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tary prestige would be beyond the powor of
her resources, vast as they undoubtedlyare.
‘T'he best thing then is to reduce tho forco
by some such process as that pointed out
to the number necessary to hold Indiaand
tho military stations, depending on her own
local army and the forces of tho Colonies
for the rest. With a fedoration of the Em

pire there is nothing to prevent her putting
amillion of men under arms. With one

seventh of her population wo will answer in
Canada for ona-tenth of the number, and
two-tenths if required; and this result is
due to tho fact that our militia law draws
the force from the whole able bodied popu-
lation. With very limited resources we have
achioved this in less than seven years. With
England it would bo the work of two years,
and in that time she ought to have 650,000
Volunteors and Regular dilitia ready for
sarvice, 2 force equal to tho whole ~f our
fighting population including resorve.

We quite agree with tho Folunfeer News
that o stern discipline is necessary,—as far
as Can.da is concernod, however, it wounld
not be a matter of great importance {o en:
force it by compelling tuo unwilling to serve.
Our people aro thoroughly amenable to dis:
cpline in the fuco of an enemy ; any trouble
wo have had has arisen from local prejudice
and was of no consequence. In fact itishard
to make u man who is a civilian in March a
soldior in May, and acivilian again in August
forget all his prejudices, though even that
is not imposzible, and on the whole he is not
gulty of greater Lroaches of disciplino than
the regular soldier.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.

Ty siege or invesiment of Paris progresses
slowly. M. Thiers is evidently 1ot quite the
master of the situation, nor do Lis troops
seem to make much impression on the
rebels. ‘General Clauseret evidently knotws
something of his business, and :ppears to
bo a fair mateh for McMahon. The accounts
from tho sceno of action are so contradielory
that it is hard to arrive at a true conclusion
respecting the veal posilion of affuirs. The
fighting in and about the city has been fear
ful, many innocent lives have heea lost.
An unsuccessful attempt was mude by so-
called * Freemasons w:tlun the ity,” to
mediste between the pariies: a dulegation
waited on M. Thicrs, and a procession was
arranged o tne the walls sud ramparts, ex-
hibiting bannets and emblems thereon.
The delegation was formed that rebellion
could not Fe recognized, and the artillerists
at Mont Valerin sent shot and shell with
great impartiatity amongst tho procession
115, 50 that on the whole the demonstratioo
was a failure. Even ina Republic whero
Lberty and cquality are fuilly recognized,
law and order must ba respected. The fool's
paradise, which the Parisian mob has creat-
od, scems to he sufficiently short lived.
Erents seem to paint to the restoration of
Napolcon. The man of **blood and iron™*

is roported to have given Thiers notico that
if tho peace negotintions are not completed
within a given time he would bo obliged to
talke measares to securo that end, and plain-
ly intimated thiat the Regency in the porson
of tho Empress Eugenio would be themeans
he should use to acegmplish that object. If
Bismarck meant that Franco should recover
from tho prostrato condition to which the
diplomacy and arms of Prussia had reduced
her he would havo rofused to treat swith tho
usurpers in the first place. But it would
sceut as if the miserable wretches srere de-
signedly allowed to tear each otherin pieces
as well as exhaust tho resources of the
country.

In tho German Parliament on thic 2nd May
Prince Bismnarclk introduced a bill incorpo-
rating Alsacecand Lorraine with the Empire.
Hesaid : Theannexation of these provincesto
Gormany s necessary to give hera bulwark
against the recurrence of French aggression,
cases of which had been so frequentin times
past. One instance of comparatively recent
dato was cited. On the 6th of August, 1866,
Franco sent to Berlin an altimatum demand-
ing tho cession of dMayeace. ‘The illness of
the Emperor of tho French alone prevented
hostilities then. During the late war the
foreign porwers proposed the necutralization
of Alsace and Lorraine, but that would be
insuflicient for Germany and could not b
thought of. As for tho inhabitants still
averse to their fatherland, said the Prince,
in conclusion, “iwo shall strive to win them
back.’* The bill wvas referred to & commit-
teo.

