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Tugr Goop SaManritax.—Luke x. 25-37.

GoLvgN TexT. - Lov. xix. 18 Thoushalt
not avenge, nor bear any grudge ngainst
the children of thy people , but thou shalt
Joveo thy neighbor as thysclf. Tam the Lord,

Commit 33-37.
INTRODUCTION AND CONNECTION,

The chapter from which our present les
son is taken follows our last lesson in im-
medinte connection. Verses 1-12 relate the
sonding out of the seventy, and the diree-
tions that were given them ; 13-16 sot forth
the responsibnhty of those cities in wlnch
our Lord’s great works were done, s com-
pared with that of Tyre and Sidon; and

17-25 contain the report of the seventy, tho
Lord's joy in view of the results He s:nvf
growing out of the progress of His work,
His pronuise to them, and a portion of the
conversation that followed.

LESHON NOTES,

(26.) Acholda certainlawver . . templed
Aim (tested, or tried him), saying, Master
(teacher), swhat shalt 1 de? & Tlus ques- |
tion seems not o have been ashed the
spirtt of a true inquirer, but rather, to test,
or try, Jesus. He may have ashed it mercly
for the sako of controversy ; or, what is
more likely with the hostile purpose of find-
ing an occaston agrinst Jesus. 7o inherit
eternal life—or, m other words, how could
he obtamn 1t as the reward of some apecific
course of conduct while here.

{26.) Contrary, ovidently, to the lawyer's
expectation, Jesus turned the question back
upon himself + and thus put him in the po-
zition in which he had thought to put Je-
sus. Iaat is written in the law i—how
readest thew #—as if He had aaid, You
know the law—that is your profession ;
what dues it tell you todo ?

(27.) And he, ansiversng, said -thon shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
& (Deut. vi. ), and thy neighbor as thy-
self (Lev. xix. 18).

(28.) And He said unto him, thou hast
answered right ; (compare Matt. xxii. 37-
40 ; Rom. xuw 10) thus do, and thou shalt
frve.  If one could do all that is compre-
hended in the lawyer’s answer, he would
have fulfilled the entire law ; and there
would be then for him no condemnation.
But this fallen man cannot do. Jesus alone
has ever done it. and, having done it, and
borne its penalty m His people’s behalf, He |
Las become the end of the law to every one
that beheveth.

(29., H7illing (wishing) lo justify himsclf,
&. The lawyer, in answering Jesus’ ques-
tion, had placed himself in a difficult posi-
tion. e could not but feel conscious of
short-coming in regard to men generally;
but he doubtless hoped that Jesus would

define nesghbor according to the narrow,
Jewsh wdea, which excluded Samaritzng and
Gentiles ; and if so, he huped to be able to
show that he had done all that the law re-
quired.

(30.) Anad Fesus, anssvering, said. Jesus
often resorted to parables when wishing to
bring lus opponents to an impartial view of
the case under consideration, and clicit
from them a decision which, while true in
itself, should be clearly against themselves.
A certain man a Jew, cvidently —zeent
down from [Jerusalem to Jevicko.  Jericho
is about eighteen miles to the north cast of
Jerusalem. The road lies through a narrow
valluy, the rocky region on cither side being
then, as well as now, infested by thieves
g'obbcrs), into whose hands the unfortunate

ow fell.  Zhese stripped him of hisraiment,
svounded him, and departed, leaving him
half dead.

(BL.) A certain priest came down that
svay ; and when he saw him, ke {msm{ oy
on the other side.  Jericho was a large aity,

and many priests and Levites resided there,
This pricst was buund by the Law (Deut.
xxii, 4; Ex. xxiii. 4, 5) to succor the beast
of either his friend or his enciny, which he
should find cither astray or fallen by the
wayside ; how much more then its owner;
but, regardless of that, this priest, swhen Ae
sa® the wounded man, passed by on the
other side!

(32.) Ancd likeswsse a Levite—ono also of
the priestly order—who should have been
one of the first to obuy the requiremonts of
God'slaw-—he even came and looked on him,
and passed by o2 the other side. Thus, when
the very highest functionaries among tho
Jows could show such cold-blooded indiffer-
enco to suffering, what could bo oxpected

of the common people?

(33-30.) But a certrn Samantan—ao
name synonymous among the Jews with
heretic and devil (John viii, 48), whom no
Jow would think of recognizing as a neigh-
bor—ke had compassion on him,; went to
ke, bound up his woounds, pouring in ol
and e, set lhun on s own beast,
brought hen to an inn, took care of lam,
and, on the morrow, when he departed—he
had taken curo of him a whole night, at
loast- - fie took out two peme  cqual to two
days’ wages (Matt. xx. 2,9)—and guve them
Lo the host, und sard unto him, Take care of
M, and sohatsocver thou spendest more,
when I come again 1 2wl vepay thee, Tlas
whole narrtive hus such an aw of Zseral-
ness that at as cditlicult to regard it as o
parable at all, but rather as a recital of a
real event. It certainly sets forth what
Christ has done for the sinner with surpris-
ing accuracy. e saw; He pitied; Ho
camo to him ; ministered to hiin ¢ bore him
to a place of safety ; cared for him tenderly,
and promied to reward hin who shoula
continue to care for him.

