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togèther by rcesus of wedges. Drive the wedges gently at
the start and each one equally tili ail the joints fill up suugly,
and then stop, for if driven too tight the floor will spring Up.
Neyer wedge directly agyainst the edge of the fiooring board,
but have a short strip wîth a tongue on it between the wedge
and the board so as to leave no bruises. Then fasten the floor
to the sleeperg by driving a fiat.headed, steel wire nsil of suit-
able size, one incli from either edge of every board, straight
down into eacli sleeper. At the end joints stmaller nails may
be used, two nails in board near the edges and as far froin
the ends as the thickuess of the sleeper will permit. Pro-
ceed in this inanner until the floor is completed, and yon
will have a floor that will remain tight and look well until
worn out.

Sncb minute directions for so common and simple a job
sound silly, but are justifiable from the fact that there are so
many alleged carpenters whio either do flot know bow, or
are too lazy, to lay a floor properly.-Southe-n Lumberman,
U. S.A.

THE RATING 0F GROUND RENTS.

In a paper ou "The Rsting of Ground Rents," recently
read at the Surveyors' Institution, Mr. George Beken deait
with the question-Whether the proposed measure, if enacted,
would benefit occupyiug tenants?!

He stated that ground rents are flot paid by thein, that an
occupier does not necessarily know whether there is a ground
reut on bis house or not, and in negotiating for a tenancy does
not even ask the question. The existence or non-existence of
a ground rent is the concern of his immediate landiord, sud
depends upon whether hie (the landlord) holds a lease only, or
bas bouglit the freebold. If hie bas only a lease, and couse-
quently bas to psy a groutid rent, that does not enable hins
to obtain a higher rent ; and if hie were ernpowered by legisla.
tion to make deductions, in respect of raies, fromn the ground
rent be pays, that would flot necessitate bis accepting less
rent.

Mr. Beken's conclusion is tbat the rating of ground rents
would not bave the slightest effect upon occupying tenants.

It would merely, hae held, sbift the burden froru one set of
investors to another set, that is, from leasebolders to their
ground landiords, notwitbstanding that the former, by biaving
agreed to psy ail tbe rates, have obtained their leases for lesa
than they otherwise would.

He then discussged the reison generally put forward in sup-
port of rating ground rents, viz.-That new imposts which
were not contemplated when the leases were taken, and
whicb are alleged to beniefit týe lesiors' property, have been
thrown on tbe rates. .If th1s be sa, be co']tende(l that, as a
set off, accounit sbould be taken of the benefit the lessees re-
ceive from tbe expenditure. And if leases were to be se-
aside in order to give one party redress for "'the unfore-
seen, similar redress could not ha fairly refused to the other
party.

H1e was of opinion that in many cases, if the benefit accru.
ing to s lessee froin what may ha termed " Iprovemeat ex-
penditure" could bave been foreseen when hie took the lease,
hae, or someone else, wonld have been williug to give a higher
ground rent, in anticipation of that benefit outweighing, any
resulting increase in the rates.

11e gave instances of claima and conuter-claims which hie
considered would arise in going bebind leases, as suggested,
and said the necessary calculations would tbrow an amount of
trouble and worry upon botb parties that would ba perfectly

intolerable, whilst the net result, whicb. would as olten be
against the lessee, as in bis favour, conld only be approui-
mate, and would generally be trivial compared witb the
cost.

The measure would be especially bard upon investors in
ground rents, wbo are content to take s low rate of interest in
consideration of receiving a safe sud regular inconie with little
trouble.

In conclusion, Mr. Beken was or opinion that sny legisîstive
interference would do more harin than good, sud bie asked,, if
leases were to be revised whenever any covenant migbt be-
come disadvantageous to either of tbe parties, wby not subject
every other kind of contrart to similar revision 1 The logical
sequel would be, he said, that no contracts, for any purpose
whatever, would be binding, the affect of which upon enter.
prise generally would be moat prejudicial.

To CLEÂN SMÂLL SoRtEws.-Scraws that are too amali for
separate tratment msy be cleanad froin rust as follows : Take
a pound of screws sud place thein in a sinaîl box-a cigar-box
will do; put a small quantity of oul on them sud shake for a
minute ; then put a piece of cotton-wsste in the box sud re-
peat for a minute ; finally, put s bandful of sawdust in tbe
box sud sbake for anothar minute or so, aud remove the saw-
dust by sifting it froin the screws in a fine sieve.

Glazed bricks are now largely used for both initerior sud
exterior decoration. They are manufactured in Philadeiphia
sud elsewhere in tha United States. For this purpose au
ordinary 'ligbt-colored or red brick is used, and a suitable
enamal is produced ou the surfaces to ba exposed. Some
colora are very easily obtained. A simple lead glaze or a cheap
buif' brick makes a good yellow. A manganese and iron
glaze is usel for black. Wbite sud blue are tha mo8t diffi-
cuit to produce, since the rad color of tbe brick must first be
hiddan by an opaque layer of white before the finishing glaze
ig applied. Green must be made iu the saine way.

LITrLE ONES IN SPECTÂCLES.-A writer in the Boston
Ilerald says that the very general and growing prevalence of
near sight is largaly due to'caralessneas with cbildren. The
number of childreu who wesr spectacles bas becorue s serious
subject of remark. That a radical wrong existb somewbere,
when chuldren ouly four years of age are thus hsmpered for
life, is otily too palpable, but wbose tbe blame, sud what the
reniedy for this evidently increasing afflictioni Are future
generations to be sans eyas as well as sans teethit The defacts
in vision necessitating spectacles are iuberited, or infants
scarcely abla to read would not býý lurried to opticiaus sud
fitted to glasses that must bothar tbem while they live.
Oculists give many sensible reasons for this weakne8s of the
optic nerves. But no one impresses tbe uecassity of cara in
the management of eyes until the (lainage is doue, sud then it
is too late. Young mothers who cover the baby's face with s
vail, or who wear spotted lace against tlieir own eyas, sud who
shlow their chuldren to read by insufficient light, are laying
up trouble for theinselves, though oculist sud optician will be
better off for their criminal ignorance. As to tbe scboolrooms,
wliere childrin spend s0 many hours of the day, do parents
ever ask or know how they are liglited, sud wbetber the
scholars face windows, sud whether they are obligad to strain
their eyeti by blackboard exarcises in half.lights 1 A little
precaution in the use of the ayes, sud somue knowledge ou the
subjeet of improper ligbting, would be a pound of cure in this
matter of spectacles.
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