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congtriieted at the expense of the Dominion
on tho 8t. John in New Bramswick. The
total mum vequired for the contemplated
fortifications woulkl not bie sevoral million
pounds sterling, but about £5,000,000; and
the money required wonld be raised by loan
on Imperial guavantee, and a sinking fund
would bo provided of ono per cent. The
fortilications would not ho undertalen all at
ounce, but the work would extend over, pro-
bably, five yemrs. 1To then proceeded to
chow what amount of expenditure would
he required n each vear, and what the
mtorest would be. e showed that the
greatest amount which would be reqgniv-
el in anv one year, for militia purposee
and fortilications, including interest and
anking fund wonld not exceed $1,126,000.
This he thought was not too great a sum for
the Dowminion to provide. Referring to the
¢inking Fund, ho showed that one per cent
wvested at tive per cent would pav off the
eapital borrowed to construct fortifications
in forty years—and the smme at six per cent
would clear it offin thivty-eight years. Ife
trusted that these moderate calculations
wauld meet the approval of the House. In
a few days ho wonld submit to the 1ouse a
resolution asking for the first appropriation
for fortifications. He then concluded by
moving the second reading of the bill. &iv
¢ E Cartier explained that if £220,000 stg.
is borrowed annually for 5 vearsat 4 per cent,
aml 1 per cent sinking fund, the annual
charge would be:
st year,

$ 52,533

nd do. 107,066
3rd do. 160,600
4th do. 214,133
th do. 267.666

and thenee forward at the latter amy ual vate
for abont 32 or 28 years according to the
Sinking Fund, invested at 5 and 6 per cent.
After which tho annual payment will dimin.
wh for five years in the roverse order in
¥ which it is increased during the first five
8 vears, so that the entiro debt would he ex

& tinguished in 42 or 381 years according to
the Sinking Fund invested at 5or 6 percent.

Col. Gray said he intended to confine
himself to the provisions of the Bill, without
reference to fortifications. In the defence
of tho country the people must be prepared
B to bear burdens, similar to those which
B other countries have to bear. He referred
ta the population of France, and the cost of
B thio army and navy; also to Great Britain;

b 10 the United States, Prussia and Canada,
R lowing the expenditure in those countries,
B respectively. to be—France $2.62; Great
BY Dritan £4.28; United States $4.47 during
# the war, tc $1.97 ot present; Prussia $1.33
§8 and Canada 23 cents perhead for every man,
B roman and child, showing that Canada has
D% (o bear the lightest tax of any of the coun
B trics mentioned. He went on to explain the
B chango in tho management of the militia
& from the Lieutenant-Governor, and objected
Mt the 36th clause, which provided that the
B Commander-in-Chief might appoint any
A oficer of the regular force, whatever his
2 rink, and put him even over the Colonels of
¥R the Militia; that the officer in command
BR of Her Majesty's army was not responsible to
B (5o people, and should not certainly make
3 suchan appointment. He further objected
g 1o the clause which gave the same pay to
B8 oTicers and privates when onduty  The al-
B -vance of 50 cents a day had better not be
B accepted by the officers, as it would tend to
B Lywer their position. The men in the ranks
P must be taught to look to their officers.!
8 This wa< the safeguard of the British army,
21 would prove so to the Militia of Canada
N properly arranged.

of tho Bill, He was favorubly disappointed
in it, and hoped it wonld give goneral satis-
faction. ‘The idea hed gono abroad that the
Hon. Minister of Milita had the same idoas
as in 1862, and that we were to have a stand-
ing army. Ile was glad this had turned out
to be mcorrect, anid that, instead of having
a genoral consoription, the counseription was
to be limited to 40,000 men. He was glad,
also, that in England the ideas had changed
with regard to the force we ought to main.
tain. A fow years ago the Imperial Govern-
ment insisted that the late Province of
Cnnada should have an embodied force of
50,000 men.  Now they were not exacting,
for he must prosume that the Hon. Minister
of Militia, before presenting the Bill, had
satisfied himself oll the assent of the Imperial
Government to its principal provisions. le
approved the provisions of the Bill with
reforence to the filling up of the ranks of the
active service companies. He belioved it
would be assumed that tho volunteer prin-
ciple would not bo sufficient to fill those
companies, and the principle of consciiption
heing admitted, he thought tho provisions
of the Bill were thobest that could be adopt.
ed for carrying it out. If the Nedentary
Militia. compuising all the unmarried men
over 1%, ware required to drill, six, eight or
ten times a year, then the young menof the
conntry, as they would be required to give
wilitia service in any case, would bo more
ready to volunteer. But under the present
svstem, as to the Sedentary Militia, a suffi
cient number of volunteers could not be ex-
pected. Quoting froma French military au-
thority, Mr. Masson proceeded to say that
there were four essentials to 2 good military
organization, viz. good finances, good stores,
specinl corps well drilled and organized, and
good modas of recruiting. As to the third
point, he remarked that special corps, thoss
of artillery, &e., could not bamade cffective,
by 8oreven 16 days’ drill in & year. On the
fourth point, he said he would bave the
whole 40,000 taken from tho unmarried
men; if, incase of need, 2 large number
were required. he would take themfromthe
samo class; if still more were wanted then,
he wonld take them from the married men
up to the age of 45. From theso two classes
250,000 men might be put into the field.
e would also raquire the Service Militia,
thatis the men from 18 to 45 to be called
out for drill once a year, as formerly, that
thoy might know their officers.

