e TR S

14

THE CRITIC. f

HOME AND FARM.

——

"THE CULTIVATION OF THE GARDEN.

In last week’s issuo appeared an urticle on how fo lay out a garden.
Assuming that tho garden has been arranged in this way, its cultivation
presonts but fow difficultics, Liko overy thing oleo that is worth having, it
requires constant attention.

Tho boat time to kill weods is when they aro small, This is the only
timo when thoy can bo killed if thoy are growing with the moro delicate
garden vegetables, If thoy aro allowed to get a start they canuot bo pulled
without bringing up the vogetables to the same cxtont. Whon allowed to
grow, their ill elfects upon these are readily scen,

If the garden is vory weedy it is a gocd plsn to devote a patt of it to the
solo purpose of killing the weeds, and only cultivate tho vegetables on tho
other part. The part reserved for fallow should be plowed a dozon or moto
times during the season, every time in fact that tho weeds wake their
appcaranco above tho ground. Thoy should not be allowed to grow before
twiping them under. The cultivalor only kills those weeds and soeds of
weeds that aro nesr tho surfaco, but by plowing, all those sceds that aro
deep in the ground are brought up and given a chnce to sprout nnd may be
killed. Of course tho cultivator is to be used afier each plowing as well as
the hatrow. The next season the ather part of the garden should bo treated
in the same way.

It is & comparatively, easy thing to cultivate the vegetables. The horse
cultivator should bo passed betwoen the rows as often as weeds appear, or
whenever the ground becomes hard or tends to dry. The smnall weeds noxt
10 the Tow may be removed with a hand cultivator. There aro a number of
different styles of hand cuhiivators. Oune of tho best is so made that it
straddles the row and removes the weeds from both zides st onco. In the
hands of a careful perzon no hooing has to be done. It will do its work as
fast as a maun can walk. Later in tho season the weeds in the rows of those
plants that grow large and strong may be killed by thiowing tho dirt on them
with the horse cultivator.

The ground should be cultivated often, especially while the plants ore
small, and the cultivator should be sun deep, but, -3 the plants grow older,
it should be run shallower. Tho stirring of the surface of tho ground assists
in tho retention of moisture and should be done us often as possible through-
out the scason. If the ground is soft and mellow the plants can grow much
botter,asthe roots have a bettor chance to grow.

It is not such a difficult job to find time to work in the garden if one
wishes to, and give it proper attention st the required timo. The trouble
always arises on accourt of neglect and allowing tho weeds to get a start.
What ia thero more attractive than a well kept garden? [t 15 always a
reward in its appearance for all the labor put upon it.

ENSILAGE.
Part I[.—How T0 BuiLp & Sino.

A few years ago, it was the custom in building a silo o make it of
masonry, stono or brick laid up ia water lime. Then the sdvocates of ensi-
lage went 10 the other extieme, and made them of the crudest patterns, with
great cracks and holes iu them. Asa consequenco there was an abuundance
of poor cusilage for a scason or two. The impression that avything will do
for a silo is a mistake.

In sclecting a situation for the silo, threo important matters should be
borne in mind. Fiust—that it is 8o situated that the fodder can be easily
put into it. Second—that the ensilage can be taken out at the bottom of the
silo, and Third—that it is conveniently noar tho stock. 1fitisonasidehill tho
first and secend aro ensily arranged. It may Lo set into the hillside so that
the top can bo reached from one side and the bottom bo exposed at the other
side. The thurd factor—that it is convenient to whero the stock is fed—is
also of great importance. This is ovident when it is remembered that this
heavy material has to bo taken daily to tho stock, and sometimes twico or
threo timus a day. Of the throo conditions, tho first is the least essontial and
the last iz the most, although it is & vory disagrecable and tiresome job to take
the ensilago out through the top of tho silo.

The bottom, and the sides part way up from tho bottom, must bo made s0
that thoy will not leak. It must bo covered so that rain can not get in, The
most valuable part of tho fodder is soluble and is in the juices of the plants;
if this is allowed to escapo Ly leakago it is a very serious loss, and it leaves
tho ensilage in a much poorer condition than hay ever attains. The silo
must be comparatively air tight. Wherever air has access to the eneilago 1t
spoils, 80 all leaks shiould bo stopped up. The walls of the silo should be
perpendiculur, so that the cnsilage will scitle evenly and thoe woeight of the
ensilage abovo will rest on that below.

The silo may bo mado of almost any material. The farmer should use
those which do the best for tho least money. The most common materials
are : stono, and brick and water lime, (theso make the most expensivo silos
but will last for ever), matched plank for floor and the lower part of the sides,
(these will suit most farmers best), or double boards will do hut are unsatis-
factory. The boards and plank must be well oiled and dried.

How 10 Fir.L A Sino.

It is the practizo with some who mako obsilago to put the fedder in
without cutling it. This is objectionable as it is some trouble to got it out.
As s tulo it is found much cheaper to run it through a cutter beforo putting
it in tho silo than it is tu have to cut it ail with o knifo as it is taken out.
This depends upon tho material used to fill tho stlo to somo extent. It is
also quite difficultto properly fill a silo with somo fodders unless they are cut.

