
Our Qounne fokG.
DANDELIONS.

Wbere did yen galber ycnr grains of qold.
Hcarding the. up in the dark-hrown mould,
Under the lid ef the grass-grcwn scd ?
Oh I but who sbowed yen Ibis gcid cf God ?

Nover b>' culture of human baud
Spreading your beant>' athwart the land,
Kissed b>' the ambient mcrning air,
Mayhap the angels Vour gardeners were.

Delicate clusters o! seeds witb wings,
Catching the wind-skirts, the fairy thingu,
Leaping aI will te the grass-grewu grouud,
When a uew place for a noît is found.

Oh 1 but your heaut>' of gold and gre>',
Ever and ever il seems te sa>',
Flowing and soit in the sunlit dew,
Dcîb ual your Father care mare for you ?

HOPE FOR HIM.

q 11 0w often do wo hear a panent sa>' o! a rnischievous bey:
WOuld net mind se mucb if I ceuld enly believe hi.."

Wbateve,. bis cîber traits, tnnîh is essentiail>' the toccstone
o! a boy"5 charactor. The fellowing is a case in point :

."4' don't know thal you wilI ho able te de mucb with him,"
8aid a faîher le the principal of a schooi, te wbom ho bad
breug9hU bis sou as a pupil, " ho is se full c! mischief."

a" cDoos ho tell tbe îrutb? " asked the principal. "Can 1
awYs depend upon bis word? "

lbt90 , yes," saia the father, " ho is honest, ho will tel.trutb, evon wbon it is against bimself ; ycn may depend
4Pt Ihat."

"&Thon we can manage hi.," said the principal. "lHo will
a neliable, mani>' man."

JfER USA LEM.

1 licw wouderfnl il seerns ta ns that wo are resu>' in Jorusa-
' VOn can scancel>' imagine-a cit>' about whicb cluster a

thonIsand memonies cf aur Savieur ; and Palostine,.a ceunIr>'
Whoire flearl>' ever>' inch o! the graund is a sacred spot. We
dreached Jaffa on Tuesday monning after a lovel>' sii aof two
. ys ftro. Alexandria, tbe bine Mediterranean kindi>' faveur-

Usg as etbe.r seas have doue, and being caim and smoetb
thelb way. Jaffa looked ver>' picturesque as wo approacbed

the1 Ib ses, standing on its rock>' cliff, sud wo fonnd it

ri dlesSd picturesque an a nearer acquaintance, îbough decid-
coingd Itier. Il is fl cf narrew, crooed streets, witb stops

U suPad snched doorways, aud we saw man>' a bit fit te
taea cbarming water-coloun. The blue, bine sky, and sorne
1Olîl mc arch, with green vines ciimbing aven il, or paîches

?f lichen bore sud there, and some old man on weman sitîiug
lut $h Sadow, wene enougb te drive au antist wild. We cul>'
staYed there bal! a day, slarting the saine afteruoon in carri-
age5 for Jerusale..
il The distance is neani>' fort>' miles, se we did ucl make
tail in eue day, but went about twelve miles that sfteruoon

aSud StoPped fan the nigbî aI' Rarnleb, where is an oid Cru-
Sader tower from the top o! whicb is a beautiful view o!
t he hbis cf Judea, Benjamin, and Epbraim, and the plains
0'stward te tbe sea. Our guide pointed eut man>' sites of

Plcsfamous in Bible days. We saw Gatb where Goliath
'*as born and aiso saw the place wbore Samson caugbî the
t'rte bundred faxes and lied fire-brands te their tails. We
creSsed the Plain of Sharon where the fields were covened
Wth the brilliant-roses o! Sharon ; but, as you knew, tbey
ar0 t ne rses at aIl, but red poppies. Tbnongh the vaile>'
ut AjRl 0u wbere joshua comrnded the meen ta stand stili,

u Pthe hbis cf Judos îwenîy-five bnudned foot, we carne
10 the HoI>' City', built on four bibls and snnnouuded b>' bat.
îîo'outed walls pierced b>' soven gales. Our belel is just
nutide of the wals and net fan from the Jaffa Gate, and

fotOur wiudow we can see the village o! Bethlehem, six
r4ls way te the sonîbward, snd around te the oass we can

