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AlGED i AXI> INFl-iRlf III ÏR
FUNVV.

B3 Y tic appointaient of the Gencral As-
semibly te atinual collection on bc-

half of tlîis iund fails ta bc made ont Sabbath
weelk, te ilth inst. 1lcrctofore it lias bccn
customnar>' to have titis collection conjoincd
with that on bchalf of the %Vidows' and Or-

.phans' lFund, thc amoutmt bcing divided bc.
twccn the two ,qchenies. Oî%'ing, lioivever, to
the incrcascd atuinber afi nnuitants and to
the fact that the sniall capital lins had to bo
(lrawvn tipon of late, the Assenibly, ini junc
Iast, rcsolvcd that the full arnotint af theo col-
lcction this ycar should bc c.tcvoted ta the
AgcJ and lIifrm Mitîistcrs Fuîîd.

Thotugl flot of equal imîportance %vith the
grcat inissionary schcrncs of the Chiî:,h, titis
Funci is anc that l)rcsents strong claims ti)ofl
the sYmpathics ai aur peoplc and dcserves
lhcarty and liberal support. Small as are the
salaries efi many ai our ministers at prescrit,
thcy werc inuch smaller in the carlier history
ai the country', sa that it was with great diffi-
cu:'ty the pioncer iiiiiisttrs of aur Cliurch
could -support tliciisclvcs and their famjnlies
in coiort, flot to spcak of saving a littlc for
aid age. Many ai thocse labourers aiter bear-
ing the burden and hecat of the day have bccn
laid aside b>' iaifirmity from active work, and
it is maniiestly the duty of thc Chîurch to
providc for thcm a comiortable maintenance
in aid agc. %Vc knov that mnany wvill regard
it hot mcrcly a Christian duty but a privilege
tu aid in supporting in the dcclinc ai life
those who faithfuliy scrved the Churchl in lay-
ing solid the faundations ai Prcsbytcrianism
throttghouit the Dominion.

Hitherto the arnoult: recciv'cd has bcen vcry
strait, not yielding in any case, we believe,
-%ver $250 per annum. The cominittec in
charge af the fund aim at beiîîg able ta give
cvery retircd minister an annîaity ai $400-
by no mneans an extravagant sum-and thcrc
ought ta ho no difficuity in accomplishing
thîis. %Vc trust that the ministers ai the
Chiurch %viil sa prescrit the dlaims af this fund
ta titeir cangregations that the committec
inay bc in a position hlisycizr ta increase ail
thé annuitics ta at least $400. Tihis is a
schenie ini support af which special bcqucsts
and donations from the wcalthier membors ai
the Church arc most appropriate, and we hepe
that from these sources the capital ai the
fund will from time ta tinle bc Iargeiy aug-
mentcd.

DEULtiTING CONGREGA TIONS.

E~2 VER.Y >'car many of aur congregations
raal to co:îtributc ta sonie af thec

Sciacînes of theo Cîurcli. To cncli af the
Sclîcics last ycar therc werc fully une hi-
drcd elefail titig cosigregat ions., causing seriotus
losç to the revenue.% oi the Churchi and. as Wu
believe, %eriaus injury tu the noîî.contribtî .img
coîîgregations. As %ve I>uiiitCc ont in a re-
centt issçue, the flaiit lies largely %witl the Min-
içtcrs amti -sessionsç (f tli,:sr couigreg.Uoti.
lFrnnu in'1U1 rce t ci ofhor iioex-.us.blu c,îuse
th.-y fait it' carry olut the instructions af te

A c bly >iîot givilng thîcir peuple thec op.
portunity aIr co:îtributing ta evcry anc ar the
great Mission Sclîeîncs oi the Chiurch.o
say that the people arc too poor to contribute
ii >e'ra valid excuse in aur Church. Ti.i
poverty af a cangregation mi.ty bc a good ;zea-
qnn for tieir contributions being small, but it
iç no excuse for thicir not contributing at ali,
far lcss is it .tn cxcusc (or ministcrs ana ses-
sions dccliniîîg to givc tlicn tce apportunity
to contribute as God hia. prospercd thcmn.
The apostle Paul testifies ai the churchcs ai
Macedonia I'how that the abundanceof their
joy and titeir DI.*FI'i'a.T abotînded unto
the riches ai tlîcir liberality. 1For," lie says'
"ta tîteir power 1 bear record , yen, and bu-

ynnd thîcir p)owcr, thîey werc %villing ai theni-
sclveq ; prayîng us ivith much ciltrcaty that
woc %woîld rective the giit." Mien a iniistor
or çession dtèclinc ta give the pcufft. anî oîpor-
tunity ta contributc tc ail the Schenîes, or
when te> ne£gîcet ta shiow theim the duty and
privilege ofi/iberidl/y supparting these Schiemes,
on the plca tliat motne>' contributcd towards
thie-e is just su munch. taken froin the min-
itcr's salary or irom the current expenses
af the church, they flot only fiti in
loyaity ta the Assembly and do grievous
injury ta their people, but thcy adopt the
wvorst possible policy ta aiccomplish thecir
own selfish ends. Vie canigrogation that
gives most largely for niissionary operations
almost invariably givcs înost libcrally for its
own :ninister's support.

