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stud »v as be.-. . laps the only one in all lîistory that lias a dis-
tinctlive character of its own. It is, nioreover> al century tliat Cali
boast of an uiiusual roll of illustrious men of action, as wvell as of
mien whio have cr-eated what is Lest in art, iii literature, and pili-
<.sophy.

Bct before comilig te a of the civilization of the Thir-
teenth Century, 1 think; wc ouglit to arrive at sonie definite undei-
standing of whazt civilizaition really is. Whtdoes civilizatioii really
mean ? \Ve must confess ,at the terni is cxtreniely niisty. It is
one of those words greatly alïected by popular speakers, particularly
political orators, perhaps for tie ver), reason of its -lelightful elub-
iveness. It wvill bear almost any intcrpretation oue wvislîes to givet
it-the interpretation dcpei:sig largely on one's religion, education
and condition iii life. To tue ricli civilization nieans luxury and case.
To thos,: of the iiiiddle class it nicans a certain imeasure of external
refinemieut togietlier with onîfort. To the industrioas poor it mnîcs
"go aod tinie.--," a fair sliarc of amusements,, and protection by law
in existing ri-lits and liberties. It lias lbeen said tlîat Uic niost pop-
ular idea of civilizatiozi is tie veteeringc of b)arb.-rism- and barbarisin
means coarscness inii anner anîd dress togetiier witli coxîtempt for
art and education. Froni this Nwg igh-lt lie led te infer that tlepo
per ieasure cf c(:viization is the actual possession or at least the
appreciation of conifort and goud nianners.

WliCardinal Newnman, 1 believe tlîat ''Civilization is the
state to wvlîcli man's nature points and tend-,; it is the syste!matic
lise, improverneunt, and conibination of those faculties whiclî are lus
Clizaracteristic, and viewed iii its idea it is the perfectioni, tic liappi-
ness of our niortal state. ""And perfection, " says IMattliew Arniold,
'is the harnîoiîioms expansion cf ail tie powers that make tie beautv

and wortli of iunîati niature.'

Civilizatioii nîay be material, intellectuail, aiîd moral. The best
civiliaiion is esseiitially moral and offly accidentally intellectual and
material. L'nfortunately' Uuis distinction is ofteiî lest siglît of. Ma-
lerial civilizatioii is Ui. usuial denoiation of tlue word. There 4re
nien of gross inîm't>rality or nîca cf slender mental equipnient, whlo
would beconie veliernent alniost te the Verge cf fury> if any one
should question the supcrierity of our present day civilization. Tlîey
hiave onlv a partial concept cf he word's full contenît. I repeat,
cilv-Iiza-tioi rnav be material1, intellectual and nuiora-il-and essentially
Moral. 1 nierely state tie distinction. Its justness, I zm sure, wvilI
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