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case et towu assessors. I tbought, at firet, that
a solution might be fouud se as.-to give effeet te
every part et the clause, lu a leveliug dewn pro-
cees, lu this way, taking the towu wkh the iewe8t
aggregate valuation and decreasiug the valua-
tiens in al( other municipalities, se 98 te produce
a just reliion in ail the valuations; but then,
titis couid net be doue, for there is a plain aud
positive prohibition against reduciug the aggre-
gate valuation for the vitole ceuuty as muade by
the asseseors.

Iu the 3rd eub-sec. et saine claust, any local
municipalily dissatisfied with the action et thte
Council in iucreasing valuation, rmy appeai.
If the rueaniug et sub-sec. 2, be af contended
for by the appellanti, a tevu or vi'lage ceuid
tnt be afflected by such n decisioti, %ut sub-sec.
3, plainly implies that they might be înjuriousiy
affecteti and on no other gront couU the right
et appeal given te them be justifieti.

Thre 72nd sec., plaiuly impiies aire that ex-
8aninatien et the relIS et all municipalities is
necessary ln the proces et eqnaiizing the valu-
ations ln the several municipalities. Fer 'what
purpose, if certain et them are te be taken. at
qrbitrary valuations on thte assesser%' returu
The question seeme te me te answer itaeif.

Section 74 shows that a county rats je te be
assessed equaiiy on tihe wheie ratable property
ef the County, aud prevides distluctly, that thte
ameunt et property returued on the relIls fer
thre town8hips, tewns and villages <as finalIy
r evised andi equalized) is te bu the bisis upon
which the appertieumeut je te be muade, again
lmplying the existence et the power te change
tire original returus.

I think te give effeet te the intention et the
Liegisiature the Cennty Council should perforni
the dnty la the erder prescribed-flrst equ-iliz-
ing the valuations in the severai muuie'palities,
tewns, townships and villages, as provided in
firet part et section 71-sud then, aiter deiug
oc, te make the deductiens in respect te tevus
and villages directed in euh-sec. 2.

,There le obvieusly a higher standard et value
applicable te farr preperty than te village
proderty, aud en in the every day transactions
of business it je estimated. Village preperty je
snbject te many incidents calculateti te depre-
ointe its value that preperty in the country je
neat liable te. A large ahare et towu and village
property le aise perisbable and in its nature
suibJect te yeaniy depreciatien. The land le net in
gênerai prodnctive except when buit upen, and
canuot bu turned te the profitable accenut that
t*rm.property ean. Ail these, it le true, enter
iâte the element et vaiue, aud might weil be coLn-
sidereti in the lirat instance, but the Legielature
has- t.itought il right te fix arbitrariiy a. difference
in vaine, and whether well-touuded or net it

* muet bu acted upon.
The course whieh I thiuk it vas the duty of the

Coenty Couucil te feiiew, I myselt have pursued
l% respect te tewns. Thre Ceunty Jutige aetiog
in titis matter et appeal le pesaibly iuvesited
with unreâtricted pever te equalize the assesa-

,L as, in hie opinion, may bu juet-the lan-
g4oge je certainly broad enougir te adrait ýhe
vrew -- Aud sncb Judge shaîl equalize .the
,whioe assessmeint et the Qionnty." But I bave
tboiaght it right and more in contormity witr the
true intention et the law, te bu governed b>' the

principle laid down ia thé iaw as te valuatioli
respecting towns.

Whenathis appeal wua iodged 1 senw from the-
natur a extent of the enquiry, if viva voce
teStmn wae te bu enbmitted, and the short
t'mne aiiowed by law for making it, that it woulde
be impossible te receive complete evidence froni'
ail interested, and evidenoe upen wbich 1 could'
with Safety act, for I feit and I feel that if par-
tial or incompiete testimony were laid befere vièi
it would be worse than uselees, and might:
possibly produoe an impression upon My mmid-
Dot calcniated to assist me in arriviflg nt a jast'
eqnalization of the wbele assessment of the(
County; uer could 1 have time te analyle au&
examine it properiy, if at ail. The cesto, aiso,
if the matter was gene into exhaustively, L.
knew wei3ld bave been enormus. and these cin-
siderations and tbe wieh expressed by ail -partiîè#
in the matter induced me te take it up in the
way desired, and-té endenveur te de justice'to
the -best cf my ability on materials submïittted
withOut insisting uPen otbrer evidence. I hnve'
endeavoured te justity the confidence placed Wu
me. and neariy every day sembu the appeul vtt
iodged 1 bave been engaged in making, Se a-f9
time would permit, a tberough examinaticu ef,
ail the rolis aud documents before me. I cau-
canuet help saying that the nînner in 'wbich'
many of the relie are get up le anything bnf
creditabie te aseessora. I did net think it pog-'
sible that snoh imperfect and sloveuly work at
semne et the relis exhibit couid have been re-
ceived front the hande et any assessor. And
haviug muade a meut detailed examination etý
what each assesser bas doue, 1 mnust stateMY
conviction that assessment nder the preset
systein ferme, in my jndgment, a meut unreli-ý
able basis et action fer county or other pu-ý
poses.

I viii net impose upon myseit the painful tllsk
of expressing an opinion as ta returus ef valle:'
set upon preperty by men wlrose diities 8Wre
plainiy set dowui t he A-et cf Parliain'etild
who are required te 'erity on oatit the full cer-ý
tificate necessary te, b. placed upon their cern-'
pieted rol; but I wili say it is small wouder-
that year after year the County Conncils fine&
snch diffieuity lu agreeiug ou an equalizaflotn,t
and that the equalization, viten muade, is genieralyl
atter a long etruggle on the part et municipnliteW,
te alter, and in the end is understood te be gpon,
a compromise, or concession ef seme kind We
secare the neoessary majovity. O)ne unf
the probable confiiot et opinion al*nost iuevitabie
Ou the confiict et interests, in the possibiiity ef
combination., te secure results oelrating unljitt
towarde certain munieipalities entuide snch
cembinations, and lu ether difficulties that sur-,,-
round the snbject, euoegestlug obstacles te a jus
decisien, a gond reasen for an appeal, te -soamâ
indepeudent tribunal, boyond the, reaeh otfrq'
gular influenres ; and, eemomy being an ohjct.,
the ýCounty Jndge sras doubtîcess eelected an«d
empewered te decide, andi however -distastefliI
the dnity, 1 must admit a riglit ef a*lpeal ffe.o~
uecessary under the preseut systeru et eq"aizaiza

For years, past it V ouid appa. that; neýuif«it
cqur.e bas been taken ln respect $.e în»st ot *bftt
muni ci palîties'in the Counity. -I' Speak frotu.
careful analysis 1 muade et the apportionYhtýit bY
the County Council since 1861, exbibitiug the pro-
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