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AND INFIRM MINIS1ERS
FUND,

B\’ the appointment of the General As-
sembly the annual collection on be-
half of this fund falls to be made on Sabbath
week, the 17th inst,  Heretofore it has been
customary to have this collection conjoined
with that on behalf of the Widows' and Or-

.phans’ Fund, the amount being divided be-
tween the two schemes. Owing, however, to
the increased number of annuitants and to
the fact that the small capital has had to be
drawn upon of late, the Assembly, in June
last, resolved that the full amount of the col-
lection this year should be devoted to the
Agced and Infirm Ministers’ Fund.,

Though not of equal importance with the
great missionary schemes of the Chuch, this
Fund is one that presents strong claims upon
the sympathies o1 our people and deserves
hearty and liberal support.  Small as are the
salaries of many of our ministers at present,
they were much smaller in the carlier history
of the country, so that it was with great diffi-
cuity the pionecer mimsters of our Church
could support themselves and their famijlies
in comfort, not to speak of saving a little for
old age. Many of these labourers after bear-
ing the burden and heat of the day have been
laid aside by infirmity from active work, and
it is manifestly the duty of the Church to
provide for them a comfortable maintenance
in old age. We know that many will regard
it not merely a Christian duty but a privilege
to aid in supporting in the decline of life
those who faithfully scrved the Church in lay-
ing solid the foundations of Presbyterianism
throughout the Dominion.

Hitherto the amount received has been very
small, not yiclding in any case, we believe,
aver $230 per annum. The committee in
charge of the fund aim at being able to give
every retired minister an annuity of $300—
by no mecans an extravagant sum—and there
ought to be no difficulty in accomplishing
this. \We trust that the ministers of the
Church will so present the claims of this fund
to their congregations that the committee
may be in a position 24is year to increase all
the annuities to at lcast $400. This is a
scheme in support of which special bequests
and donations from the wealthicr members of
the Church are most appropriate, and we hepe
that from these sources the capital of the
fund will from time to time be largely aug-
mented,

l DEFAULTING CONGREGATIONS.

VERY ycar many of our congregations
fail to contribute to some of the
Schemes of the Church,  To cach of the
Schemes last year there were fully one hun.
dred defaulting congregations, causing serious
loss to the revenues of the Church and, as we
believe, serious injury to the non.contribu.ing
congregations.  As we puinted out in a re-
cent issuc, the fault lies largely with the min-
isters and scssions of these congregations.
From indiffr rence o7 other inexcusable causc
they fail o carry out the instructions of the
Assembly by not giving their people the op-
portunity of contributing to every onc of the
great Mission Schemes of the Church, To
say that the people are too poor to contribute
is never a valid excuse in our Church, Tie
poverty of a congregation may be a good sea-
son for their contributions being small, but it
is no excuse for their not contributing at all,
far less is it an cXxcuse for ministers ana ses-
sions declining to give them the opportunity
to contribute as God ha. prospered them.
The apostle Paul testifies of the churches of
Macedonia * how that the abundance of their
joy and their DEFU POVERTY abounded unto
the riches of their liberality.  For,” he says,
“ to their power 1 bear record , yea, and be-
yond their power, they were willing of them-
sclves 5 praying us with much entreaty that
we would receive the gift.,”  When a minister
or session décline to give the people an oppor-
tunity to contribute tc all the Schemes, or
when they neglect to show themn the duty and
privilege of Ziberudly supporting these schemes,
on the plea that moncy contributed towards
these is just so much taken from the min.
ister’s salary or from the current cxpenses
of the chiirch, they not conly fail in
loyalty to thc Assembly and do grievous
injury to their people, but they adopt the
worst possible policy to accomplish their
own sclfish ends. The congregation that
gives most largely for missionary operations
almost invariably gives most liberally for its
own minister’s support.
We believe that the time has come not
only for plain spcaking but also for faithful
dealing with the ministers and sessions of

non-contributing congregations, At the re-
cent meeting, in Edinburgh, of the General
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, days
were appointed for taking up collections for
the several schemes, of which there were ten,
from June ts, 1379,to April 18, 1880, and the
following resolution adopted:

“ The General Assembly enjoin the several Presbyteries to
require of all the ministers within their bounds a distinct re.
pott whetlier the aforesaid collect’ons have been made by
them, and on separate days, and U :ccord the sad report in
their DPresbytery Rooks; and ' wise ordain the several
Synods to take a similar account annually of the diligence of
their respective Presbyteries in this matter and to enter the
same in their Synod Records, and the Committces appointed
to revise the said Synod Beoks to take special notice whether
the said Synod have obeyed this instruction,  Further, the
General Assembly instruct the several Committees for which
collections hare been appomnicd to bring up to next General
Assembly a list of the several parishes from which no collee-
tions or parochial contributions have been reccived, in order
that next General Assembly may, if it see fit, adopt such
means as to its wisdom may appear suitable for dealing with
any ministers who may disobey the General Assembly by re-
fusing to give their people an opportunity of complying with
the injunctions of the Supreme Court of the Church.”

Similar action might be taken Uy the As-
sembly of our own Church with most benefi-

cial results, Itis not necessary, however, to

wait till the Assembly meets, Presbyteries
can do inuch to remedy the evil of which we
speak,

Had cach Presbytery (what some of them
have) a statistical committee, whose duty it
would be to collect and compile annuaily
from the Assembly Committec's report on
Statistics, and other sources, a report showing,
among other things, the names of the congre-
gations within the bounds, that have not con-
tributed to all the schemes, and were Presby-
tories faithfully to deal with the office-bearers
of such congregations, we are convinead that
the interests of true religion would be served
therehy, and the revenues of the Church’s
Schemes considerably increased. Not caly
might Presbyterics in this way accomp.™)
much, but the members of our churches nave
a duty in conncction with this matter, We
refer not simply to the duty of giving. for the
support of the Church's Schemes, but more
particularly to the duty cach member owes
to the congregation to which he belongs, It
is not good for any congregation :0 be
sclfishly wrapped up in themselves so as to
manifest no interest in what the Church is
doing at home or abroad. Their own spiritual
life will grow weak if they have no inicrestin
fostering spiritual life in others, It is, there-
forc, the duty of cvery member to encourage °
his minister to put forth systematic efforts to
enlist the sympathy and liberality of the whole
congregation on behalf of all the Schemes of
the Church,
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OUR SISTER CITY.

AMILTON suffered immensc loss by
firc on Fridaylast. During the after-
noon of that day firc was discovered in one of
the large mercantile houses, which quickly
communicated its flames to ncighbourisg
propertics. As it was, about a million of jiro-
perty was speedily consumed. But it might
have been otherwise, With an inadequate
supply of water, the heroic exertions of the
men :night have proved of no avail, The
wind in this neighbourhood was high at the
time, and might well have spread the danger-
ous sparks all over Hamilton, and created
many separate conflagrations that would have
divided the force of firemen and proved too
great a strain upon the existing. supply of
water. Such was the danger that despatches
werc sent to this city calling for engines and
additional men, and had not word comeat an
carly hour to the effect that the fire was sub--
ducd, these would have been sent forward to
aid the firecmen of Hamilton in their conflict
with the devouring clement. It is pleasing
to know that a calamity which might have
laid our fair sister city in ruins, fearful as it
proved itself to be was thus restrained in its
destructive course.

It is evident that there is peculiar danger
arising from fire at this time of the year. These
huge conflagrations generally occur during
the heated terms. Chicago was laid waste
in the month of October when every green
thing was dry astinder. The St. John fire took
place in June, when the rays of thg sun were
pouring fiercely down. During such a year
as the present there is peculiar danger arising



