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THE COLON SECTION 0OP THE PANAMA CANAL.
(Se Page 281 )

In nuy t-ittîrlirisa tise mnusn adoptid should bo ilu direct
proportion t the importance, of tic wvork to a bcdone At
Pinîaiiia the probietî k;i a gigantte one; hetnce thet prejîaraition
for wcork te lie accoinpiisicd ivilI iiecessarii- sssUme simuiaor
pîropoi lions. Tise isîlinns ean sîîpply but fcw of tic needs of
titis greatersterpî ise ;ail inust coule front Eurolie or tie United
Sîtntes ; nui, titis beilig thé eas', anîiong thse first requiremnents
was a vit of eutry, %vith ail ils marne aîid industrial ouifit,
ils docks and %worksiolîs. After fltis a city liait t10i hIuilt
ta colitaiti tise popuaniti vellici tise work attractedl to itqeif.

Titis preîîaratory %vork w.în comîîîcucedl iu Jaliuarv, ISSI,
aud thse pioint tirnt séieclcd oit te Illie aide wîîas i *0 arbon
of C'olon. This plact' linas isany ativantages , it iras tise point
of arrivai of scvénai litia af steamers front Etirope and Nev;
York it iras tc east end of tue l'assassin Itaiiroadt, andmionta
of tiîe irarves werc %udf equipped for Uic transfer o! matcrui
filous sisips ta thé' raiirozid. But oit ioniser conaideratiou, tisa
comipany recogiized te tact tisat it couid utl caot upornauyof the six existiîtg %charves for its service -, they beloisged to as
many3 difféent lisscs of steamers, sud tue l'annula IL IL whiarf,
%vnecked by stonits and tUic shock of veasels n2aiîist il, iras
euîtireiy ont o! service.

Tihe couiiny soon fouuid itself nincis enibanrassedl in tise
liatidling- of ils niaterial, iiaving, no especiai place for mîlitait.
ilg ; sud als tise day of arrivai aud dcpartune of the steaniers
iras fixed iii advancc, ail miatcrini had ta ha liastiiy unioaded
front tic Canal! Conipany's hoats, and as hastily renmoved front
tie wharf ta niake rocua for thee uîow arrivais. Il iras at firnit
intezidoî la buy ani nec.înstruct Uie Panama R. Il. wvharf for
Uic exclusive use of te companiv. But supposiîîg titis action
would salve tise question of lîandIieg the materiai, tho probient
yet rentainedl of providing storcisouses, worksiîops aud houses
for tise employéds; for lthe Island of L\anzatiillo, upion wielics,
la buitt lte City of Colon, is, praperly speaking, a more
ý,wquip, in the minen ,r of vticis il is impossible ta enect any
builditigs. Tite irest coast is aIready occuicd by a fevr fartis,
by the city, sud by tic railvrsys and whlarves ; lte norlth
coast presents aîîiy a narronw strip, of land belireen the sîramfî
nt the son. Titis last spot, iowever, la tise best ois the

island, as it is expasi dl te the direct suis breeze ; but rooul %vas
%vaoting for lie required constructionts, ieics, %vould necessanily
caver a large space, anîd ftritore it iras tc far remuoved
front tue Panaina IL Il. iiari. Sonte allier point tisaus tise
islatîd of Manzanlilao ut evideîitly ho seiected for tise use of
te Comipanty.

Weo ouglît ta liera rcîttark tat Colon lins aiways hid an
unpleasant reputation l'or its uoisealtliiness. Wîtiiout relpent.
ir.g aIl the atonies told cf titis inialbpv couittry, vre are obiigadt
te admit tîtat a stay in titis city is tînt agrec'able. It is, in n,
word, the inost sickly jt.iit in te Isîlîmus, ansi rte chantces
of baing striekeit by disease ara fuirtiter eniiiaîtccd by ltae gross
ignorance anti fil'iiy haits of te coiorred natives. Tiuey secin
ta tiuk tlîat jr la liandv ta have ait open acvrer before their
.loor'i, itl wiiicii a11il îîaiir of uniclean hitniis are daiiy
titrownt, ta tester urtider a tropical suit

