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The Prophet Joel,
Writt n for the Revisw,

Jool lived within the tribal limits of Judah and probably in""i,

Jerusalem, Some supposs him to have beon a priest serving °*

the temple. -
In his dsy a heavy calamity fell upon Judab. A plaguoof

locusts swept over theland., Thiswasrather a common ocourrenco

dessrt provo A prolifio nuraery for theso hungry hordes, and from
thoir nativo wastos thoy spread thomselves, a destructive soourge
ovar the noighbouring lands,

\What distingaished the plague in Jool's day was its soverity.

i
in thoso early days, aa it is yet in the East. Tho sands of the ‘\y
t

1
.

It surpassed all preceding visitations of the kind, nor was it

ezpected that succeedirg generations would see anything more
sevoro, Swarm after swarm of theso greedy croatures swept over
the country dovouring everything in theircourse, ¢ Tholand was
as tho garder of Edon boforo them and behind them a desolato
wilderness.” Tho batley crop was destroyed., It was the flrst
torlpon but the locusts overtook it. The whoat crop coming some*,
what lator becamo their proy. Fruit of allsortssufferod similarly,
Grapos, figs, apples and pomegranates wero completely ruined.
Fiven tho wild fruits wero notspared. Every treoand vine whether
in garden or fleld woro entircly stripped. Not even tho bark was
loft. Yor prossed by hunger these relentless armies of tho desert
consumed fruit and bark alike leaving nothing behind but tbe
whitened skeloton of trunk and branoh. Throughout the summer
thoy continued to come swarm upon awarm. Appearing firt in
tho north they swept over tho land cloud after oloud. Should
anything esoape the passing hordes or spring up iv their desolated
path it would be licked up by thoso that Jollowed. What the
palmerworm loft tho locust would eat, what the locust left the
cankerworm would cat, what tho cankerworm left tho caterpillar
would cat, each succeeding swarm devouring what was left by tho
preceding. \Woll might the prophet say : ** Thero hath not been
over tho liko neithor shall be any more after them.” The srophet
gives two touches that especially emphssizo the countloes multi-
tuds, Onois that as a deep dark cloud they hid the sun moon
and stars, keoping back the lighte The other is that being
doatroyed their decayed carcases for days tainted the air. No
wonder that the people in the prosence of such a visitation wero
dismayed.

Nor was thisall. It issaid that calamities nover come-singly.
.Atany rato the plague of loousts was not the only calamity that
boltll Judah during that eventful summer. A severedroughtaleo
vimted the land. Irdeed the drought may have been the cause of
the first named calamity. For one thing is sure, tho locusts do
not thrivo during a wet eeason and can hardly survive heavy rains,
In {tsolf, however, tho drought was a heavy disaster. It was so
severe that much of the grain sown in the spring nover gorminated;
aund it any did gerininato and succeeded in escaping the locuats it
oould not through lack of moisture reach maturity. It was this
the prophet had in view when he said : ** Tho secds rot under the
clods,” and again *‘ The corn is withered.”

In addition to tho locusts and the drought there was a third
aud lossor calamity. Fires swept over parts of tho land. Tho
pastures cod woodlands cspecially suffered from this scourge. To
this tho prophot rofers in the words * “*the fire hath devoured tho
pastares in the wildornoss and tho flimo hath burned all the trees
of tho fiold,”

Nor isit to be forgotten that somo timo befors thia Judea had
boeen invadod by a foreign army which carried away somo of the
pooplo to be 8old as slaves. To this the prophet refors when he
speaks of tho children of Jadah and Jerasalem being sold to tko
Grecians, a boy being excbanged for a harlot and a girl sold for
wine. Sach on oxperionos would naturally make tho subsequent
visitations all tho more disasterous. So that with locustsand
drought and fires following closo upon an invasion the cup of the

nstion's sulforing was slmoat foll. No harvest, no frait, iocksand
herds p.rilhin% from hunger and thirat, tho very besats of the
field panting for thelr woll-known springs, wearily ceeking tho
well-knowa pastures ! Was it any wonder that tho people turned
palo and trembled at the cutlook,

It was in theso circumstances that Joel made himself known in
all his God given power. Ssmo of the psoplo doubtless know him
beforo. Ho may, indeed, in & quiet way have been known as a
gmchor of righteonsness. It was theso calamities, howover, that

rought him to tho front. Long befors the desolation had reached
ita higheat he had boen distrossed by tho suffering which hosaw on
every hand. Ho longed to bo of service to bis afllicted people.
He agonized for them in spirit. Whils thus possessod by godlike
thoughta and desires the divine spirit flooded his soul in's manner
and to an extent thas he had not before experienced, tolling him
the meanicg of the nation’s desolation and how it could baremoved
sud urglog him with au ircesistible impulse to gownd tell the
desconvolate people what ho had learned to kuovw.

