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Grenville Serpentines, mwhere hie turned by a foot-lathe a nuniber of very
pretty (,rr;amnns such as vases, doork-.obs, etc., but owing tb his
mieth 'od of cutting Up the stone %vith a har.d.saN %ve netd ha.rdly men-
tion that this enterprise was flot atttrnded %vith much success.

Calumnet Island, Wa Til,'en plcton, I3owman and Grenville
prof bly afford the best translucent varjety, ahthough it is largely distri-
but,.d cýver cither p)arts of C-anada, especially the Eastern Townships.

Am;zMe is occasioijailly found in rounded pieces in the lignites of
the cretaceous and niay possibly afford miaterial suitable for beads, etc-
l'he North-West Territory an.d British Columnbia have both contributed
smail speciniens.

jet is a variety of cannel coal, not yet observed at any Canadiari

locality, and judging from the niany so-called imported jet orliaments
that 1 have seen lately, if the %ý7iitlby minerai is miuch used, bhick
enamiel and glass constitute the jet of the present time.

I have now callcd your attention to the v.îrious minerais

available for geins and semi-genms scattered over the Dominion and
given the localities of the more important îiiaterial, and at the sanie time

have drawn conîparisons with those of other couiiîries. Somne per-

sons have an idea that our crude miaterial lias no value before cuuig

and that it miight hc sold by the ton or hiundredwveiglit instead, of hy the

carat, as nîost European or Oriential genîs arc. Now this vague idea
niight lead sonme persons to infer duit our gemis in Canada are compara-
tively worthless, owving to the grear abuindance of curting ma.terial,
and only after beingy polisiîed are they ùf any value.

Certainly several of our semi-genis, snch as Agate, jasper, Aniazon
Stone, L&,c., might be obtained hy the ton, and co:îsequently are of little
value, and even after being cut are quite inexpensive. But belore wve

)egin to gaeour mnaierial for gemi culting, wve niust p)rt-VideC turselves
wvitli certain facts, respecting ils uniformity of colour and transparcncy,
and its Ircedoni fromi flaws and cavities ; thii i n lo'kLs of six inchi

cube of such niaterial czn he obtained, ive mnay ialk of belling it by the
ton. It is truc of certain minerais, that large mîasses ofien occur, and

perlîaps one per cent. of îlîis nîiglît bc utilized, but then this large per
centagu only applies to a very few of our senmi--gem nîiner.ahl. And, on

the other hand, the unccrtainty of tonie niineîals mîîkes it ahmas.


