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THE INCIDENTAL ABVAN PAGES OF~ STUDY 0F THE BIBLE.

1 sincerôly believe that nothing offers se geod a subjeet for study as tice
Bible. Set az'de now the fact tihaýt it is a religious book, and aIl religious

jconsiderations, and regard it siuiply as a book te be studied.: thoera is ne j
o thet' se at hand, none so easiiy studied, none in wvhich, sucli aida may be
found, none that wiil intreduce yeu te so large a conipany of fellow-
a tudents; and thore is ne book the study of which bringB se inany advantages
as the Bible, because tLhere is no ether oe boak that embraces so many de-
partmetits of truth aucd knewledge, or treats them, in se wiee a wvay. It lias
heen said that te know weil soma persons is equivalent to a liberal education.
Se a thorougli krowvledge ef the Bible-I do net mnean ability te quote it, but
an inteiiectual knowvlo lge of the Bibls--is equivalent te an education ; it is
itseif an education, auxd as broad and Icigh as ticat gained in tics sehoels. It
dees thia hecause it is se universal.

Look at it as a boek cf history. Upen the whele thoere is ne study that
se broadens tice mind and feeda it se richly and sweetly as icistory. It bringsj
the wisdomn o. the agstegether ; it teacices charity by alcewing us under what
burdens and by wliat paths of sufforing humanity hics struggled on; it showvs
us that thore is a plan and a power ai ork beyond ticat of nman ; and, above
ail, it reveals an upward pregresa, and se feeds houe and stimulates te good
efforts. But te produce this etisot, histery must be studied in a large way,

jand as covering broad reaches of ime. The Bible liresents itsef te us tirst
of ail as a history ; that is the ferin whiech it ivears. it ia firat a histery cf
creatiouc ; no matter now hew it is told, it is yet in soe reai sense a history
of the creation of tice universe; a very important ticing te knew, for a man
lins ne s ire standing ground until lie knews the main facts and fsa.tures of thes
world in whieh lie fands hitnseif. De Foe, with a fine stroke of genlus, niakes

fRobinsen Crusoe fir8t of ai explore the island on which li ceeat away. One
jmust feel at homne befere oes can do any goed work. Ronce tice Bible opens
w ith a historical account-as goed as ceulid then be g:iven, and, ail things
cen-idcered none could be better-of tho world fremn the beginning. It dee
net depart frein this meticod, but je a histery te the end. The early, un-
k nowni agea are depieted in the eniy light ia whicc they wers rsvealed un-

4til the true historie ara began in Abrahamn. Froin that turne on ive follow,
a s vs tixrn tics pages of the Bibis, a lino of lcistury tilt we reacli the end. It

j l indeed the history of a amnati nation ; biot suppose you were te study it ia
t rue etudent fashion, yeu weu!d (lad yourself face te face with those meet

I 'ncisnt civilizations Chat flourished about the hiead-wcatere of the Etiphrates.
~T [ey forin tihe background of thes history of tics aebrew nation, and are part

of it. You wouid st<udy Chose nations in the light of thes wonderfui dis-
coveries that are nnw beingy made, ar.cd- by wlcich their history je litsraily un-
roled froin buried cylinders. Thoa you wouid find yourself in centact with
Egypt, wlcose hi8tory is parallel for 1,200 years with that of thes Hebrews.
Tie relation betweeu the two nations was Chat cf action and reactiori; oe

cannot be underetood without a knowledge of the other ; hu~nce the studerit
o f tics Bible will leara ail there ia to be known cf Egypt. The relation
of A.brahamc te Mesepotamia, and the influences ha brought frein it and

Iaguiinst whieh lie protested, and the relations of Moses te Egy pt, the ideas,
cuisteins, and i orcce carried thence by the Hebrews, form n e of the meet

jsignificr,.nt chapters in human history, and have net yet been f ully writtsn eut.
The effect of Francs and Germaay upea Eagland, thes eftèct of thes Urusades
upon Europe through contact with the East. the effect of Arabie iearning upen
niedîoeval Europe, are great themnes, but they are net moe important tican the

ibeariiog eof the prohiietorie nature-iworship of tics remoe East upen tics genesis
iof thes Eebrsw nation. and tics influence of Egypt upon ths tribe of Jacob, and
jlater, tics interaction between thes 18aelites and the Canaanites, and inter stili,

Jthe powerful influence of Babylon easlaving and teaching its Jewish captives.


