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not bind other ehurclies whielî du not consider tiiesc (leviationsnS itîconsistent
vrith Chîristiani clîîîracter ; and in wîniior inatters of clîurcli order every churcli
%viIrîl t itself-wlîctlier in the habit of sitting 0or standing during praise
-whetlier the pastor should preacli iii n gown and ba~nds or in plaîin clouthes-
wlicilier they slîould stanîd or loncel at 1)iayo. Nay, should anly clîurch
introlîîee sticl a 1)r(>fine aceoinpaîîinient to the psidlmody as an organ-
altlîoughi regarded with liorroir by inany piow- nicinbers, îîcvcrîtlieless objectors
cîînîot bring the prelittical novelty bef<'rec nny eclesia'tîcae.l court-tîe iii:îlority
ortl tho ierc Nvill settle its own affairs. But let a 1>resl3yteriiul ci rCli iii-
dulge in any sucli liberty, anîd it will soon bc pulled Up by its ecclesiastical
superiors, wlîieh will iii terdiet ils procedure, unless sanctionied by the suprenie
court. 11n the report of a meeting of' the Free Church l>resbytery last nionLu,
1 observcd that, Dr. I3cgg proposed tlîat, the Prcsbytcry slîould taike effectuai
inians to instruet thieir imnembers iii regard to the Scriptural autlîority of' the
l>resbyteri:m Church gvrnnT. Jo this hoe seemns to have bent more
iiiiinediately iiinved by an expression of Pr. Caird's, ,vlivl lie quoted froul -.
contribution to Cood JJ'brds, to this effeet, :-' Whether I travel by the lîigh-
way of ICpiscopacy, or by the footpatlî of I>resbyterianismi, or by te open
comîmînon of Itide-'emîdcncy, if I reacli the presen ce-chamniber of niy Redeemecr,
it will Oive ine sinall coîîcern it i 01113 win Christ and be found inIlin-
sentiment in wilîih înost Christians wilI concur, thougli itseeims to have given
great offence to D)r. Begg, whether on aceount of tic laxity of Lue sentiment
or the inapplicability of' the coniparison as enibletniUal of Uic three deuomn-
inations. To nie there seeins considerable aptuess iii the }.trable. In
coînparing lepiseopaey to a hlýigway, hoe niay have alludecd t0 its boingr the
road travelled by the highler elisses ; but 1 radher thinlc that lie muiist have
referrcd to Uhc %videnless oftheUi rond as conipared iili the narrow footp:îîh or'
]>resbyterianisin. In the Chur-el of Englamîd, altlîough Uic iost discordant
doctrines iiay be tauglit by lier bislînps and doctors, yet tue Iîighway is
sufficiently broad to admnit of Uîecir aill travelling on it witiout jostling one0
aniother. Whetlîer tliey hc Iligli Cijurcli, or Low Churcli, or Broad Chiureli

lile Evamîgelieni, 1useyite, or Rionalistic-there is i*ooni and verge
enoughi for theîîî ail in tue Clhurch of England highway iitout any ceelesias-
tic-A police bcing enipowered to niake tlîeii inove on iii tic appointed traelz,
or run tic risk of' Iosilig their status and stipends. I suspect, liever, tli:t
it is iiot s0 inucih to the coînpaîisoa of Episeopacy to a higliway as te the
conmpirison of lPresbyterianisîîî to a footpa-tli that tie rev. doctor objeets, as
if it inîiplied coîitracteduess and illiberality when contrasted with Utheotliers.
D'ut iii tic very speech wlîich contaimis bis animnadversions lie, gives .1strong
'proof' of the propriety of the conîpnrison, for lie affirns that Dr. Caird and afil
Prcsb3 terian îiîiiisters, inistead of publisingi sucli lax or libeî'al serîtinierîtF,
are boumîd by their ordiation engagements to the conîviction Umat the 1)rcby-
terian churcli governament and discipline are foundcd upon the Word of God,
aîid that they are under tue strongest obligations to niaintain and defend
tiim ; pl:îinly imnplying, that if a 1Preshyterian mnister would examuine tue
Seriptures for liîîiself to ascertain timeir teaching on this subjeot, lie is bound
to havq no conviction contrary to tue jrofession lie made at lus ordination
on« gagenîcrîts, and to talze care that he does not wander beyoad the liiiiits of
the 1fliotpatlî, lest lie gets rubhed against the wvall or tomn by the hedge. W lien
Dr. Caird compares the éliurch polity of the Independents to an open coinion
lie appears to nue to adopt a huappy simile. In travelling over tlîis eoiniuon,
zvhere there is neiflher higlhway imor footpath, there is no: doubt that soine of

232


