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which is i800 fromn the rneridian of Greenwich. The unit is the sm-allest
aind most available measure or tirne wvhichi nature presents to us ; thc
p)eriod occupied by a sirngle rotation of the earth on its axis, anid is
dleioted by twvo successive solar passages on the zero nieridian.

'l'le '«universal day," as defitned by the Washington Con férence, is
-ictuailly the tirne unit, but the ter!n "a"is unfortuniatc and mis1eac1ing.
A " day " is always as-,,ciatecl with sunflighit anid cla-kness, aid is in fact a
lucail anid superficial phienomenon. Every separate merid ian wh iclh cati
bc laiid clown on the surface of thie globe lias its definite day ivithi the
,iccOIn[)anIlyingc and distinict sun-rise and suni-set in cadi case. It is uin-
Ipurt.int to clisassociate tlh'ý normal unit, the standard mecasure of time for
tlwe world, fromn our ordiniary conception of tlic day. In order to do so
;nd makze clear flic fundaînental idea of unity of r-eckýoingi, it ivill
answer our purpose to find a point of reference equally related to tic
whole globe. The centre of the eairth is this onie point ilenitical.1 in
relation to every spot on the surface. If we coul(l directly communicate
ivitii a standard chirotinmter at thc centre to regulate dlocks ini aIl
lattituides we \vould have thei means or obtaining t!ic perfect unifi-
cation or time-rec',onino- tic wvorlcl ovcr. Is there no other point
whierc we could cstablishi a comnmon standard? Is not the axis of
rotation wihich passes tlirough tliecearth's cenitre comnion to tlic wliole
cartii, anid would not any poinit on tuis axis furnishi tic position
vec are iii search of? Let us accordingrly take oie extremnity of the
atxis, the norti pole, and in imaginiation place our-seles in observa-
tion at tiis point, fi-ce from local influences. 'Ne wvould finid no sun-
risc, 11o suni-set, neither east nor \vest, every radius of directioni \vould
bc identical. We would have nothing given but the position of tic
ineridlian cstablishingy the tinlie-zero ; fronm this startingc point suppose %ve
dlivide tlic horizon into a series of arcs, cach of fifteen clegrees, making
flic total numiber of arcs tiventy-four, and tirougi the end of each arc
w'e diraw\ a meridiani. The passage of the sun over tlic zero mecridian wvill
iiîdicate tic commencement of thc time-unit which, according to the
uisagye of centuries, and tlic decision of tic XVasingi(toni Con ference, is
dividied into twenity-four hiours. At the end of the first hour thc suni
will be over a meridian wviich may appropriately be term-ed the fîrst
liour niieridian ; at the end of the seconid hour the solar passage wvil1 have

m(viIced to another nieridian, wvii may be distitisielcil as tic

l'le qluestion of a proper nanie for the -' tiie unit " lin, heen considered hy the Roy.11
'Society of Canada at its May meetings in t890 andi 891. A tituie nomenclature comînittec bas
ll app1oinlted and me progress lins been niadle in tis, as wil as the q1uestion of distiinguish-

ing- tie hiour inericlianq.
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