
per bushel, it is cortainly a hard row to hoe,
Millions and millions of bushels of wheat
have been poured iuto rat boles in Manitoba—
thrown away for useless or unnecessary farn
machinery, for dead horses and for excessively
costly commiodities of all kinds. This is large-
1y what the country is suffering from to-day,
though the relative value of wieat ns a
medium of exchange is greater now then if was
a few yecars ago,

There is still a waste of wheat on account of
high tariff taxation.  We will not attempt to
eatimate the number of bushels of wheat that
are  being poured cvery year into e
high-tarif rat hole in Munitoba, but
a vast pile is guing into this unbsatiable
maw, Let us plug up the high-tarifl’ rat-
hote, und the value of every bushols of wheat
will be further increased, or what is the same
thiog, the purchasing power of cach bushel
will be increased.

Low and all as the price of wheat is to-day,
Manitoba offers o better field for sottloment
now than it did in the boom days. Now settlers
coming in can obtain what they require at
moderate prices. At present values all around,
they will be able to pay for machinery and
other requirements much more quickly than
they could when grain prices wero double what
they now are. While grain piices are likely to