Il. liteittt, failiiîg ta findt a scapont, rcsoived te found a
port oit titî- iiverCiiaerosi as a solutiatn of tise itrobleun lire.
sentcd. About six mices troin Colon, foiiowving tue file of lthe
railrond, aud abouît ine milts front tise moutît oi the ('iagres,
is the rein of G.itutî, wlîich is burrouuded liv rtiiands suffi-
cientiy eievated ta seinnugiy promise a liîeaiîhv location. Omie
of tise bis is situateti %spts te rigit bauk"of the Cisagras
River ; tise railroad passps nt ils foot aiongaside titi river. and
canai wviii le iocatel on te for batik ansd allant a lhoîîeand
font front te Chagres. Betireen the sea aud Gatut,, the Cie.
gre.s is froua *23 to *26 ft. deep : but a bar at lte monîli of te
river reduces titis det.l ta abuat 13 ir. Wiie lthe preselîl
valer is suficientiy dec1. over lte bar, for moat of lte vessels
uieig il, a dredge cais catily unake antd usaintalîs a deeper
channel ivien reqnired.

1M llchitîie utoiv gav- lte onfer tc) abandon tise uttheatiy
and crowdcd ports of Colon, attd t(- croate an entirely nci lîort,
ivith ils docks and avorkshltoîs, at (atun -, andi put tise lieuses
of te msen silon the tei) ai tua bll. Titis ivas tise Ctt et
Lesseps. ivoîl,- %ia raitlv pnsited, ltue top of the itili levciledl
off, sud a stîficient nuimber of btuilidings ectedl ; at tbis place
the first excavAters %vcre put togctlier raiy for witrk. But
ut!ltaipiiv tise chuinte decl arùd itseiF againat titis enterprise.
Tite first officiais setnt ta Gatuo, net iaviîtg as at Colon tise
advantagcs of lîctels, nt lest habitable, avare compellid ta

iodge ater ut rtue uts of lthe Inians, or in tae tiifittîslîad
barracks. Tite laat ever broke ont ; soune died, and tuec
rentainder, panic strîcken, declared Galun tise unheaithy

ttsu Ci.lott. 'rite slieme of an ittrian port was thion con.
deinneti ; faiilt.tiutier aitoîîuded ; andtitis itdea, concoived 'n
a utraier and Ilinte sptrit, vais made a rt-proacii la ils aution
nit iooked sillon as a grues blunder. Trite fiat mistako iras
thé lirst stejt toirari lthe grave of the uitapity Biatîciit.

lus abaîidoinug Gtln, %viera lthe tuevr city stood sat sud
dcserted. it %vas iiecessary ta retrt ta Colon. But if Colot),
witi its certain iîtsainbritv, ivas preferreti ta lthe pttrhaps acci.

rditntal state of affiura at Galon, lthe ttccessity diti nt the less
extat for feutnditig an aîttiroiy îuttieiti.utietit part, nut previdîng

ladfor lte neued sîtuctutres. Tite ontrance ta tite canai
b,îjg lixed it thc arni of the s"huiîc soparates tise Iland of

M1aîzatiIIo front the inaîiiand, it as dt'cidcd by Il. Hersant
ta hl î lithe wtansiy cost lying beticeui lthe railroad and the
sou lthwest huiire of the Island ;aîtd eventi reolaira a certain
arcn traits tîe sen, hîy nusitng ant itta the Bay ai Limon a
tafle destîîted ta lîrotecî te future outtranîce port aRsiîîat lthe
heîavy gaies andi waves irat itortis aitd nortivest. 'Tuis fiied
iti grotti teok lte statue of thte Terre plein de Christophe

lombe, amui ta entire force of titis section iras direcledl
buvard lthé apeedv enti1 s.ttot of titis inîdispentsable avork.

laving fitiei the iîistortcal portion of our papn, ire aili
aoar rettîrti ta lthe qutestiont of the primain axacutian, ai tise
avorks of the cenîpany.