(Continued next week.)

Daily Thoughts for January,

Strcve Bon of God, Immortal Love,
Whom wo, that havo not seen Thy face,
By fuith, and faith alono ombrace,

Bolioving whero wo cunnot provo, —~Tennyson

/

{ A talent is porfoctod in solitudo; n charactor in tho atreams of

tho world.—Goethe.
\

|  Wo aro always complaining our days aro fow, and activg as
‘though there would bo no end of thom.—Juseph Addison.

ﬂ, When wo arc alono wo havo our thoughts to watch; in our
family, cur tempors ; and in soclety cur tougucs. —Hannak Afore,

—

A Keop your conduct abreast of your conscicaco, and very soon
wour conscionce will bo illumined by tho radiunco of God.--1V. 3.
" Taylor, D.D.

It 18 not by turning over librarics, but by ropeatedly porusing
aud intently contemplating a fow great mudels, that the mind is
best disciplined. —Macauley

i! Not until you make mea self reliant, intelligont, and fondor of
strugglo than of help—not till then have you rolieved poverty.—
Pluilips Brooks,

Our safoty is in having lofty ideals znd in constant labour to
socuro their roalization. Let tho gotting of monoy bo a man's
ideal, and ho will of necossity grow toward tho dust.—Joseph
Parker.

Nearpess of lifo to the Saviour will necessarily involve groatness
of lova to Him, As ncarness to the sun increates the temperature
of tho various planots, so near and intimate communion with Jesus
raiscs tho heat of tho soul’s affections for Him.—Spurgeon

Fidelity in triflos and an carnoest sccking to please God in littlo
matters is a toat of rcal devotion and love. Let your aim bo to
ploaso our dear Lord, perfoctly in littlo things, ~nd to attain
a spirit of childlike simplicity and duvpendence,—Jean Nicolaus
Grou.

It scems to mo that five minutes of real thaskfulness for tho
lovo of our dear Saviour is wurth a year of hard rcasoning on tho
hidden parts of our redemption.—Dean 4lford.

Tho mercy of the Lord is from everiasuing to everlasting upon
them that fexr Him, and His rightcousness unto children's children.
—Bible,

No troublos aro so great that they cannot bo built into the
ateps of tho staircaso by which souls mount up to heaven,.—Canon
Liddon,

Always remember that sincerity is tho very soul of religion. A
singlo intention to pleasc God and to approve ourselves to Him,
must animato and govern all that wo do.—Doddridge.

Prayer is tho peaco of our spirit, tho stillness of our thoughts,
the evonness of recolleoting, tho scat of meditation, the rest of our
cares, and tho calm of our tempest. It is the daughter of charity,
and tho aister of meekness.—Taylor,

The puro in heart sco God in overything, and sco Him overy-
whoro; and they are supremely blessed.—J. G. Holland.

Failuro after a long persavoranco is much grander than never to
have a atriving good cnough to bo called a failure.—George Eliot,

It is & great morcy to enjoy the gospel of poaco, but a greater
to enjoy the pesco of the Goapol.—Dyer,

Givo whet you have. Tosome ono it may ba botter than you
dare to think.—Longfellow.

God nover wrought miraclea to convince atheism, bacauso his
ordinary works convinco it.—Bacon,

Ono may livo asa conqueror, a king or a magistrato; but ho
must dio aa & man. ~Daniel Webster.

Goodneas oxpands tho hoart and makes it humble. The larger
tho better, the nobler yonr heart is, tho moro you will be ..clined
to make allowance for others, and the more you will sy and feel,
“God, be morciful to mo & sinnor 1 "—Robertson.

Our lifo is determined for us ; and it mikos the mind very frec
- when wa give up wishing, sud only tlink of bearing whatis laid
upon us and doing what is given us to do,—George Eliot,




