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in reply, disclaimed the passing of any re-
flections on the junior oflicors. What ho
hoard on every swle including tho younger
oficars of Hls Roynl Highness's battalion,
was that they had not the requieito fighting
tralning. and did no* know, for instance,
hoy to attack n wood, orto move under
vur}ohs cohditions. Lord De Ros dissentin

from this, Captain Brakenburg remarke

that they themselves admitted it, and en
trehted thmt they might Le tnught.  The fi-
n 1 rush both in the old and the new system
was mnde by aline of troops ; but the differ-
ence Jay in tho mode of bringing up the
troops to cffect the demoralisation of the
enemy, whichwas a neccessary preliminary
to the rush. Instead of moving up battal-
iong or haif-battalins tn line to pass through
the skirmishers, ho advocated the shooting
or skirmishing line, fed by small bodies,
brouglit up n succession in extended order,
thefr places being constautly supplied by
the {resh men, and the reinforced flexible|
line fot 300 yards or less, only reaping the
fruits of tho fire, and not being itself the
domoralising elemont. His Royal Highness,
in cloging the proceedings, said his friend
the lepturer had enjoyed opportunities of
Judging for himself the working of the diff-
erony Bystems in tho fleld, and they must all
thank bim for bringing the subject forward
in 80 Instructive & minner.

The gallant lecturer who is Professor of
military history at Woolwich, w order to
prove the difficulty ot moviag troops under
breech loading infantry fire, exhibited dia-
grams ehewing the results of experiments
mado by Colonel Byraesea, of Hythe, prov-
ing that the effect of musketry fire on a single
compaby in line, was 56 per cent of hits at
800 yayds, 70 per cent at 500 yards, and 95
per cent at 200 yds.

As itis held as an indisputable fact that
30 per cent of casualities will Jdemoralizo
tho best troops nccording to the formulae
laid down it would be utterly impossible
to keep them together at 500 yards not to
tatk of closer contact, now, Lattles have
never been won at that distance, troops ure
never pushed into actual contact before a
inal isaue can be cxpected, otherwise the
result of any conflict will be indecisive.

In our issue of Ist July will bo found a sy
nopsis of a lecture before the “Royal United
Service Institution,” on Rifles and Rifling, by
Captain O'HzBa, in which e st:tes that at
800 yards & man 13 not as good an object
for tho rifle as aquart hotile at 150 yards
would be, in line n company ut 800 yards
would shew like 24 quart bottles or inactual
megsurement about 12 inches in heiglt,
how 56 per cent of the fire on such a line is
to be directed 8o as to bs cffoctive is a prob-

lem involving cansiderable difticul y, and;
when the smoke, excitement, and confusion |
of an nction is taken into account it is very |
doubtful, indeed, if fire per cent vt a lire st
that distance would be eflective. '

1n gelion, as & genersl rule,tte dangoerons
wno mill be found between 400 and 600
yards suda very slight amount of covar in |
decd will suffice 1o give troops cunparaitve
‘mmunity from musketry Live al 3UU yards. |

A great objection to all lectures on this
subject is the ipressant re iterstion of the
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experienco given in tho Franco-Prussian
war of 1870, in reality all dedugtions drawn
from that contest must be illusory, for the
simple reason that the Prussians woro arm
ed with an inferior weapon and the French

wero for tho most part, thoroughly untrain-.

ed to tho uso of the very superior weapon
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cerlain laxity existed somowhere, and that
men had been onlisted uunder regulation
mensurement. Where this was found to be
tho caso, the returns wore sent back from
tho War Office with orders to the command-
ing officers to transfer the men enlisted un-
der the regulation measurement from a
column in the return noting that fact tu
a column which showed thein to beover tho

they then possessed ; therefore, nothing of | pagulation measurement,and in such altered

sufficient value to build dogmatio theory on
can be deduced from the expericnee gained
in that contest.

Teaching hke that of 1ho gallant lecturer,
leads to . evolutionnry changes totally an-
adapted to tho temperament of the troops
anl at varianco with the traditions of the
people; wo see its eftects already in the case
of the reconrtructed or re-organized British
Army. and it can beseen in the remarks of
BroadArrow of 28th June,on the occasioa of
the review at Windsor in honor of theShahof
Persa, 1n which our contemporary does not
at all seemed pleased at the result of the
handiwork of his great favorite tho Secrctary
at War. We are of the opinion, however,
that General MacpoveaLl described the
matter exactly when he said with reference
to the moral of the lecture that **a slight al.
toration not dislocation” of the tactics of
the British Army was all that would be re-
quired to meet the conditions of modern
warfare.