IVc believe that the time lias dame flot
only for plain spcaking but also for faithiul.
dealing with the ministors and sessions ai
non-contributing congrogatians. At the re-
cent meeting, in Edinibîrgh, of the Gencral
Asscmbly ai the Church af Scotland, days
werc appointed for taking up collections for
thc sevcral schcmes, ai which thuc were ton,
from june t£5, 1879, ta April î8, i 88o, and the
Ilowing resolution adoptcd:

1«The General Assembly enjoin the several I'resbyteries la
requite otail the ministers within their bounds a distinct re-
port whether the afor=sid collcctî*.ns have been mnade by
i'eni, and on separate daysý, and t .eCC-rd the Sait! report in
thcir Presbytcry Dlocks ; and F' wWa ordain the several
Synods to take a simiar account annually ai the diligence of
their respective Presbytcnies in thiz malter and to enter the
%ame in their Sy-nod Records, anti the Committees appointed
t0 revise the sait! Synot! Ikoks to laite speci2lntc hte
the sait! Synod have obeyed this instruction. Further, the
Genetal As.se-mbly instruct the several Committees for which
collections have been appotsî:ci to bnng up ta Sext Gencral
Assembly a tist of the sevcrai parishes fromt whach no collec-
lions or parochial contributions have been rectived, in order
that next General Assenîbly may. if Il see lit, adolit such
means as to its wistiom may appear suitable for deali with
any minislers who nisy disobey the Geeril Assembl ty e-
(ùitin give their people an o prtunily of complying with
the injunctions of the Suprtee ourt of the Church."

Sirnilar action might: be taken Ly the As-
scrnbly af aur awn Church with most benefi-
cial resuis It is not nccssary, however, to

r
wait tili the As.scmbly meets. Preibyterles
cati do intich ta rcmiedy the cvil of which we
sp.cak.

1tlad cadi Plrcsbytcry (w1îat Sne ar thcm
hasve) a statistical committc, whaose disty it
Would bc ta calIct and compile annîaaily
froin thc Assembiy Cominitt¶e's report an
Statistics, and other sources, a rcj>aort showing,
iniong athcr things, the naines af the congre-
gatians witltin the baunds, that have tiat con-
tributed tu ail the schcînes, andi were Prcsby-
t " rius f.%itlifully- tu deal witlî the office-bcarers
ai sucli coligtegations, WC arc conviniced that,
tlic ittrests oi truc religion wotnld bu scrvcl
liîcrchîy, anîd the revenues af the Clîurch'sq
Sclteines conslcrably incrcased. Not ritly
tiiight Preshyteriesi in tii way accomt,.",ýî
mucit, bîît thc membcrs af aur churches have
a duty in connectian with this matter, WVc
refer not simply ta the duty af giving. for *thc
support ai the Church's bchcmcs, but nmore
particularly ta te duty cach mcmber awes
ta te congregation ta which ho belongy-. It
is nat good for any congregatian zo bic
scitishly wrappcd up ini thcmsclves su as ta
maniiest no interest in what the Church Is
doing at hoine or abroad. Their own spiritual
hile wiii growv wcak if thcy have no inzecstdn
fostcring spiritual, lufe in others. It is, there-
fore, thc duty of cvcry mninber ta encourage
his ministcr tu put forth systematicecfforts ta
enlist Lte sympathy and libcraiity of the whoic
congregatian on behali ai aIl t.te Schcnîcs af
the Church.

OUR Sf5 TER CITY'.

fl AMLTON suffered mmetise loss by
fire on Friday hast. Duringthcafter-

noon af that day fire was discovered ini ont of
the large mercantile bouses, which quickly
comnîunicated its flames ta ncighbaura,-.,-
properties. As it wus, about a millionaif o-,)a
perty ivas spce.dily consumed. But is. might
have been athcrwisc. With an inadequate
supply ai ivater. the heraic exertions ai the
men -night have proved ai no avail. The
wind in this ncighbaurhood was high at the
Lime, and might weIl have spread the danger-
ous sparkcs ail over Hanîiltoný and created
m any feparate conflagrations that wauld have
divided te farce ai firemen and provedi toa
great a strain upan the existing, supply ai
watcr. Such was the danger that despatches
werc sent ta this city calling for origines and
additional men, and had not word corne at an
carlV hour ta the efrect that te lire was sut>-
dued, these would have been sent iorward tû
aid the firemen ai Hamilton in their conflict
with the devouring clement. IL is pleasing
ta know that a calamity which might: have
laid aur fair sister city ini ruins, featful as it
proved itseli ta bc was thus restraýincd in iLs
destructive course.

It is evident that there is peculiar danger
arjsing from fire atthis Lime oftheycar. These
huge conflagrations generaiiy occur during'
te hcatcd tcrrns. Chîicago was laid waste

in tce tuontit af October when cvcry green
thing was dry as tindcr. The St. John fire tooc
place in June, whcn the rays ai thç Sun wCU'e
pouring fieicely dawn. During stich a year
as tce presient there is pecullar danger atWsng