*5eO Olivet sud the Gardon o! Gethsornaue, the vaile>' cf Ked-
tncl j iehoshaphat, the tomba et Absalon sud the Virgin.
Ont tbing surprises us bre-to find Palestne on such a
~SlScale. Places se. se near toeohen, sud yen can see se

Very Inch in so ver>' 11111e lime. OÙe o! aur mest deiigbîful

jotv lat, 1891.1

"lYen are a crank, tbsî's what yen are ; but 1 tbink yau
are a nice kind o! a crank, atter ail."

Yen sç0 il is ail in the peint of view. Perbaps tbe Higb
Pniest and the Levite wculd bave îbaught the Goed Samari.
tan. a crank if the>' had bappened te look back and s00
wbat be did wben ho came up ta the m~an the>' had Ilpasse4
b>' an the ather ide."

THE CANADA ?RESB3YT"ERIAN.

We wenîte the Dead Sea, about ton miles from Jonicha.
Thon we wenîta the Jandau, and iound il a muddy stream
swollen b>' spring nains. We saw the place whene the Israel-
ites crossed on dry ground, and aise the spot where our Sav-
iour was said te have been bapîized. Elisba's fountain was a
pretî>' litîle spring righî near our camp, and we saw a part of
the old wall of Jericho wbicb felu down wben Jeshua biew the
trumpet. Jerusalem is a mostiniRenesting cil>', but 1'. sorny
te say net much cleaner than an>' ether Oriental cil>'. Tho
sîreets, many cf Ibe., are arcbed entirel>' over, and are as
dark as Egypt, narnow and winding and up and down stairs.

TUE STORY 0F ISAI DAL

Man>' years ago a rissionary in India bapîized a convert
from idolatr>', caiiing him Isai Dai, which means the servant
of God. Isai Dai afterwards became an active preacher of
the Gospel, suffening mnan>' îbings because of bis nenunciation
o! bis palennal religion.

Que day wben ho was jounneying on foot ho was attacked
in a forest b>' robbers.

"Who are you?"» the>' asked hi., abrupîl>'.
1 arn a preacher," replied the man. IIAnd yen, friends,

wbo are yen ?,'
IlTbat's none cf vour business," was the rough reply.

"And don't say ' frieuds ' te us ; we are ail your enemies.
Wbere is yonr mrney ? »

I b ave net mucb, ouly five annas."
Ho gave thern wbat moue>' ho had, and a watch wbicb a

missionar>' had given hi. a vear before, adding, '<Yen have
net fouud my mest precieus Ireasure."

The robbers, snrprised at Ibis, commanded bim te give il
up aI once.

Ilu nn minute," was the repi>', and then Isai Dai began
le sing a Christian bymu.

The nebbers listened in attentive silence. When the
bymn was fiuisbed ho began te tell îhem about Jesus Christ,
the Son cf God, saying that Ho was the greatost Ireasune in
the world. Wbeu ho ceased the head robher said :

IlFriend, yen have found the ke>' 10 our hearîs. You have
conquered us ; but yen must corne with ns."

Iben, giviug back bis coat and bis watch and mouuîing
the preacher upon a horse, the>' basteued away îe their berne,
where the bead robher was Mayor.

Arrived there ho said te the preacher You must stay
bore. My wife is sick, and if yen are a man of God you must
cure ber."

"lB>' the grace cf God," replied Isai Dai 1 < can do il ne
other way."

Haviug already had somne experieuce in sickuess, ho
made a medicine, and praying te God with ail bis beart, the
womau in lime necovered.

After twenty days the mayor said: Now yen are free le.
returu te your ewn beome. But yen have benefited us rnucb,
therefore take these îwo liras (oighî dollars and lwenîy-five
cents) and ge." And the preacher weut in peace le bis home.

WAS SHE?