36-37.) Nl now of these thrce, think-
est thou, svas neighbor, &c.  Jesus does not
Himself answer the lawyer’s question —

. ** Who i3 my neighbor 1" —but teaches him

first what wue neighborliness is; and then
calls upon lnm to decide which ono truly
acterd the part of a neyghbor to the wounded
man,  Uf courso, the lawyer, in common
hunesty, must decde for the Samaritan ;
and yet, with a meanness and ilhberality
that could not be altogether concealed, he
will not oven name the Samaritan, but sun-
ply says, e that showed mersy. However,
the desired end had been gained ; the proud
Jow had been forced to decide, not only
agamst the Yncsts and the Levites, but
agammst lnmself and lus whole nation ;—and

wm favor of a despised Samantan.  Then
sard fesus, go, and do thou likewsse. You

see what it 13 to fulfil the law in respect to
yourneighbor -—go, imitate this Samaritan.
He has only dote what your own law re-
quires.  Learn from his example how much
you fall below the demands of your own
Iaw 1 regard to man ; and frum that judge
truly the state of your affectivns towards
God, who demands from you nuthing less
than perfect and supreme love.

SUGGESTRD THOUGHTS.

We learn from this lesson the breadth of
meaning contained in the word neryrhbor.
Evory human being is our neighbor ; and to
cach wo owe the same kindliness and con-
sideration we would claim for ourselves
under similar circumstances,

Christianity is the only religious system
that has ever recugmized this ; —witness her
Asylums, Refuges, and  various benevolent
institutions. Heathenism can show nothing
of the kind.

The Jews called Jesus a Samaritan, and
said He had a devil, yot it was to them
first, perishing captives of Satan as they
were, that He came; and to them first
He sent out His band of holy workmen
whose mission was to seck and toaave those
who were lost.

The great and wnderlying lesson of this
parable, if such it be, is of Christ and His
salvation. The Samaritan not only pesilied
tis Iffe in a region of thieves and robhers,
but he gave time, money. and care. Jesus
did more. Fle lard dozen Fis life.  Greater
love hath no man than this, that a man
lay down his life for his friends; Jesus
aave His life for His ecnewiies

QUERSTION SUMMARY,
(For the children.)

(25.) Who came to Jeaus ? Why did he
want to tempt (test, or try) Jesus? He
wanted to find out how much Jesis knew
about the law. What gquestion did he ask ?
(26.; Imstcad of answermyg lum, what two
questions did Jesus ask him? (27.) Give the
Iawyer's answer.  Where do you find tho
first part of tlis answer! Deut. vi. 5.
Where the sccond ¥ Tov. xix. 18. What
did Jesus say about that answer! Why
&l He say—2hes do and thow.sialt hve 7
Because overy other commandment 1s -
cludedm those two, and af he kept then, he
would bo keemng aff the law. Has any
one ever done that ! No onc but Jesus,
St has made us wnable to do it, but Je-
sus did it forua :and thendied in our place.
(29.) What quostion did tho lawyer ask ?
Why did he ask that? Because, like other
Jows, he did not allow that sny were his
noightors but Jews ; and he fancied he had
beon as good to Jews as it was possiblo to
be. (30-35.) Give the atory contained in
these verses, in yeur own words. Did the
priest and Lovite act liko true neighbors to
thia poor man 1 Who did 7 Would you not
sooner have cxpected the pnest and Lovite
to be kind to tho poorinan than the Samar-

itan 2 Why 1 36.) What did Josus ash tho
lawyer when He had finished the story ?
(37.) Give the lawyor's answer. Do you
think he was quite willing to give that an-
wero! Whynot! What did Jesus then
toll him to do?  Has Jesus done for those
; He saves quito ns much as the Samaritan
j did for the wounded msnt  FHas fHe done
any more 2 What has He done mare ?

“LIVES OF GREAT MEN ALL
REMIND US.”

John Knox, before the light of the
Reformation broke, travelled among
several honest families in the west of
Scotland who were converts to the Pro-
testant religion. Particularly he often
visited Steward Lord Ochiltree's
family, preaching the Gospel privately
to those who were willing to receive it.
The lady and some of the family weie
converts. Her ladyship hada chamber,
table, stool, and candlestick for the pro-
phet, and one night she said to him :
* Mr. Knox, I think that you are at a
loss by want of awife?” To which
he said,** Madam, I think nobody will
take such a wandereras I.”  To which
she replied, ¢ Sir, if that be your objec-
tion, I'll make inquiry to find an an-
swer against our next meeting.” The
lady accordingly addressed herself to
her eldest daughter, telling her she
might be very happy if she could marry
Mr. Knox, who would be a great re-
former and a credit to the Church ; but
she despised the proposal, hoping her
ladyship wished her better than to
marry a poor wanderer. Then the lady
addressed her second daughter, who
answered as the cldest. Then the lady
spoke to her third daughter, about nine-
teen years of age, who very faintly said,
* Madam, I'll be very willing to marry
him, but I fear he'll not take me.” To
which the lady replied,* If that be all
your objection, I'll scon get you an
answer.” Next night at supper the
lady said,* Sir, I have been considering
upon a wife for you, and find one very
willing.” To which Knox inquired :
“\Whois it, Madam ?"  She answered
“ My youngest daughter, sitting by your
side at the table.”  Then, addressing
himself to the young lady, he said,* My
bird, are you willing to marry me ? %
She answered, ¢ Yes, sir; only I fear
you will not be willing to take me.”
He said, * My bird, if you be willing
to take me, you must take your venture
of God's providence as I do, I go

