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a direct tax upon the people. 'Vhese
taxes were known as Church tithes,
and required from ail whether mem-
bers of the national Church or not.
These tithes became a fruitful source of
trouble ta the early Friends, as they
felt it to 'be their duty ta bear
testimoîay against a mercenary Priest-
bood, they believed that the Gospel of
Christ could not be learned in scbools
of men, that it was freely given by the
Head of the Church, and should be
preached freely, as iL was in the
Aposties' days, without fee or reward
from man.

Thus we see that the religious views
and practices i the beginning of the
i6th century were for the most part of
the outward form, and more or less
rnixed up with superstition. A member
of the Church was rated according to
bis observance of the prescribed ruIes
of tbe Church and not by any genuine
religious conviction.

Now iL is not suprising that, when a
new order of things mnade its appear-
ance, a new doctrine began to be dis-
seminated, which reached the hearts
and convictions of the people, that, to
say the least, niuch uneasiness should
be the resuit. The priestbood and
others who miade their living by their
calling readily saw that, should the
principles advocated by tbese despised
Quakers be generally adopted, their
position and livelihood would be gone,
and 1 cannot but believe that they
were in some degree convinced that
they were not true followers of their
divine Lord and Master. Let us give
just a passing glance at the doctrines or
principles that were advocated by the
early Friends. The first or principal
cornerstone of belief upon wbich the
Society of Friends is built, is the con-
viction that God does indeed communi-
cate with each one of the spirits wbich
he bas created in a direct inbreathing
of some measure of the breath of bis
own life ; tbat be neyer leaves himself
without a witness in the beart of man.
This iriward teaching, by a direct
revelation of divine grace, bas always

been the fundaniental doctrine of the
Society of Frierîds. This light; this
divine grace ; this power of bais eternal
word, shining into the soul, can alone
give us a true and saving knowledge of
our Heavenly Father. This great trutlî
was remarkably shown i the resuits
that attended the rninistry, of the L.ord
Jesus.

Although lie spake as never man
spake, being filled with divine wisdomn
and power, through the Spirit of the
Father who dwelt in him, yet none re-
ceived his ministry save those who
were ohedient to the inward teaching
of the Spirit. "lNo man can corne to
me," he said, Ilexcept the Father
whiCh bath sent me drawv hirn.»

The sacred records were and are
considered by Friends as being of in
estimable value ; but being susceptible
of being understood in ail their beauty
and meaning only by those whose.
minds are enlightened by the Holy
Spirit, they do not believe it proper to
call the Scr;ptures the Word of God,
because this titie is appropriated
by the sacred wvriters to the Son
of G-od-the word that was iii the begin
ning with God was God-yet it is an
accepted belief that the Seripture wee
given forth by the Holy Spirit, and are
profitable for doctrine, for reproof; foi
correction, and for instruction in
righteousness, that the mnan of God
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished
unto ail good works.

The subject of Faitb bas always
been upbeld by the Society as one of
the cardinal principles of iLs doctrines
or creed. I quote from one who %ças
accused by a priest as being lacking in
this one virtue. In reply, he said ire
believe that Faith is the gift of Ge4
and without it, it is impossible ec> ý,1ease
God; that Faith works by love, and is
the evidence of things flot seen, the
substance of things boped for. The
just live by Faith, but Faith ivithout
works is dead. if you have faith in
God, believe also in me. This living
and Divine Faith mnust be in the heait,
through and in Jesus Christ, the Soid.
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