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too. But taking him as a business man,

gcakin deliberately to buslicess men words
at wiil be widely published and impl{'ing

conditiony having or about-to have such

An Important Bearing

upon this district that they, in his epinfon,
will transform a small provincial town Into
t'a place larger than Butte, Montana," some-
thing more than the merest generalities
might reasonably have Yvn expected of him.
But nothing more was ~ommunicated, not~
withstanding that Mr. Johnson claimed to
have secen for himself some of the * big
things' ho referréd to, and to have been
told of others by mining men who had heen
o long time in the district.

Of coursc Mr. Johnson s perfecty at
literty to say ag little or as much as he
pleases in favor of cr against the district.
So far as uo I8 persona i concerned no one
may falrly question his right to do so, bhut
since bald assertion is of itself far from
convincing, cven though made by one who is
quoted as an important authority, it appears
desirable that this bo supplemenied by in-
formation that may assist in carrying con-
viction as to the great promise of the dis-
trict to those to whom it looks for capital
and other assistance towards its adequate
development, so as if possible to h..len at-
tainment to the very desirable position in-
dicated as its goal. With this obket In
¢view~not to attempt to make good the
*'biggest mines" assertion, hut to show that
a large aggtegate output from local mines
may be looked for—ihe following is sub-
mitted :

It was suggested in last week’s Advance
that there may be twelve months hence
availabie in the DBoundary district smelting
facilities equal to the treatment of 1,500
tons of ore per diem. Probably this allows
a very liberal margin beyond what  will
actually be provided by them, but since
statements have been published placing the
eventual full duily treatiment capacity of the
Granby Company’s emelter at 5,000 tons,
and the British Columbia Copper Company’s
at 1000 tonms, it is a considerable reduction
to place next year's capacily at one-fourth
of the prospective total.. If this district iIs
during the next three or four years {o even
fairly begin to make good the claim to
having the *'biggest miues on the continent”
it must certainly *'get a move on’ and not
simply a move, but it must hustle right
smartly. A dnilf' average of 1500 tons of
ore means a yearly aggregate of more than
hdlf a million tons. Is the Boundary dis-
trict likely to produce this quantity? Last
week's Greenwood Miner states that the to-
tal output of the Rossland mines for 1898
was 111,282 tons and that the cstimated
output for 1809 is 166,282 tons. This is
the output of onc camp, agairst which
Bourdary district has several camps giving
fair promise of heing producers. A  liberal
estimate of this year's combined output of
Rossland's two big mines, the Le Rol and
the War %agle, based upon their figures for
elsht months to August 31, is 135,800 to
140,000 tons, or ahout 400 tons per day.
Are the mining camps of the Boundary dis-
trict likely to tcmether product “welve
months hence nearly four times as m ch as
the 1899 total of Rossland’s two .ig mines?
To pet some idea of fhe probabilities in
this direction it will be necessary to gointo
details, LeavVing out of present considern-
tion the several mining camps along or tri-
butary to the North Fork of Kettle River—
and since these include the Velcanic with its
reputed “mountain of ore', Golden Eagle,
Seattle, Pathfinder and othc mineral claims
stated to promise a compacatively big out-
put, they should together contribute a con-
siderable total — there are the better-deve-
toped of the claims in Greenwood, Welling-
ton, Summit, Deadwood and Central camps,
In Greenwood camp there are the Old Iron-
sldes, Knob Hill, Victoria, Brooklyn, Stem-
winder, War Eagle, Gold Drop, and  Snow-
Shoe. Having in view present detelopment
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and that aiready arranged for, if the claim
to have big mines be well grounded, it is
surcly not too much to estimate that the
daily output of this camp will twelve
months bence be

Not Less than 500 Tons.
..

Nor should a similar quantity be then too
large to cxpect from Summit camp, with
the B.C., Oro Denero, Emma group, * Home-
stake, Josie, Rathmullen group, R. Bell and
others to draw upon for supplies. Dead-
wood also should contribute a like daily to-
tal from t{he Mother Lode, Sunset, Morri-
son, Buckhorn, the Anaconda group, the
Boupdary Creck Mining and Milling Com-
pany’s hig group and o half a dozen olher
well known claims. Then it should not bhe
too much to look for at least 250 tons each
from Wellington and Centml camps, for
in the former are ihe Winnipeg and Golden
Crown ({each occasionally mentioned |as
ready to ship ore) and other claims less for-
ward with their development work, and in
{he latter the City of Paris and No. 7
groups each with a lot of oro *‘in sight.”
besides a number of other elaims upon
which more or less development work has
beerr done with generally promising results.
These five camps then should, if develop-
ment work be meanwhile steadily proceded
with, be in a position a year hence to fully
tax the treatment capocity of the two
smelters one of which is already under cons-
truction and the other apparently having
preparations made for an cprly comience-
ment with construction work.

It would therefore appear that the output
of ore in the Boundary district should, with
continuous development in/ progress from
now on a year hence easily

» Exceed the Capacity of tho Smelters

for the bullding of which assurance Is given
that provision has already been made. In
support of this view it may he poinfed out
that not only should ore supplics comé from
the five Boundary district camps named
above, but that there should be appreciably
large additions, in cither crude smelting ores
or concentrates, to the fotal supply {from
the North Fork camps, also already moen-
tioned, as well as from numdérous claims

in Sv;iark, Providence, Smith’s, Copper,
Vst Copper, Graham's, Kimbetley, Long
Lake and Pass Creck camps. Widening the
field to be drawn upon for the raw material
there is the Oro, Fino group and other

lclaims near Rock creek; the Crown Point

grom, with its gilver lead ores, on James
Creck, and the Barrett group in the same
direction; the claims scattered up the West
Fork, Beaver creek, Canyon creek, ‘Triple
Lake camp, and away up the main Kettle
river to the Lottie F. group on Copper
creek. Then concentrates may bhe expected
from camp McKinney and across the Inter-
vationsl Boundary line from Meyers ereek
down to Palmer mountain. From Toroda
south to Republic, Wash., ores or concen-
trates should come fo une of the Boundary
smelters, and even now the list is not ex-
hausted, for there remai- amonyg other ore-
ielding properties the Lone Star, Wash-
ngton, La Fleur, and others across {he line
from White's camp. With such an extensive
acea to draw from it matters little whe-
ther or not

“The Biggest Mines on the Continent”

be found in this district, or whether this
particular site or that he in the opinion of
one man or another the place for a1 smelter
than which there is no better in Canada.
The plain unmistakable Tacts remain that
for numaer and size of ore showings, for
varicty of orcs, for average values and for
accessibility for sending in mine supplies
and gefting ores out to smelting or other
treatment noints, the Boundary country and
contiguous districts are now or soon will
be singularly favored, to a degree almost
incredible to those not personally acquainted
with these unusual conditions. = And under
these circumstances it does not seem urrea-
sonable to conclude that it will not be very
long cre balf a dozen smelters or other
reduction works will be established  in the
Boundary district, embracing 25 it does the
country from Cascade o the east to Rock
creek on the west. and that the very large
expenditure ths C.P.R. Co. is incurring in
railway construction to and in the district
will prove to have been amply justified and
secure to that company as well as to mining
and smelting companies also expending mo-
ney freely, an ample return foi enterprising
confidénce.



