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là:ttcriîe.,ss of rcrnorst!, Il 31v puîîislinieiit is
rciuu1tr tixaî I can b)ezr." What nunisirnît

<lid lic couihln of Tlîcrc iw ns theni M)o )11x-
i q-inierît deniiouiced agninst murder, anîd the:
Lord cxprcseslv secured liîn frain corporal
p)uIîxsicîîeit. 'But lic liad that %within, ta
wh i ail cxternal. punislinuexîts are right;
H-e wvas extcîided on tîxe rack of reflectijui,
and<lhe laN uponi tîxe torture af the mii.
lIeli was, liiidlud iVithini huxui, and lic fuit the:
flrst gîx1wliigs of txe wvorn tluat. îîver
(lies. '

Aîîotlîcr- rnînrabiu instanxce of the domnin-
ion of cîciîcwe have in the liistorv of
Hcrod. John tîxe Bîiptis't, the harbiluger ofour
Lord snoourned a w% hile ini the court of 1 lurod.
'This faithiful mnonitur %piared flot sin iii the
persan of a king, hut reîiroved hM opcîily
for lus icS Hcrod, aîthougli lie di8liked,
vet lie respecteci tlîc lrophlet, and feared tht:
mnultitude, îvho beliexcdiilu is doctriîîus. Blut
oa iHerod's birtlî-dny-, whcin the daughtcr of
Heraclias diîced before hlm, lie mnade a suddeii
vawv, tint lic would grant ber wvhntevcr rhe de-
sirud. Bciiîg iistructed ai lier mother, sle askî-
ed tlîe hîcad of John the Baptist. Ont: of the:
coîxinon arts by wýliicli %i deceive aur eau-
çcincîxes, is ta set unie dlut)' agninst anatiier.
Hexîce sin is gecerally caîuiittcd uxîder the
appecarance of sanie virtue, anti lucîxce tlîe
greatcst crimes wlîich have ci er traubled tlie
world hav e becîx coniittecl under the naine,
and nidur the siîcw of religion. Sucli was
the crime îvhiich w-e are naw cansidcriiigý,.
The observance of an oatlî baýs, aniomug ail îîa-
tions, been regardcd ns a rohigiaus net; aîîd
here a fair appartunity affered itsclf ta ance
,%lio only wvaited far sucli an apîuartunity, ta
make religion triumplà at the expiexse ai 'vir-
tue. If lierad had no inclination ta, destrai-
the ]?rophet, and no intercst ln bis deatli, bis
conscience wauld have told him that niurder
was an atrociaus crime, wiich no comsidera-
tion could allevinto nor excuse; it would bai e
told hini that vows, which it is unlawful ta,
maake, it is nîso unlawful ta keeîu; but llerod
wvns already a party lu the cause - lie deter-
mir4ed ta e quit ai lus ene.iw; lie Gatisfled
bis conscience witi saine vain pretences, and
gave orders ta behead the Baiutist. But were
a.Il his anxicties; and sorrows buticdl with tbe
PXophet? PNo: the brave of the l>raphct
i'as the grave ai lus pence. NIeitlier the
splendotir ai majesty, nor tic guards ai state,
nor the noise af battle, nor tlîe slîouts ai v-ie-
tory, could drown the alarnis ai consciemîce.
Thi rnanglcd form -%as ever precrit ta lus
Lves; tue cry ai blood iras ever in his cars.
flence, wviîeîi aur Sa-viaur apîieared iii a pîub-
lic character, and began ta teach nnd ta work,
mîiracles, Herod cried out, in thxe horrors ai
a guilty mind, IlIt is John thc Baptist wbi
I slow; lie is risca froin the ca.

IIaw great, niy bretlireîî, is the pow'er and
dominion ai conscience ! The Almiglity ap-
Ji:!tcd it bis vicoegerent iii tic world; lic
lluivostcd it witlî is olvn authority, aîîd said,

Be thoui a God uxîto maîxii." fience it Ili.-,
poucr oNer the course of tinie. It ciii recaîl
the: pabt ; it can alîticipate tic future. It
reciàbvn h iit fti globe; it

the bodlies of the dead ; exerti, a dominion
oer the in'iiihle regions, and tiiilîrnans tit:
simbners, and tihaike the heurts uithe iw icked.
Tfremible, then, 0 man ! %wlîosoe% er thon art,
%%ho art couscious to thi self of unircpented
sins. 1>eace of niind thoul shaît îîever enavRpselk false friend, bhall 0l>fromn Mie.

Lord like Adarn wlîen lie sinned, and be ter-
rified when thu huarest bis voice, as awvful
wheiî it cornus fraîn ivithin, as wltin it carne
froin Nvitliout. The spirit of a iman may sus-
taîin bis iinflrrnity: but a spirit wounded by
reiorse, W~ho cun bear p

'Tie secoud tbiiîg proposeld, wvas, to shew
vou the deliverance Nhidi the Gospel giN us
uis from remnorte, bv ineans of the 1- b, ood of
blprhîklîng.' This 'exp;ressioin alludes ta the
ceremonial incthod of' cxpiating sin under
the: Old Teztamient, by offe.ring sacriflccs, and
sprinkliig tht: llood of the victini on the ai-
tar. But, as thiis was in itsgeif ane typical of
Christ, hov %%elcome ta the soul are the:
glad tidiiîgs of' tîc 'Messiali, -,Nho did, ivhat
these ti(tings couid ixot do,-actualhN sai e lus
people frorn thier sins! 13v the atonernent
and blood of Christ, the sins of in have
licen campletely expiated. It is the voice of
the Gospel of Peace, IlTakie, ont, and live for
ev-er." What relief w ill it give to the wound-
cd mmd, ta hear tie blood of sprinkling,
iwhieli speaketi butter things than the blood
of Abel! 'fle Gospel being publilhed to tho
tyorld, and the: offers of rnercy tirougi a e
deerner being rnade to ahl men, the sincero
penitent accepts these offers, and flics for re-
fuge ta tic hope set before liiii. TMien Jestis
szi es bis peolple froin tixeir sis; lic huais the
rnd which wzas wounided by reinorse, aîîd bc-
.stows that pteace which, the world cannot give,
and czinniot take aivay. Th1xre is joy iii lien-
ven, %vc are told, over a, sixîner that repcntcth,
and the joy of the hoauvens is cornrunicated to
the: retuirilng penitent. Wieii lie beholds
iGod reconcileà ta him ln thc face of bis Son;
wvhen lie hears, in secret, the blesscd Jesus
ivlifsp)er'îng in sweet straiuis to luis heart,
"lSon, be of good clîcer, thy binsi are forgiven
thtet:," lie is flled %vih pence aîîd wyith joy;
%vitx peace -%viicli passetlî ail understandling,;
withijoy, which is unis-?eanle and glorious.
1115 sis being forgiveii, hoe is accepted in the
Beloved. lie is an hecir of irnmortahity, anti
bis naine is ivritten ini ieayen: to lîiiun is
openeci tic fouxîtaixi of life. He lias a title
to ill tic plensures mlika.- are at God's riglit,
lîaind; ta the trenstires of heaveîi, aiîd to the
joys of ctcrnity. lie looks forward iviti a

.%%ý1-gouid(fhope, ta t hat happy day, whieîi

higli;- lie anticipates tic delights ai the Nyorld


