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> gHE PRIFATE BIRD.
R The hgbits and manners of the featbered

T

Milmighty, that we g¢annot for & moment
Rconder at the delight which a mind rightly
Buncd experiences in the study of this depart-
Bucnt of the kingdom of nature. Theex-
Bmination of a single feather may lead to
Rl most important:deductions : itslightness,
s warmth,d4s fifndss, are at once evideut ¢
@ut in addition to a}l this, an experignced
Praturalist will be able to tell by tte index
hilone whigh it affords, the ! bits, the lead-
o features, nay, often the very genus to
Bhich its possessor belorgs; so matked is
he evidence of design—so clegrly are the
Recans in copnexion with theé end.—Let us,
Sl iHustrate our pasition, take the frigete-
g ind (tac%(tpctes aguilus, Vieill) ssan ex-
B8 u1ple.—1his bird is ameny the most singu-

21 of the feathered race : while on the one
nd its place in gature would appear, from
webbed feet, to be among the water birds

Rther hand, its rapacious habits ally it to
Rt fulcons, or the hirds of prey that strike
i quarry on the wing, 'I;k)xe truth is, that
@ forms the link which unites these two ex-
Piemes of alopg chain of gradat: s, and
fAther party may claim itwith almost equal
@ropriety,  Althongh an ocean-bird,- its
erovince is not the watcr, but the air; it
Beitherswims nor dives, nor vests on the sil-
s liko thegull, Jtsfectare indeed wab-
e, but the webs are very partial : the 2arsi
rlegs, as thoy aregencrally called) searce-
@ el an inch in length, the whole Iimb
Bty short, and covered tothe feet with long
Mposc feathers ; the tail is long and forked,
g wings of extraordinary spread, and the
eecral planage deficiept in that close apd
EWuy texture which always characterizesa
Bnd v hose kabitat is thesurface of the deep.
$is conformation, on the other hand, as
anifestly declares it to be nerial j~—aerial,
pot with the land below, on which it ma
fpese and rest when weary—butaerial wi
e ocean below, on which it never rests, and
fggbédaﬁ'erdlng it its food, does all that is '
3 UIT we .

Rhat sport on the agean’s surfuce, on the p
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The fugate-bird 1s to be met wilh prin-
cipally between the tropics, hundreds -of
leagyes from lnnd, to whicl, except for the
purpose of hatching its youug, it nevey re-
sorts, Jtisever on the wing, ofteu sogring
sp high as to be scppesly visible, at other
times skimming at & moderate distance from
the waterand dagting withthe sapidity of an
arrow upon any yafartungte fish which ap-
progghes the surface s0as to he within the
reach of 1ts beak. ‘The @ying-fish are itg
special prey : driven by the dolphin ont of
J;o, water to trust to their fan-like wings,
they arec pounged upon by this voracieus
bird¥ who, not content to lumt himsclf to

ea-spssess so mueh of jutrinsic interest, ! o. procusitig of fpod by Ins own labours,
ad

isplay€o much of-the wisilom of the i

&ullsand other sea-birds that have
i aan a successful capture, and obliges
gD mive up their booty.— We have said
that-he is met with hundreds of leagues from
land; in fact thereis Dut one purpose, that
of hatching and rearing the young, for which
this bird cver resorts there ; under ordinary
circumstances, it continues ever on the wing
over the ocean, reposing on outspread pinions
iu the higher regions of the air, where, with-
out any effort, it can remain suspended.
The strangenessof this fact will be removed,
when we inform our readers of the mechani-
cal contrivance with which the bird is fur-
nished. Beneath the throat is situated 2
large pouch, capableof being distended with
air from the lungs, with which, as well as
with the hollow bones of the wings, it im-
mediately communicates. The bones of
the wings themselves, besides being hollow,
are extremuly longand light—thus this
ouch orsach beneath the throat, and these
tubes, are filled with rarified air, forming an
apparatus analogous to a baloon, which re-
quires Jittle else but the vyings themselves to
be spread, to he eonabled by its buoy-
ancy to sustain the weight of the body in
the atmosphere.—The length of the male,
including the long forked tail, is three feet;
expanse of wing, eight; the air pouch, red 3
the general plumage dark umbre brown. Its
motions in the air are very graceful and
sweeping. Xt issaid to build inrocks or tall
trees ; but of its nidifiication little is cor-
rectly ascertained.
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BIOGRAPHY,

WILLIAM FALCONER.

'Fhis ingenous poet was born about 3730,
and was the son of a poor but industrious
barber at Edinburgh, all of whose chil-
dren, with the exception of Wilham, were
either deaf or dumb, William received such
common education as might qualify him fof
some inferior employment, and appears to
have contwmeted 2 taste for reading, and a

} desixe for higher attainments than his situa~:
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tion permited. In the character of Ar{;;:
unguestionably tended for his. own, lie
fints at o farther progyesyin study than lus
biographers have beenable wotrace :

« Ori‘him fair Science dawn’d inhappier hour
Awaliening intg bloon young F:mc{'s flower ;

But soon Adversity, with fregzing blast

The blossom wither'd, and tho dawn o’crcast,
Forlorn of hemt, and by seyere decree
Condewmn’d RELUCTANT to the fuithless sea.”

Tt must indeed have Leen with reluctance
that aboy who had begun to taste the sweets
of literatyre, consenterd to serve an appren-
ticeship opboard & meychant vesselat Leith,
which we ate told he did when very young,
e was afterwards in the capacity of a ser-
vaut to Camphell the author of Leyiphanes,
when purser of a ship, Campbell is s2id tq
have discovered in Falconer talents worthy
of cultivation ; and when the latter distin-
guished nmself asa poet, used to. repeat
with some pride, that he had once been his
schalar. '

Falconer, ptobably by means of this
friend, was made secqnd mate of a vessel
employed in the Levant trade, wlhich was
shipwrecked during her &mssage from Alex-
andria to Venice, and onlv three of the
crew saved. The date of this’ eventeannot
now be ascertamed ; but what‘lie saw and
felt on the melancholi occasion made the
deepest impression on his memory; and cer-
tainly suggested the. plan and charactess of
his celebrated poem.” Whether before this
time he had made any poetical attempts we
are not informed, 'Fe favours of a genu:-
ine muse are usually early, and it isat least
probable that the classical aflusions so fre-
quent in * The Shipwreek,” were furnished
by much previous readmg.

He is supposed to have continued in the
merchant service until he gained the patron-
age of his Royal Highness Edward Duke
of York, by dedicating to him ¢ The Ship-
wreek,” in the spring of 1762; und itis
much to the honour of bis Inghness's taste
that he joined in the praise bestowed on
this poem, and became desirous to place, the
author ina situation where he could befriend
him. With tlus view, the Duke adviseil
him to quit the merchant service for the
royal navy; and' before the summer bad
elapsed, Falconer was rated a midshipman
on board Sir Edward Hawke’s ship the
Royal George, which at the peace of 1765,
was paid off. I -

His Marine Dictionary was published in
1769, before which period he appears to
have left his naval retreat at Chatham for an
abode in the mefropolis of alesscomfortable
kind. Here depressed by poverty, but og-
casionally soothed by friendship, and by the
affectionate attentions of his wite, he subsist~
ed for some time on various resources. - Yn
1768 hernceived proposals from the late Mr.
Murmy, the bookseller, to be admitted 2
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