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cen turies and the Indian t'ribes have been driven farther and farther
iowvard the Pacifie coast. But here as elsewhere, the palef'ace bas
made -his home, and the red man lies, as it were, between two
fires, each approaching with steady vigor the doomed and helpless
victimn. Explorers, adventurers and surveying parties now pierce
the most inaccessable thickets of hili and g-,en, instead of the

* scalping parties and the Indian bands of bunters and trappers.
The Indian, in fact, is in the Iast stage of bis existence. Having

*- been successively the host, enemy and subject of the white man,
lie is now become the white-man's ward : to feed, clothe and
civilize hlm is now preferred to flghting him. As the case lies,
hew~il1 soon be civilized off the face of the earth.

IBut let us remember t1Èat the destruction of ibis once power-
fui race, has flot been wvho)ly- due to actual death at tbe hands of
the invader. The question naturally arises-why as a race, have
they withered away from this, their native land? We have flot far
to go for an answer. Even a person who has a moderate insigrht
into the natural capabilities and inclinations of a race, wvill tell you
that the wvhite-man's restless pTogress and ambition is the bane of
Indian ivelfare. The Indian, to be prosverous, requires for him-
self and family several square miles of land, Iying in a wild state
of forest, prairie, swvamp and river, wvhere the blowv of the %vood-
man 's axe, the tinkle or the cow-bell or the discbarge of firearms
neyer awakes the ecboes. Sucli links and fibers of transit and
intercourse as the railroad, the postal and telegraph system, wvhile

advancing the dlaims of civilization, put an interdict on the savage.I
Firearms, small-pox, and intoxicating liquors-ali, particularly
obnoxious and fatal to the wvell-beinoe of the Indians-came with
the Europeans. To the latter also is laid another crime-the
destruction of the bison which once numbered millions-a crime
-w.hich stands as a blot upon the boasted dlaimis of civilization.
While the red man was master over our western plains, he killed
the buffalo only in numbers sufficient for his simple needs. But to
satisfS' the white-man's greed, it is said, one million were annuafly
slaughtered merely for their peits. wvhile their carcasses w'ere left
to the wolves. As the buffalo 'vas the principal sustenance of the
red-man where maize wvas flot> the extinction of this magnificent
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