Thero aro a number of good foddor-cutters manufactured as woll as many

very poor ones. In purchasing ono shiould remember the maxim that g,
cheapest is not always the hest. A good fodder cuttor is a necesnity on eve
well regulated farm whether enailago is used or not. A carrior and ahaf\ing
should bo attuched in such a way thut the whole can bo run by horse puwe
n‘nd as fast as tho cut fodder comos from the cuttor it will he delivored i,
the silo.

‘I'ho fodder should be packed as closoly as possitlo in the silo, nud this
packing should be continued from the beginning ti)l tho closo of the filling,
Somo claim that thero is ro necessity for filling the silo all at onco, but thy
it may havo sote fodder ndded to it at any timo; this is true, but it i
better to completo the filling at once. Usually there is no occasion for filling
pitce-menl,

After tho silo is filled thero i8 a great diversity of opinion as to how jf
shiould be treated. 1t used to be the universal custom to put heavy weighy
upon tho ensilage, but the large majority now sco that it is uselees, und they
simply cover tightly with boards and tarred paper, or olso with about two feet
of stiaw or mnrsh hay.  Soue ndvocato ono praclice and soine another,

.

LNSILAOE STACRS.

Theie has lately come into uso in Ingland a method of preserving fodder
called * gilage stacks.” The name is objectionablo as there is apparcutly o
oxcugo for thoe contraction The method is patented there and probably ix
in Canada, It consists practically of this: The fodder is stacked out of
doors, and by an ingenious arrangement, is put under a heavy pressuze.

Although it is cluimed to work well it needs further trial before fatmen
invest very much init._

THE CART.

‘I'hroughout the province, the cart is used almost universally upon ihs
farm, No other instrument is in such constant use. The question arises, iz
it the best instrument fcr the purposes to which it is applied? The pre
sumption is naturally in favor of the practice unless some good reason can
bo assigoed for a chaugo.

The advantages which the cart presents are gpparently consideratle Itis
80 handy to get around with., A load can be driven anywhere with oneand
without having to back or ruu any risk of catching fast to anything. Again
if the load is any substance that can be dumped out it is so easily unloaded,
Perhaps the greatest claim that could be wade for it is that it is adapted to
so many uscs. [t is claimed by somo that the horses can draw much heavier
loads than when hitched to s waggon. Let us weigh these claims aud if they
are correct then continue in the practice, but if not, let us improve, Noons
can deny that it is handy, nor that any of theso claims save the last are to be
doubted. On the level, if the load is properly balanced and other things arn
right, a tremondous load can be drawn; but as soon as il commonces to go up
hill it tends to lift tho horso from his feet and he cannot draw as much  To
obviate this trouble the load is loaded farther forward but this necessitate
the horso carrying part of it on his back on the level.

The disadvantages are quite ss marked in this vehicle as its advantages,
The firat disadvantage is its height. This necessitates an enormous amount
of useless labor in prtting things into it At first sight the imporlance of
this is not realized, but it is only necessary {o cite a few instances. Let m
take for an instince drawing mapuro or marsh mud. The hardest part of the
work, and that occupying tnost of the time as a rule, is the loading. Now
if the material can bo Joaded by lifting it threa feet into ouo vehicle, and it
has to be lifted from four to five feet to get it into another, the advantsy
becomes evidont of having tho vehicle low,

But the chief objection is that itis a one horseaffair. To illustrate this,~
in a cortain town the authorities woro hauling dirt to fix up the roads. They
usod carts of course, and had to haul soma distance. Thero were four cats
working six days. FEach cart had to have a driver. If the dirt had been
drawn 1n waggons it would have taken only ono half as many drivers ora
saving to the town of a cost of one man’s labor for twelve days.

.

NOTES.

Nothing adds more to the beauty of tho landscape than nice rows of trees
around the farm  No landscape in the world prosonts ao many inducements
1n this respect as Nova Scotia. Our beauiiful evergreens which grow %

abundantly everywhere make a handsomo background for the various decid:
uous trees.

In planting or transplanting trees it should always be borne in mind thd

a treo can live whon its branches aro cut off, but when its rools are severd
its very source of life is taken away.

If & hotso is kept simply to work on the farm sand is not to be driventa
the road, and has sound feot it is not necessary to shoo it. The feet will regaire
to be made even once in a while,

Tho apple treos aliould be sprayed with paris-green in time to prevet

injury from the canker worm, Too much vigilance cannot be displsyed
watching tho insect encmices of our fruits.

Anvice 1o MotHERS.—~Are you disturbed at night and broken of your rest by asd
child suffering and cn‘ing with pain of Cutting Teeth? If 20, nend at nnco_qd C“:
bottlo of ** Mm Winalow's Soothing Syrup,” for Children Teething. Itavalucis laa‘k-
able. It will relieve tho poor little sufferer iwmediately. Depend upon it, mote:
thero is no mistake about it. It cures 1iynentery and Diarrhma, regulaten the Stocsd
and Bowels, cures Wind Colic, softens the Guina, reduces Inflammation, and glresbat
and energy to the whole aystem.  “ Mrs. Winslow's Scothing Syrup” for children teetty
is pleasant 1o the taste, and iatho é)mcripﬁnn of one of the nldest and beat femake pint

cians and nurses in the United States, and is for sale by all druggists throughot
world. Price, 25 centa a hottle.




