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right than the vulgsr and illiterate impostor
who knows nothing and has studied nothing
But the art of deception.

If we could only believe a bundredrh part
of the assurances, proofs, and testimonials
ard cures which meet the eye of the news.
paper reader every day of his life, discase
would be as unknown among the human fam-
ily as the Megatherium or the Mammoth—
not a weak limb or a wrinkled face or a grey
head or a languid eye would be seen any
where. ‘I'here would be perpetual heaith and
perpetus) vouth. Who can believe such ex-
travagance? vet the quacks find thousands of
dupes who do so, and grow rich thereby.

Besides the authors of vegetable pilis, in-
fallible health restorers, &e., there is another
class of impostors, not less dangerous, and
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Music in Churches.

Wz confess there is a grandeur and subfi
mity in the fuil and deep swell of the organ.
Nobody who has a well strung soul can hear
unmoved the solemn crash of full toned har-
mony which falls upon his ear on entering a
Roman Catholic or other Episcopal Church.
Nor do we deny its solemnising effect upon
| the feclings for the time being—It converts.

devotion into something like an enjoyment,
tand we believe we are worshipping God,
ywhile we ere enjoying some thing inlensely

pleasing to ourseives. 1t may be next to im-
i possible amidst the majestic grandeur of the
sound which falls upon our gratified ear in
rich and solemn <adence te harbour any thing
approaching to fevity or indifference. On

equally to be avoided. These are the itiner- | the contrary our devotional and reverential
ant quacks, who travel from town to town, | feelings are deeply affected. But we soon
from village to village, as unfailing masters | discover that they have been affected merely
in some particular department in the medical | through the senses. The impression dies
or swrgical art.  What no mere commonplace  away with the last echo of the solemn har-
or every-day doctor can do, they can do with [ mony. We have been listening to that which
the greatest ease and without the possibility | altogether apart from religious worship, has

of failure.  They will cure consumpticn in a |

fortmght, and cancer in & week—they willy
make the deaf to hear and the blind to see—
in spite of any college of physicians in the
Wworla  Nocase is bevond their reach: all
10u require to give them is faith and money—
meney at any 1ate. 1f the victims of these
impostors would reflect only a moment, sure-

Iy they might see that no man with such won- |

derful gifts would require to leave such cities
as New York or Londen—in which, accord-
ing to their own account, they havg aoqgig-ed
imperishahle fame, to seek a precarious living
by wandering from one small village to ano-
ther.

The regular practitioner has said that, in a
prcuniary sense, the quack is his best friend,

something in it of an intensely pleasurable
nature. We desire a repeution—and the de-
sire grows upon ue—but it would be utterly
absurd to imagine that on that actount we
are becoming nore devout or spiritually
minded. We fear that thereis a wave of for-
malism or ritwalism advancing slowly over
the whole Christian Church, and that some
of the spray at least has reached or is reach-
ing our plain aud sober Presbyterianism.
‘The Roman Catholic is adding to his gorge-
ous and sensuous ceremonies ; the Puseyite
is following in his train—aping his doctrines
and his forms—lighting candles and burning
incense—and raaking an image of the Crose.
There is an imitation to be seen in some of
the more ambitious and weak minded of our

for he shatters a hundred constitutions for | young Protestant clergymen in the cut of
everv one he cures—and his lost victims, in | their dress—in M. B. wuaistcoats—and shovel
100 many cases, come to the doctor when it | hats. We said that Presbyterianism had not

3s too late.

Wherever, then, e find extravagauce of
pretension, depead upon it there is some
cause for suspicion.  J{ 2 teacker makas his
appearance and undertakes 0 teach you
writing in three lessons, or to speak French
in thirteen—depend upon it you have a char-
latan before vou, and if you are wise you
will give him a wide berth.  There is no short
vaad to knowledge--it is the reward given to
Jabour and time. Trust and henour, then,
its true votaiies—asx your best teachers and
safest guides; avoid shams and new-fangled
notions, whether in Charch or State; love
the good old ways of truth nnd‘hunour and
lofty principle, and let that priuciple be based
on that surest of all foundations—that ever
during rock—tie blessed Gospel of our Lord
and Saciour Jesus Christ.

L

altogether escaped the contagion. A popular
Mimster in ¥dinburgh belonging to the es-
tablished Church introduced a kind of liturgy
of his own—read Iis prayers, in a kneeling
position, besides using other forms peculiar to
the Episcopal Church. The General Assem-
bly interfered and partially at least checked.
this strange anomaly. It would seem that
the feeling in favour of ritualism or outward
worship 1s growing among a certain class in
Scotland. The plain, practical, doctrinal set-
mon, the simple extemporancous prayer,
and the song of praise from the untutored
lips of 1he whole congregation, are too bald
and uninteresting for the present day. Inw
spirit of fairness we must also allow that
these inpovations, {though they deny thut
they are innovations) are favoured by some
i of the most accomplished of our clergy—and
| cagerly approved by maay of the most influ-
* entizl and intellectunl of our laity. Thisis &
i fact which in our opinion is devply to be de




