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THE COMMERCIAL,

————

From theclosing bids given below, a general ad-
vance in nearly all the leading banks will be
noticed .0 have taken place.

Dec. 31, Dee. 7.
Montreal .. . . 186y .. 1873
Ontario .. .. . 1C3¢ .. 1043
Molsons . . .. 109 .. 108%
Toronto . . . 1743 .. 176}
Merchants .. . . 1083 .. 1083
Commerce .. - 1163 .. 1173
lwperial e . . 125 .. 125
Federal . - . 48 . 48}
Dominion .. . 185 .. 185%
Standard .. .. .. 110} .. 110}
Hamilton .. . . 116 .. 116}

Northwest Laad .. . 42 . 4
GRAIN AND PRUDUUE,

A visible improvement has taken place in the
grain and prodace market since our last report,
the market being firmer with an advance in
price, and the previous dullaess has to a large
extent disappeared, but it is evident that with
s.rall receipts and small stocks trade must re-
main quiet for some time.

WHEAT.

The demand has improved and a general ad-
vance iu price has taken place. Sales have
chiefly been in outside lots with very few sales
on shipping account. As high as 80¢ was

id for No. 1 Spring, and No, 2 Spriug and
No. 3 Fall were selling at 78c.

OATS.

Quiet ; demand fair with small receipts; No.

1 sold at 31 to 33c.
BARLEY.

The supply in thiz market isnot nearly equat
to the demand with firm prices for all grades
No. 1 brough* 70c, and bad there been more
would have goue higher; No. 2, 63c.

RYE.

Still dull with little or no demand ; prices

stilt unchanged at 55 to 56c.
PEAS.

In fair demaud with but little to be had,

I'rices paid on the strees were 56 to 57c.
POTATOES.

The demand is still very slow with receipts
equal to the demand. Prices per bag 40 to 45c.
EGGS,

Receipts in this line hrve been on the incease
and now scem to be fully suilicient to supply
tho demand. Prices are as tollows : himed, 18
to 19¢; fresh, 20 to 21c for round lots.

BUTTER.

In this line the market s still glutted, with
no immediate prospect of an improvement.
Rolls ure from 14 to 16¢, with inferior going as
low as 12¢,with tubs and crocks from 16 to 1Sc.

CHEESE,
Unchauged, good demand and prices steady at
114 to 12c for good and chetce, aud 1lc fa
medium.
PORK.
Thie market atill romains anchanged, with a
few small lots selling at $15.50.
BACON.
In fair demand, with a few sales in rouad lots.
Rolls sold at 9jc; bellies steady at 104c.
HAMS,
In good demand, with fair prices, as follows:
amoked 11v, with small lots as high as 12¢,
LARD,

The demand in the market is still good, large
lats of tincets sciling z% 10¢, and emall uncs at
10j to Ile,

POULTRY.

Box lots in fairly good supply, but in only
fair demand.  Prices arc as follows: turkeys 10
to Jlc; geese, 6 to 7¢; ducks and fowl stiil at
40 to G0¢ per pair.

APPLES,

Receipts large, with slow sales,
SL.75; $1 to $:.50 for poor.