Our readers will see that the lecture was
of great practical value.

Ogur contemporary Broad Arrow trealed
its readers some time ago to a very uncalled
for and impertinent tirade ngainst the gal-
lant officer commanding the Canadian Army
under the sensational heading of “‘Canadian
Militia Scandals.’”? It 18 an old and true
proverb, that people living in glass houses
should not commence throwing stones ; and
we can returh the compliment conforred on
the Dominion forces by pointing to a series
of far worse scanduls in tho re-organizedBrit-
ish Army under that great genius of the
liberal school~CroxweLr,—Nirasgat,Canp-
weLL, Secrectaryof War,&c,, &c., and whose
name figures at the head of the British
Army lst,

We won't put sensational headings to our
arlicles nor will we take second hand infor-
formation for our facts, but simply the
columns of our respected contemporary {o
show how the Whig Radicals manage * Brit
ish drmy Scandals. ' In the Broad Arrow of
the 28th June we find the following con-
densed report of o question askaed in the
British House of Commcns on the <6th
of June. | ‘ ’

© Sie J. Larkingtun asked tho Secrotary
of Slate fan War whether his attention had
been Jiawp to a letter from Colonel Anson,
in which L, stated, with reference toa ** Re®
turn of the age and chest measurement of
recruits since July, 1870, presented 1o the
House of hoeds on the muton of the Duke
af Richmond, that, ' when the forms sans
down to the varinus ragiments to be filled
from their records were sent back, the re-
turns in some cases disclosed thedaot that a

form was the roturn presented. And whe -
ther this statement was truo; and, 1if so,
what cxplanation could be given of the
orders so sent to commanding oflicers to
alter the figures with which they bad filled
up the column for chest theasurement in tho
roturn. Mr. Cardwell said that when he saw
the lotter in question he sent to the Adju-
tant General's Dapartment for information
Ho was informed in roply that under the
Queen’s Rogulations commandiag ofticers of
regiments were bound to ascertain tho cor-
reoct easurement of every recruit who
was passed.  No recruit was accepted who
was below the roguiation standard without
the special permission of the Field Marshal
Commanding in Chief.  When tho Duke
of Richmond's raturn was moved for, 1t ap-
pernréd that in some rvegiments recruits
had been accep‘ed below the prescribed
measurement. As soon as this became
known, & memoranium was issued from tho
Horse Guards dirccting that the practice
should be discontin red, as it was a grave
error. Instructions hnd been given to
amend tho return.

Our contemporary's comments thereon
are ns follows :—

¢ Wo have heard of men alittle below the
standard being bumpead on the head by the
recruiting sergeant,in order to cause n lump
which would enable them to pass the neces-
sary ordeal of measurement, and also of the
hot bath and the stretching of their legs for
the same purpose. It appears, however that
the War Office has recently discovered a
process even mors magical for increasing
the chiest measurement of recruils, A ques
tion put by Sir J. Pakington, on Thursday
night, in the House of Commons, elicited
the very grave fact that the following mc-
morandum had beenissued :—

 florse Guards, War Office,
April 16, 1873,

* llis Royal Highness the Field Marshal
Commanding-in-Chief directs that the ac
companying return be amended in the fol.
lowing way—viz , all the men shown therein
as under 33 inches chest measuroment to
whom no objection was raised by you or by
the officer commanding at the time being
on their being finally passed into the service
musy be accounted for as of the regulated
chest measurement of 33 inches.

#“C. A. Epwarpor,”

1t cancot be disputed that thiswasa
great error,” as Mr. Cardwell said, and the
ublic will be glad to learn that ** directions
have been given which will preventits re-
cargence.’”  But why did the officials
of the War Office not borrow a lesson
from the recruiting sergoeants’ vari-
ous formule for bringing & recrut
up to the standard, and saving the
shilling 2 It was cleverer by far to bump a
man's head and make him Liaif an inch ugher
for the ordeal of examination, than to falsi
fy the returns. By all moaas let the bump-
ing process be devolo;;ed for the tuture,anu
save the nation from the humihation of teli-
ing untruths—if we must porfurce ner
them.”

The ingenuity of the above is apparent, it