Als ltae construction of the Terre-plein avoulti coîtntie ltunch
lime, it aras foutu! aecessary ta bioy or relit a number af smail
properties on tise habbitable port iuis of ltae island. lu titis way
an estsblisliment veas foueu-tid an tise tsartiwest point ai tisa
isiand, near lthe lig-triijousc catuprtiiîg lte administration
restdency, lte ziiîices, barracks for workmeît, a shedi for ltae
motitng ut locomotives, a %vork.sitop antd a saw-niii. Be-
twe$.t whiarves 4 aîîd 5 (sec plaît b a slip avas built for setting np
tae uredges and ligisers ; to lthe soutit a! Wharf Na. 6 was a
slip for setting til tie great floatitig crane of 40 tots capacily.
Tue rensporany stonciuoutses ura piacedia little beiid ltae sentit,
cuti ai lise îawtî, auîd dit leretit honses in Colon were finaily
utit7.eti for olfices andi lasser stareitouses etc. Ail luistirvas, of
course. a'cry Incoliavdîtten, antd neceesIt&te for tise eralAoyés
fatigatt- jaîtrucys antd mitel lois o! lima Titis perioti of
pravtssoual orgaîîtzation britîgs ta mmnd seine of lthe saddesl
mmeorits cannectei aviith lte Iistary of lthe canai. Aut wiso
avare prescrit muat recal the duie! oi service aI Colon, laboring
16 ]tours per day, filliiîg every rate, even ltaI of tnurse, avio,
aller exisanstiitg lus forces, suiccintbed ta dîsesse aI tisa end ef
lthnee monris of lits superhumint laitorn Titis citief iras Il.
Etienne Antotne, ant engîtteer weli kisoav, an oid student ai
lthe hkole cetttrale, and Itefore entrnîîg ltat scisol, a avorkman
ta lthe age of lirtny. il iras tiilicît ta f'tnd n successar, and
the post remnîaîed a loung turne onfilioti;liien il %vas given ta an

engitteer avisu nemaincti but a short lutte on lthe Istismus. à
lird urus seîzed ity lta forer airer a sojourn ai lavo or tP
muttis. AltlasI a feunti ppearc.i-lo wlî ire maoishastnrdy
anti long reaitaatce ta cliitt mofluences-anti silice Augusl
1S82 lie lias iseit the reints oi lis pertions govenosmenl. Froun
an admtinistrative poit of nîew, lteo organtzation of service at
Colan bas isten sotîteavîtat ttiied. Onigtnaliy Colon formed

a 1eoa depol ion tliuo rks, comprtaîng tise vonk praperiy
sa called, tit'uvnaloa malaria! atîd lthe storeisauses. Il irs
liîougil finally Iluat titis service was tae camplicated, sud
titane avere alter objuections andsinscanvénient features je
leavztîg tît lte itatds of a clîtef citargaîl avili lise execotion ai
the %vork aI Calaot, lthe cane ai lise avonkshopsand storaisouses,
and tc fnrnislttng oi niateriais and ait uuachiery edeti on
tihe alier porîtiuns ai lta lslhmu-i. F,'iontiy titis chiot ougisl
la ho frec ta pravide first for lise aepds ai ]lis aiu woric. Tise
geumerai superintendency aI Calait lias now beon suppressati
anti te service lias beau naorganîzed nder sepanate andi dis-
tinct lîcads, or tecluons, tncluding %vonka, marksisaps and mi-
larial, sud generai stan,+onuses.

We avili comence lîy gtving for each ai tîtese sections a
description of lte tlerto nctuirnd.

Of lthe geaceral muagazinu we shall bave nathieg te aay except
titat lteé company ta couttpellii eh provide (di necesaary mate-
tentai, tint auiy for lthe works hut for tise inateriai lufe afijtas
employe.i. Tise stanahouses are amîîiy foniiaitat avill food,
fonitune, bt dding, aîud even itaundries ; al], je tact, tisa lthe
laisaners nacti ta kecp them in good condition on laing lthe
%vank. NI. tle Lesseps w&ai opposeti an pninciple ta an argafli-
zatian whmcii was certain ly 'sisatstraus ta lacal trade, but hae bu
pracîtcally admîtcdi tisa rigil ai the men la have tise appon-