The state of the army and naval defence
of the country has occupied considerablo
attention in Great Dritein. Amid all the
propositions there are none which combines
efliciency with cconomy and simplicity, and
it is a fuct that the solution of the problem
is us far off as ever. A very emphatic con-
demnation of Mr., or as he is called, Citizen
Herbert, and the English Republicans, has
been made by o leading Radical baronet,
who denounces tho party in no measured
terms, and boldly states that the Monarch-
ial form of Government. with an aristocracy,
is at once the cheapost. test. and most con-
aucive to liberty.

Tho Lord Chmmberlain of Graat Brituin
has issumd an official manifesto that Her
M-j-sty’s birthday will bo celebrated on the
20th instead of on the 24th instant.

From the United States we have another
version of the troaty said to bo concluded
by the Joint High Commission. It has one
feature in common with all the others, how-
over, in that it alleges that the indemnity
duo to British subjects by thoe United States
is said to be §20,000,000 more than the 4la-
bama claims, and that it will ho paid. If
this is a fact tho various Imperial minisieries
by whose negligence and puisilaminity it
was allowed to accumulate, descrvo unmea
sured reprohation. We have always held

‘ankee pretensions to bo like pufl balls,

large and fair on the outside but full of
ashes within, and liablo to collapse at o
touch, Wo haveoften advocated the neces-
sity of handing them orer Lo & Canadian
statosman for adjustment, and noswv that has
been done biehold the results. Tho Yankees
can’'t offor an equivalent for Canada this
time, but wo will tako State of Maino and
pay Great Britain the $20,000,600. What
docs tho Washington Cabinet say to that?
1tis further stated that the treaty in all
that velates to Canuda is to be submitted to
the Canadian Parliament for ratification,
Sir John A. Macdonald has written his namo
in deep and lasting charactérs on Canadian
history.
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REVIEWS.

Stewart’s Quarterly for April has tho fol-
lowing ably written articles: How I became
Memner for Marshboro ; Canadian Archives;
Tho Dialeet Pocts ; Destroying old Letters;
Farewell to Life ; In Momorium—Chas, Dic-
ken's; PonPhotographs—Punshon; Mink-
tan Felledu’s Senecrade; Iighland Super-
stitions ; Noles from Qur Scrapbooks; Felix
Mendolsson ; Bubbles; Thr, Fishery Ques-
tion; Paris after the Seige; Our Book
Table; Chanson; A=iorg the Serials. This
first of Canadian per.odicals has always
maintained a high pos’tion in literaturo and
ably sustains its firs* promise.

Beavry.—~ The iargest collection of beauty
ever published iu the United States is afford-
ed in tho Parlor Album, advertised in an-
other column. This Album cmbraces tho
finest specimens of chromo lithographs,
s&ee‘. engravings, and fine wood engravings
cver afforded the public. The American
Publishing Company of Rutland, Vt., desire
an active agent in every town and village to
whom thoy offer liberal terms. Read the
advertisement of the Parrtor Avsra,

The German Correspondent says; * It will
not bo the fault of Germany if tho lato war
beolween this country and France be not
followed by a lasting peace. Thoe question
is: Will tho Freach at length make up their
minds o renounco tbeir long and fondly
cherished illusions, and meet the advances
of the Germans half way ? Will the powers
which during the contest remained neatral
now use their influenco to promoto the in-
terests of poaco? Switzerland and taly
seem both disposed to aceept tho faif ac-
compli, and wo think that, notwithstanding
somo ditferences of opinion between us, we
can reckon on tho concurrence of Eagland,
especially as at the commencement of the
war English public fecling was decidedly in
favor of Germany. It is true that more re-
cently many Englishmen bave appoared
ambitious of emulating Cato, and adopted
as their motto, Vietriz cawsa Diis placuit, sed
vicla Cafoni; but on the other hand the
cause of Germany has found able defenders
in England in uch men as Carlylo and Sir J.
Sinclair.”

In the Imperial Parliament night before,
last, notice was given of an iutcn&ed motion
for tho reduction of trans-Atlantic postage
to ono penny.