Mr. Cantwrigur wishied, before discus-
sing the Bil}, briefly to examinethe position
in which we now found ourselves with re-
spect to the defence of the country, what the
outlay had been under the existing system,
and what had been the results. e found
that in the six anda halfyears. from 1861 to
the middle of the present year, that our
militia expenditure was £6,056,000, and the
net result of the expendituro had been over
20, 000 Volunteers, to obtain whom we hed
expended the grossof 3300 per head. ‘The
working of the existing system he consider-
cd to be an exemplification of tho system of
being “penny wise and pound foolish.”
Judging by the events of 1866, they did not
yield the results which should bo looked for
from an cfficient militia system. Our credit
in England had never recovered from the
shock it received from the unqualified re-
jection of the Militia Bill of 1862, The in-
direct losses we had thus sustained had been
very serions. When we first took up the
question the people of England were willing
to have dided us ina liberal manner, if weo
had only showed ourown willingness to bear
our own share of the burden to a moderate
extent. Tho despatch for which the honor-

B \ir. Massox spokoat some length in favor

credit, and in which ho had the plessure of
snubbing the statesmon of England, had
very materially altered that feeling, and had
placed us in the position of having to pay 7
or B per cent, for uny money we required to
raise in England. As regarded this Bill, he-
did not mean to say that there iwvore not
many valuable featuresin it. But on one
Qoint he did tako issuc with the honorable
Minister of Militia. e did not beliove he
could give men any respectable measure of
efliciency by the amount of traiming he pro-
{:osed to give them. He could urge on the
1on. Minister of Militia to make some pract-
ical experiments to ascertain what amount of
training was necessary to make reasonably of-
ficient soldiers, or failing this, that we should
issuen commission to military men to inquire
into and make report on tho subject. For
his part, he had no faith in its being possiblo
to make an efficient force !unless the men
composingit weredrilled forseveral months
continuously. He would not insist on six
months, but he thought there should be
three months drill at least. An experienc.
ed conumission in England had reported that
men could not bekept in a reasonable state
of efliciency at not less than a months’ drill
per annum.

Mr. BowsiL complimentcd the Ministor of
Militia on the research and trouble he must
have been at to frame his present measure,
and thought its short coming arose from his
trying to combine the double system of Vol-
unteering and prescription. ‘The maember
for St. John's had quoted a great many fig
ures to show that 2 man need not drill but
once during his hife ; this he conld not agree
with. ‘The member for Terrebone said that
the Volunteer system had raly succeeded in
the cities. This wasnot the case all througlh
the country. In Westorn Canada the county
Battalions were as well filled and has ag good!
mon as any of the city ones. Ile alsodis
approved of that clause which provided for-
the drilling of the Volunteers and drafted
men side by side, and thougbt it would,
eventually, destroy the Volunteer force. In
regard to the Military Schools he considered
they had done a great deal of good, o ¢
glad t1see them continued, but at .. su. o
time, .1e thought the expensesof the Vi_.
unteer Officers who took the trouble to
prepa~e themselves to pass the Board
of Examination, should be paid. He
could not say what proportion of tho Mil-
itary School Cadets could bo obtained for
service if now called on, but he was sure the
deficit among them would be as greatas
among the Volunteer (fficers. 1o could
not approve of the large staff which the pro
posed Bill contemplated—it wasa staff large
enough to manage half a million of men,
instead of forty thousand. Hebelieved that
the Minister of Militia had done his best to
reduce the number of men on the staff, but
ke had not gone far enough. A great deal
of unnecessary routine was now kept up
which produced no good result, but caused
most vexatious delay in many cases to the
volunteer.

AN OLp Sor.nier BurNED TO DAt :—The
London Prototype records the sad and mel.
ancholy end of John.Joel,late sergeant in the
Royal Canadian Rifles. On Sunday evening
last hio was left lying on a Jounge smoking,
and it is supposed that ho fell asleep. is
clothes caught fire from the cinders of the
pipe, and hewas soon in a burningstate. He
gave the alarm as speedily as possible, and
assistauce was soon at hand, but tho unfor-
tunate man's injuries were sosevere that ho
died after enduring the most intense suffer-
ing. Hohad served 21 years in HerMejesty’s

able member for Cornwall took so much

service.



