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ON THE FORMATION 0F LOCAL COLLECTIONS.*0

In refeoence to local collections and the. study of local natural
history, one of ouf older Essez Couaty botanists nid, at a fl
umeting of the. Essex Institut. many year ago, that 4"tii. carefut
atudy of the flora of a wery limited area may wreil occupy a 1f.
time while Uthe resuits would probably b. of more value toscec
than aay general work undertaken by the. saine student."

There is no better presentation of the. aeed of local collec.
tions accessible to, the public than thie article l>y Prof. Edward S.
M'orse, t entitled "If Public Laliraies, why mot Public Mfusumn?"
In this pape,, the. author points out how many mre public libra.
ries there are ini this country than museums and bow mmmci more
difficult it is to, install and miaintain a library. And yet timer. is no
doubt wbatever regarding the. great and in smm cases even tii.
greater educatiomal value Mf tiie museum. Referrimg to, museuma
open to the. public h. says:-"For New England, the fingers of
one hand could alnmost ceunt tiiem, and for the. r'et of this great re-
public, the. fingers Mf the other hand would b. sufficient to keep,
tally. " And this in contrast te, European countries where nearly
every large town bas its public museum.

Nor bave these conditions materially cbanged since tii.
paper was written ini 1893, although ime museums have been

aA ppr oed at the FieId Moeiu# of tho Amdovoe Natul Hima.7
SocWey at 11AdobmMo Fa,.," in A.doveu, Ma»mahme, jualy mi. twee-
tWui, udue. iiu.dred aud f«ur, by Job. Robioo, of the. IPbody Mu...
in Sab.
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