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THE TARIFF COMMISSION AND THE
MANUFACTURERS,

A specind telegram to The Globe on November 11th, from |

Ottawa, stated that Yon Me. Fielding, Minister of Finance,
lad that day authorized the following announcement respect:
inyg the tarifl inquiry

The Ministers who are to conduct the inquiry will begin
theiv work at Torontn on Tuesday morning next, the i7th
nt.  They will remain in Torouto three days, and perhiaps
aday or two longer if necessary.  ‘The Board of Trade rooms
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{ fouml convensent.
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! have been kindly placed at the disposal of the Ministers for

the purpose of the inquiry, and «will be used as far as may be
In some cases, doubtless, it will be found
' vonvenient for the Ministers to receive deputations at their
hotels.  Partics who desive to be heard are requested to give
carly notice to Mr. Edgar . Wills, Secretary of the Bonrd
of Lrade, Turento, who will make the necessary arvangements.
While the Ministers will endeavor to receive all who have
viows to present, it is hoped that vepresentatives of the differ-
ent lines of industey wmay be chosen, so that as much ground
ax pussible way be covered in the time available.  The Minis-
ters will subsequently visit Hamilton, London and possibly
other points in Ontario,  Dates for these visits will be an-
nounesd hereatter,

At the appointed time and place the Commission were on
hand veady for business, but before the proceedings opened
Hon. Me. Fielling addressed the newspaper reporters present,
to whon he said it was the desive of the Ministers that the
teparters should be prescut ae ail the interviews that might
he had, butif there should be any deputations that might
vijeet the reporters would be invited to retire.  There were
but few objectors 1o the presence of the reporters during all
the thne the Comissioners were in Toronto.  In the first day,
when the importers and wholesile dealers in dry goods,-repre,
sented by the Dry Goods Section of the Bourd of Trade, ap-
peared, they objected to the presence of the reporters, who
were accordingly excluded.  Speaking of the first day’s ses-
sion The Globe's report siid 1—
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The arguments must be said to have had a very selfish
character throughout.  Possibly nothing else could have been
expected under the civenmistances.  In any event the poor
consumer, wWho is in the end the most affected of all, was not

vepresented by any of those who came before the Ministers
; :.:-;Lmdn_\'.

BAKING POWDER.

Ihe tiese gentleman to interview the Commission was Mr.
W Dabie, the Canadian manager of Ii. . Gillett, manu-
tacturer of yeast eakes, baking powder, lye and washing crys.
tid,  Me. Dolne stated chat the fiem which he represented
_fd ats headaguarters in Chicago and it had a manufacturing
srauch in Toronto. I the duty on the goods were reduced
wmaterly his Cowmpany would manufacture altogether in Chi-
ez insteadd of inToronto.  Personally Mr. Dobie snid that he
weald vather renain here. "Che firm had an extensive plant,
employed about fifty hands inside and kept ten men on the road,
1t was on account of the present duty thav the firm in 1856
wax obliged to come to Toronto tomanufacture.  Before that
time and when the duty was twenty per cent. he used to sell
goods in Canada that were made in the United States. The pres-
ent duty wasg six cents a pound on yeast cakes and on baking
powder, equivalent 1o an ad valorem duty of about 100 per
cent.  He stated that he sold geods here to the wholesale
arvocerics ab identically the same prices as the firm obtained in
the United States It had three factories in the Tuited
States and the cost to the consumer was the same in the
Uaited States as in Canada.  He said that the fum
. was obliged to meet: competition in comprassed yeast, which
in bulk is admitted at three cents o pound.  There was sharp
competition in baking powders from the United States.  1f
| the duty werereducad to twenty per cent. it would pay the firm

beter 1o manufacture in Chicago instead of Toronto. He
¢ thenght the daty on compresse:d yeast and hop yeast should be
i the smne.  Tn most businesses, Mr. Dobie said, it the protec.
, tion were as high as it is on yeast the cost to the consumer