Choice at

The Hardware Trade of 1884,

The quiet prevailing in other branches of
business and especiaily in staple metals has ex-
erted some influence apon the hardware trade
of the past year, aud there has not been the
briskness that was hoped. On the other hand,
this department of commerce, as coming more
directly in contact with the individual con-
sumer, and supplying in & measure private
wants, which have been less curtailed than
those of corporations and great enterprises, has
suffered less than many of its kindred liacs.
The activity in ‘the veviovs branches of hard.
ware has been of very different degree, butasa
rule it is safe to say that the lighter classes of
goods have moted wmore frecly. If the aggre-
gate of trade foots up less than was anticipated,
it will nevertheless be found to be large. Care-
ful estimates wade from he best sources de.
velop the feet that the total quantity of goods
haudled iu 18584 is in excess of that handled in
1583, though it is possible that the money value
of sales may be fractionally less. It is true
that the condition of this tiade has not been
saticfactory and that there have been smal
margins of profit. But even this unsatisfactory
state has been exaggerated, and an examination
of the figures shews less cause for complamt
than the surface impressions would scer to
warrant. The trade for the year has been
‘argely made up of petly orders, and buyers
have been conservative, close and disposed to
heggle over prices. To thesc causes, coupled
with the croakings of chronic grumblas, are
due in a large measure the eraggerated ideas of
depression sometimes expresxed and industr-
ously circulated by sensuUonal journuls. The
tendency of prices during the year has beea
downward with very few exceptions, snd the
general average is 19 to 15 per cent. fower than
on the 1st of January last. The dechnes have,
however, been less hurtful to the irade than
these of the preceding year, hecouse they have
been more slow and gradual aud have canght
very few merchauts with any very considerable
stocks on hamd.  The dechines have also been
lcss severe apon the manufacturer, becauvse
they bave been offset tosome extent by cheaper
Inbar.  Morcover, valuable advances have been
made ir the dircetion of cconomical adininistra-
tion by both werchants and manufacturers,
which has assieted materially during the dull
times ard which will e a source of profit in
the future, The low price of grain lias pre-
vented farmers from selling or has returned so
little for their crops that their funds have been
diverted to mure pressing claimy, and the coun-
try merchants have not been able to colleet as
fuily 28 could be de.ired. Neverilicless, thongh
a little slow, they bave managed to make pay-
ments with a very fair degreo of promptness
roder the circumstances, and in this respect

e—

there has beena little improvement towany;
the last days of the year. Thoe failure soo)

of hardware houees is neither large nor glocr; §§
Contrary to the usual impressions, that y3 §
times of quict advauntage is taken as the fuuy E
afforded to iuvent and put upon the gy B
new patterns and designs, the past year by [
witnessed the introduction of comyarativey 8
few new articles.

The demand for carriage and wagon hud.
ware, malleable castings, etc., has beon gty J
unde, that of 1883, and the market t a3 runty §
entire course of the year withovt offeriug ay
especial feature or exciting any pecaiiar e
cst.  The average of values in this depurtge:
is said to have ruled not more than 5 o] I ;
cent lower than at the begiuning of the yeu. B

In general hardware the tonnage has shm
u slight increase over that of 1853, while tv [
money value of trausactions exhilnts asgf
decrease.  Cutlery, farming tools, aud uf§
classes of light goods in generaPuse by theps :
ple have mora than he'd their own, v
staples used in manufacture have buen w8
what depressed. The celative range of pisf
in this line is very complicated and hard 4§
2t, but they are lower s.ad at the same tz]
steadier than they were a yeat agu  The juf
opened up well in heavy ha ‘dware aid railncB
supphies, but trade dropped off carlyin g
spring, and the summer and fall trade Latef
hght, and the volume of business is hardyz P
to vhat of last year. This is due laigdy tiof
short buying of railroad companiex cauwlif
tue financial troubles and the dispositivo izl
down expenditures—a conditioa which v}
speedily remedy itself since therc is alizE
the extent to which old things can Ve patz§
up and made to do.

The quantity of builders® hardware aticf
plies sold has exceeded considerally i
last year, with the value of the trongssf.
for tite two years standing about «yual ik
in general lines are fully 15 per cent [v§
bt in such articles as tacks, brads, teliag
there has veen litt' or no decline  Thezf
ty of the goods callew for hagimpred O
m the face of the quiet “hme, anid thededd
bas been very largely for medivm yusg
Latterly, owing to the finishin:vp Wi
structures, there has been a very voda
fine goods. In this conncction it navle
that nails have suffered scverelv dediy)
year, falling from a relatively Lightot=
tively very Yow price. The tota) deast
tuc year has been 40 cents per key TL::T
ket has suffered from a lack of sl
gotten by the known excessive capacityds
mills, coupled with the vacilluting g
the wanufacturers regavding rotads J;
production.  During the yeat steel 63
made their appearance in the markd, i
been established as a regatar article of 53
and approxirated their price to that d"f.
nails.  Wire nails have come inte gm‘z‘f’”
aud have fallen 10 per cent.  prve, !
having a core of stecl with surfusssefis
also been introduced to a limitsd extei
dustiial World.

o —
Xt is the intention of the Ogilvie Mi5
to resume buying graiu at Minuedos




