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FORESTRY IN ONTARIO.

or ot Tmnîu L.-i îs

TiuL, question of practical forcstry is one wvhiclî
1.4 reLe imîg considerable attention at the prcscnt
tinie by ail civili,.ed i.;ountries, and yet, perhaps,
its importance is not recogni7ed 10 thc e\tent de-
sired. Truc it is that rapid advancenient lias
liecil made iii this direction wvitlîin the past few
years, and the public arc gradually becoining
couîvinced of thc nccessity of the systemnatic
prcserv'ation ot forest lands.

lIn the province of Ontario thc subject rccivcd
recognition at the liands of the Provincial Gov-
cri'ment soune YeaIrs -190. 11 tlîe Year 1883 tlie
Dcpartuuîcnt of Forestry wvas created, the late R.
W. l>hipps becomning chief clerk. Mr. Phiipps
wvas an ardent student of forcstry, and hield the
position up to thc timce of lus deatx in Fcbruary,
i8941. A considerable intcrval elapscd betwccn
the limie of his dcatlî and the appointmient of a
successor iii the person of tlîe late H-on. C. F.
Fraser, wlio hield the position for onlly a fcw
nîontlis prcvious t0 his deallu iii the faîll of 1894.
î le wvas succeedcd by tlîe present incumibent, Mr.
Thomuas Southw~ortli, andl upon his appointmcent
tlie oflice wvas tramîsferred to the Crowvn Lands
Department, wlherc il is believed the work can
be more advamtageously carricd on.

. Mr. Soutliwortlî is a tliorougli Canaclian, a
îqative of tlîe soul. I-le was born in 1855 in the
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Couuuty of Leeds, Ontario, and wvas a continuous
resident of dluit couuuty itiî luis reuioval ho To-
ronto 10 assumie tlîe duties of Clerkc of Forcstry.
,Wr. Southw~ortlu's miotlier, I)iaitla Stoddard,
was bonil ii the sanie coulnty, lier parents,
wluo uiigrated fromuî Connecticut, Iuaving been
auuîong the pioneer settlers of Leeds. His
fallier, Stepleu J. Southvorîîi, of Brockvilîe,
%vas a niative of Verniont, but caile ho Canada
ovet' sixty years ago.

Mlr. SoutIiworîIi was cducated ah itue counîtry
scixool iii Kitîey au( the luigli sclîool at Atliens.
Rcuîîoviuîg 10 Brockcvillc, lue wvas eniployed as
local reporter oui the Brockvillc Recorder, and
afîerwards as editorial wvriter. lu i 179 lie wvas
uuarricd to M\,iss Mar), Ta3 lor, of Gananoque,
sister of George Taylor, M. 1P. for S .uth Leeds,
and ii tHic followinig ycar enibarked iii business
as a. job printer. lui .iu 88 lis businîess wvas anial-
gamiated witîî the Pecorder, a parhnership, being
fornîed betwecn luim anud the late Col. David
W'> lie, and fa-oui Ilat timne tantil lie acccpted luis

prteseil. position tlue businuess and miost oh t*.e
tine the editorial niauuagenieuut of thie paper %%as
iuu lis lîauds.

ANNV'AL REP'ORT.
Thicannual report of M~r. Southîwortlî, wlîicli

lias just beeuî issued, proves conclusively luis
qualifications for the position. lIn the initroduc-
lion il is statted that tlue transfer of the position
to the Crowu Lands Departnie,ît conteniplates
the establishîmenut of a bureau uuuder the direct
control of thie Deparînient, wvitlî a wvell-dcefinied
spliere iii the wvork of adnministration. Tlîougli
the poliky of the governinent iii tluis regard lias
not beenl fully developed, the cluaracter of the
w~orlc accomuîplislied during tlîc last fewv monîlus
will indicate iii a nîcasure tue cnlarged scopie o!
the operations of tlue bureau.

Frouîi the report tlîe following exîracts are
taken :

1 'O1RST SUPPLY.

Tlîe object of forestry is twvo-fold. 1-itlierto,
so far as tlîis continent, at lcast, is concerned, it
lias usually been considered mierely as a nicans of
ensuring favorable agricultural conditions and
preventing tlîe cleterioration of soif and climiate.
We have beenl so liabituated 10 regard the forcst
wvenitl of Amerkca as practically inexliaustible,
Iluat whlile the disastrous effects of forest destruc-
tion uipon agriculture forced tlîemselves uipon
the attention of tlue public, and procured a re-
ceptive liearing for forestry proposais as a remedy
for tiiese very obvious evils, tlue olluer, and more
imlportant aspect of the subjcct, hias luardly been
accorded ils due weiglut. Apart altogetlier from
the influence of tlie forests in dislributiuîg mois-
ire, regulating hemperature, and in other wvavs

mainlaining favorable conditionîs for cullivation,
the industrial interests o.f the country imperatively
require tlueir preservation as a perpelual source
of timber supply. Tlic foresti of Amierica, as a
niatter of fact, arc very far from being inexhaust-
ible, so far, at least, as the fincst and niost use-
fuI kinds of timber are couucerned.