with a wallet on my arm and a Bible
in it. You may put some things in {or
yourself, and if I bid you take the wal-
let you must do it, and go where I zo
and lodge where §lodge.” Sir,” said
she, “I'll do all this.” * Will you be
as good as your word ? ™ ¢ Yes, 1
will”  Upon which the marriage was
concluded. She went with him to
Geneva. And as he was ascending a
hill, she got up to the top of it before
him and took the wallet on her arm,
and sitting down said,* Now, good
man, am not 1 as good as my word ?

THE STORY OF A TRACT.

The difference between labor  for
Chnist and lIabor for an carthly master
hes very much in the fact that, in cffort
1o promote the glory of God, we never
ezactly know how much we have heen
the means of accomplishing. We preach
a sermon, dehiver an address, give away
atract, and- have nothing to show.  But
we should never forget that in the mat-
ter of secular service, usually so termed,
we are werking in the province of sight ;
whilst in what 15 called sacred work, we
are laboring in the RLALM OF FAITH,
Sumetiraes, however, and in curious ways,
it is given to the servants of Christ to
know the result of cven thewr most acci-
dental work. The following storyis an
illustration in point -

In a large sea-port in the north of

through the country sometimes on foot, i

! England a minister was one day waited
upon by the captain of a ship, who was
a candidate fer fellowship with the
Church to which the minister was pas-
tor. In the conversation which ensued,
the minister put several questions to
the captain by way of eliciting reasons
for the fasth that was inhim. Amongst

’ the rest, the minister inquired by what

« means the sailor was converted to the
Saviour. The answer of the Captain

’wns in effect as follows; “Well, you

, see, Sir, one Sabbath morning a month
or two ago, as [ was walking between
S. and E., I saw somethingwhite lying
on the footpath before me. As I got
nearer, I saw 1t was a piece of printed
paper with a small stone lying on the

jtop of it. When I got quite near, I

1 saw that the paper was perfectly clean,

, and had evidently been recently laid
down. The stone on the top of the
paper showed me that the tract—for it
was a tract—could not have been acci-
dentally dropped ; but was intended for

! the first passer-by who should think fit

.o lift it. I took 1t up, read it, was con-

l vinced of sin, and led to trust in Jesus

; Christ.”  The muinister was satisfied as
to the sailur’s sincenity, recommended
lum for feliowship with his people, and

j the captain became umited to the
Church of his Saviour,

Some time after, the captaiu’s pastor

, was invited by a brother munister to a
sotree. He went to the sviree, and waited

t take part n the * after meeting. ”

The first speech was made by the minister

of the church 1 which the mecting was

held.  In the course of his address he
told people that every one could do some-
thing for Christ. If they could not preach
they perhaps could visit the sick ; if not,
they could give away a tract; and if too
bashful to do that, they could lay one
on the footpath, and put a stone on the
top of it to prevent it being blown away.

At the close of the meeting, when the
ministers met in the rectory, the cap-
tun's pastor said to his ministenal
friend, * By the way, Mr H. you were
talking to-night about placing tr cts
upon the footpath under stones; do you
ever dothat?”  «Why?” said MrH.,

“why doyouaskthat? « Oh!" said the

captain’s minister, * because I lately

received into my church a sailor who
traced his conversion to the reading of

a tract which he found on the footpath

between S.and E.”  + Howlong ago,”

said Mr H. * and was it on a Sabbath
day?" The captain’s pastor named
the time, it vas on a Sabbath day, and

. the Rev. Mr H. had that very day gone

y from 8. to preach at E., and durnng lus

i journey laid several tracts upon the

| foatpath.

“In the morning sow thy seed,and in
the evening withold not thine hand :
'for thou knowest not whether it shall
| prosper, cither this or that, or whether
they both shall bealike good."—Eccles-
iastes xi. 6.

THE S4AME WILLIE.

We heard a pretty story theother
night. A little boy had cut off his
hair in front, which was not a wise
thing to do, perhaps, and to punish
him the family at table pretended not
to know him. They said: « \Wewon.
y der where littic Wilhe 1s ; " andwhen
he asked for thingstheysaid: “Why,
who is this boy ? He is not Wil-
lic, surcly.” The mother acted asthough
he were a stranger. By and by the
little boy’s heart was so hurt that he
beganto cryas he said : “Jesus knows
me. I'm the same little Willie to
Him.”

Yes, the good thing about this life
is, that though we make mistakes Je-

susknows all the reasons and forgives
us if we ask Him.




