The Monthly Recori” ot the Clawrch of Scottan. 29

ing interest in the Scheme.

3 The Tr. was instructed to invest the
smt. recd. to the best advantage.

# Agreed to instruct the See. w corres-
gond with each of the congregations to
remind them of the decision of the Genl.
Dom. anent a Bazaar, and to usk them
fo select two ladies of the congregations
go meet m New Glasgow, on the 1=t
Wed. of March, to arrange regarding
ghe work (o be undertaken by such con-
pregations in contributing to a Bazaar
jo be held where the com. may decide
Bpen.

NOTES OF THE MCNTH.

Mr. Parnell, the Irish agitaior has
been visiting many of the cities of the
United States, denouncing the Briush
Government, and bewailing the woes of
freland. His chief object in visiting
merica appears to have been to securs
unds to carry on political agitation in
order to secure the overturn of the pres-
nt land laws of Ireland. The leading

merican cities refused to contribute tor
ch a purpose but gave with lavi-h li-
erality to relieve the distress amangsf

e peasantry.  Before leaving Ireland
Mr. Parnell advized the tenantry not o
2y their renis, and it appears, many ot
hem have acted on Lis advice in this
atter.  Thos<e who have paid their rent
pave in some instances been ill used by
the anti-rent party. One poor widow
#ho paid a yearly rent of one pound for

little holding of three acres, had a stack
f oats worth £12, burned by her felbow
Fenams, because she had paid contrary

otheir order. Among the causes of
istress we nofe first the failure of ihe
ps as wiil be seen by the following

iﬁm’act from the report of the corres-

pondent of an American paper-

{The chief question, I judge from con-

Fersations with tenants, with agents and

(wing 1o Wual-gihers, is 10 be the scarcity of food—and

particularly of potatoes.  While in many
di~tricis there are plenty and nearly of
the n=ual quality. in others  there are
aone at all and in many places there is
only half a crop,  From actual exper-
jence I oean  testify it they are bad
flavored, small and froquemtly  diseased.
Passing through  Castlebar vue market
dav I heard a sheill voice erying :—
« Fine potatoes { tine large  potatoes?
Turning to the cart in which the market-
woman’s crop  Jay, 1T examined them
curionsly to <ce what ~he called fine po-
ttoes and ~aw a quaniity of miserable
poteens, not larger than marbles and
cqually unpalatable.  Questioning  the
weman I found  that she was a widow
with four cluldren, and was selling her
own  =tock of potatoes in order to buy
the other necessaries of lite.  She
thought her potatoes would  last six
weeks more and then, as she wasin debt
aboutseven  pounds and had no money
whatever to buy meal  with, her only
chance was the workhouse, and with set
tec th she said she would never enter
that accursed place. I found ampie con-
firmation of thizold tratition— the hatred
of the tenant farmers and  laborers ag-
ainst the workhouse.  They would zoon-
er ~tarve than take advantage of its pro-
iection, and : = this is so. it seems singu-
lar that the poor law should be framed
in divect defiance to the  sentiment and
even to the wants of the people. The
workhouse at - Castlebar will accomma-
date 724 persons and  the Westport
workhouse over 1,100, In the first
named there  were, when I called. 134
inmates. only two more than during the
corresponding week of the previous year.
Iu the Westport workhouse there were
about one hundred and sixty, an increase
of some  twenty-five.  Ali of thes are
clildren or sick persons, and no provise
ion is made for the relief of those who
are not ill and yer  want tood, because
under the poor law the authorities may
not assi=t able-bodied persons outside