Wilh tlîc developmnent of the country, more-
over, the home demand for timber and wvood
products of aîl kinds is proportionahely increasing,
and as our Unîited States neiglîbors are using up,
tlîeir forest supplies nîucli more rapidly Ihan our-
selves, inr.reased requiremients for shipnîent across
the line wvill soonl enluance tlie value of our timber
producîs. How extensive Iluat denand is likely
to be in the near future, and wvhat inroads it will
niake uponi our supplies, miay be in a measure
estiniated froni the report of Prof. B. E. Fernow,
Cliief of Forestry Division 'ah Washinghon for
1893, in wvliclu lie states Iluat the consuimption of
Wvood in the Unîited States is more Ilian filty per
cent. over wliat thueir forest area could produce
as an annual yiecd, and thuat the dcmand foý Wvood
material increases at tlue rate of over twenty-five
per cent. cvery ten years. Il requires, Iherefore,
no great foresiglît ho understand that in the
course of tlue uîext generation the price of wood,
especially ofîtue more valuable kiads, is certain ho
risc enornîously. As our staple manufacturing
and tiecliaiic.l industries are largely dependent
upor an adequahe and clieap timiber supply, the
preservahion of luis prominent factor in our
national weah is an equally important aim of
féresîry wvith the coincident benefit t0 agriculture.

rORESTS AS CAPITAL.

Owing t- the lavislîncss of naluye beyond aIl
imnîcdiate requirements, auîd the earlier nccssity
of rapid clearanîce of the Woods ho provide for
cultivation, Canadians have become liabituated

to wvastefui mnetlîods of lunîbering. Under the
influence of tlue old associations and condlitions
WCe are accustomed ho regard the axe as Ilie pre-
cursor of tlue plougli and ho look upon forcst
utilization as synonynîous witlî the forcst destruc-
tion. Current discussion respecting the timiber
policy of the Dominion and Provincial Goverui-
ments illustrates tlîis habit of thoughit. Tlue
timber resourccs belongiuîg t the public are
corrcctly enougli spoicen of as "'capital,"' but
wvlicn il is souglit to lurn tliese resources to pruc-
tical account il is often cliarged tlîat iii so doing
the Governmiient are "«dratwing uposi thecir capital."
There is no reasoni why this forai of capital, like
otliers, slîould îîot perpetuially reproduce itseif
and yield ample interest frorn ycar ho ycaî' wviîl-
out diminislîing ur inîpairing tlîe original endow-
ment. Judicious forest management involves no
wvaste of capital. To preserve tlie forces, in tlue
sense of leaving tlim untouclîed, is a wvaste froni
ycar ho year of thieir natural increase, as the trees
pass hhroughi tlîe stage of maturity 10 decay and
dealli. Witluout the inîterférence of man tîxere is
a constant consuimption of the forest products by
the deconiposition of the trees whvlîi have reaclied
tlieir terni of existence, the only différence being,
that under a regime of practical forestry, sucli
hrees, wvhcn tlîey liad reaclucd tlîcir prime, îvould
be selected for remioval, wvlile under natural con-
ditions tlieir decadence is graduaI. To allowv tîe
forest trees to mature and decay under the erron-
Cous idea îluat tlîereby tiniber resources wvere
being rebanded for tlue future wvould be a wvaste.

ANNUAI. GROWTII OF. TIM13El.

The United States Departnuent of Agriculture,
îlurouglh its forestry brandli, lias for some years
been preparing returns of "«timber physics,"
and among other things, somiething like close
figures have been obhained of the actual annual
growvth of tiînber on an acre of forest land under
ordinary forest conditions. These figures wvere
derived from a very extensive series of actual
measurement over a term of years on different
lots iii Maiiîe and New Hampshîire forests. The
conclusions reached by the United States autliori-
tics differ matcrially from the estimate given by
Browvn and Nisbet, eininent English autliorities
in the malter o!annual growth. While "Browvn's
Forester" eshimates the anruual growth on an
acre of Scots pines at roo to 150 cubic feet, tîxe
United States Division of Forestry places the
annual growvth in a New Hamîpshuire spruce forest
at only fifty-xîine and a haif cubie feet. In corn-
parur g these two estimates il must be borne in
n.- J that Brown's estimate is for a Scotch plan-
tat au in wvhich the Irees have been carefully
terdtzl, and in wvlicli, because of this, the growth
wvould be greatly in excess of tlîat in an ordinary
American forest, wliere overcrowvding and other
causes retard the growth. For the purpose of.
estiniating the annual growth in Ontario, wvhere
the conditions are mucli the sanie as iii the shates
mLtntioned, wve wvill take the United States figures
flfty-nine and a hiaîf cubic: feet, or for facility con'.-
puiing, sixty cubic feet per acre as the average
annual growth in theCrowvn forces under ordinary
conditions.

The area of the tinîber-bearing lands stilI be-
Ionging to the Crowvn in Ontario can only be
approxiniately estimated. According to a return
ho the House in 1893, lucre are about 21,000
square miles of pine lands under license, and
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