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new but nierely revivals of old disputes. There is hardly'a con-
troversy which bas not been revived; though it must lie said
that we have many previously unknown. Conclusions forinerly
reached and generally accepted are now assailed and disputed.
There is no position in this warfare so secure as to be safe from
attack. The batties of a former age or ages have to be foughit
again as if nothing hiad becna debated or concluded before.

This aspect of Theological study appears More discouraging
by coxnparison with the history of physical science, especially in
modern tiines. Since the triumph of the inductive method of
observation, experincent and verification, the progress of physical
science lias been a steady march and a succession of triumphs.
Every position once secured is safe for ail time. Errors inay be
current for a time, but such are soon corrected. Conclusions
may ho modified, but only to make the next conclusion more
certain and more accordant wit?î truth. It is truc that w'hen
scientists do speculate and go fromn science into the field of philo-
sophical inference upon the universe and the laws of the moral
world, and the government of moral beings, they are as fallîble
as other men. *Worse than Samison, they ]ose iiot only their hiair
but their heads. But wvhen their method is applied properly,
adhered to and kept within the sphere of matter and its laws,
the conelusions of natural reason are irresistible, and in this
repect it presents a remarkable contrast to, philosophy and
moi ai, science- especially bib-dical criticisîn and theology.

One great disadvantage in this controversial aspect of theo-
c.-*àl --,Ar ÎQ f iatin parts to it lunaprncofne-iot',a , tudy .s> tht itala perac fucrtainty. If there ho so mucli debate over the wvhole field, how

can 1 be certain that truth in this subject is at ail possible ? The
study is discouraged by thle uncertainty of the results. The
objeet of ail study is truth ; but iu this case it would appear as
if uny truth attained were doubtful, that what is called trutlî by
sqmne wvere but an illusion, and that no one cati be certain that lie
possesses that treasure. Besides ail this seems to imnply the
iuutility of Revelation. For w'hat wie this great boon bestn-w'ea?
It May ho described as serving two purposes. First, it coin-
municates wvhat man never could discover for liimself. The
whole plan of saivation is a matter of pure revelation. By
it wve tire iuformed of counsels held before mnan was created


