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nmodes of thiotnght and expressioi .... 1 cannot say3," lie points
ont, ''that 1 lhave bee i very fortunate iii coming across, amongst
those pensants, people wlioni 1 have personally founid intercstîng.

[t lias always seemed to mre t.hat those characteristics whichi are
miost worthy of recognition amiongst themi have cluing to themi froi
the past, and renliaitied wvitlî theni in spite of thieir present training
-training whichi, iii deflance of history and comimon sense, is
exactlv the sarne in character as that bestowved uipon the toivinsiîi
of Birniingham, or the cockneys of Lond.on. 1 do not think that

three generations of this teaching have succeeded iii making
intelligent Englishmnenl out of the natives of the Boa of Allen ; but
1 amn quite certain it lias enitirely spoilt their spontaniety of inielli-

gb'Cence and niaturalncss of expression, and cramiped anid w~arped iii
a curious psychiological wvay a people wvhose instincts are strongly
Irish, but %'hîose training and niodels are foreign and 17niglishi."

The second class of peasantry Dr. Hyde fiuîds to be those w~ho,
wvhlsýt residing on the Irish-speaking horderiand, are yet exclus-
ivelv Enghlishi-speakingir in spite of the fact that the oider section of
thc population stili use the Irish language as the ordinary means
of verbal communication. "These," lie declares, referring to the
former, " are, perhaps, the stupidest and miost ignorant people iii
the British Isies. Thiey liave lost ail that their parents hiad, and
the National Scliool systemi.. .. lias been utterly unable ta replace
it by anything of value."

Accordin- ta the President of the Gaelic League, the third
class of peasantry comprises the bi-linguist and purely Irish-
speaking people, of wvhoni lie lias this to say'

&aThlese have aIl conserved Uic traditional traits of tlîeir race,
and, so fatr as my observation goes, they alon4: possess an inter-
esting inner life, clierish ail almiost uiniversai love of sotieg%.tory
and mutsic, and possess a great facility of picturesque expression.
Thev niake use of the poiiîted sayings and astute aphiorisrns wh'lich
tie Irish laiigwage abounids iii. and deliglit iii conversational
rcpartee. It is anîoiîgst thiose people, "«lie tcktno-tvedges," 1 have
heen chiefly successini iii gathering folk-lore and folk-soiîg, wvhich
îhcey possess Io ain alrnost incredible extent. [t is iiothîing, for a
nman wvho cati îeither read nor write ta repeat dozenls of poenis,