In a west-end hanse-car the other day sat a girl dnessod
as a well-dressed girl sbcuid be. If she ewned diamouds she
had lefI îbem at home. She ware geod aud simple clothes
and had a quiet, self-contained manuer. Beside ber sat
ancîber girl, with diarnand ear-rings, a mucb-ieatbened bat,
aud a general air of thinking neîhiug toc goed for hon. Tbe
two girls were îalking, aud il soon appeaned that they had
corne fra. the sarne acheel. Presentl>' the conducter carne
aiong.

The girl with the diarnond car-rings gave bim a nickel, and
rneutioned the sîneet where sbe wisbed te stop witb an air
that was nethîug short o! arrogance. Thon the low veice ef
the well-dressed girl, said, gentiy: 1' Will yen please stop at
Anlington Street? " and the othor, who bad said Berkley
Street, exclaimed "'After ail, l'Il gel eut when yen de." When
tele.ift ter tp e eildresedgil si oîe"bu

hadtakn cret topi peisl'treigbî panrlac.

Il is the firmt dut>' Of ail preachers and leachers ta peint out the
Lamb ef Gcd, wbich taketh awaY the sin ai bhé world.

Christ alone is the Redeemer from sin.
The Hol>' Spirits presence with Christ Wuau a abid ing evidonco

that Ho was the aneinted One, the Son of God.
Christ ia ever ready te welcome ail wbe long to ho His disciples.
Christ's faithful disciples seck te hring others te Hi.
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J101, 1 CHRIST'S F11181 DISCIPLES. 2John

GOLDEN TKXT -Behoid the Lamb of God, which taketb
away the sin of the world. -Johbn i. 29

INTRODUCTORY.«
John the Baptist, tbe foreranner of the Messiahb adl been engaged

for several oeonths in the exercise of his miDistry, preaching the
doctrine of repentance, warning the people against the evils to
which they were proue and baptizing ail who gave evidence of
change of heart and lite. jemus was at thit lime juil entering on
His public ministry. He had been baptized by John, the Spirit of
God descended %.pon Him, He had beon led int the wilderniess
and was tempted by the devii ; and now Ho was On the east aide
of the Jordan at a village named Bethabara, where John bore
direct testimony to Him that He was the Messiah, and where He
gathered arr'und Him His first disciples.

I. jeans the Lamb of God.-The day before that on whicb
John bore his airect îeitimony ta Jeassbho ad himself been asked
who he was, whether hc was not the Christ. This ho emphatically
denied, and stated that ho had been sent 10 bear witness of IIim.
Now as ho secs Jesus approach ho ays teaIl within bearng : " Be-
hold the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of tbe world." It
is generally understood that inl s0 describing jesus, John had in his
mmid the prophecy of Isaiah ini the fifty-third chapter, wbere the
Saviour is spoken of as being Il led as a lamb ta the siaugbîer."
It is ignificant that tbis first direct reference to Jemus reprements
Him as an atoning sacrifice. It is not wonderfül that He is sa
represented, since His atoning deatb for sin is the central truth of
Christ's firat mission ta Ibis world. Ho is tbe sacrificial Lamb te
which ail the sacrifices of the Old Testament pointed. Ho was the
reality of which they were oniy the symbol and shadow. He came
ta takre away sin, by bearing its punishment for maukind, that His
righteousness might be imputed ta them. Ho is taking awav the sin
of the world. The atonement made b>' Jesus Christ is sufficient ta
take away the sin of the human race. The pardon which il brings
il treely offéed to ail. The only condition is the acceptance b>'
faith of Christ's offered mercy. As the Lamb of God lohn poinîed
out Jesus, and ail Christ's messengers to-day have stli the samne
gracious truth 1a proclaim. John goos on te Say' that Josus id the
person 10 whom ho had previousiy referred when he laid:- 11Afler
me couieth a man which il preterred before me." jeans followed
John ini the order of lime, but He was before hima in dignity and
office, and He was before John because of elernal existence. John
tells bis hearers tbat ho at first did flot know Jesus as the Messiah.
Now hc undersîands that Jesus il the Christ A~nd realizes the meaning
of bis own mission, that his ministry aud baplism were preparatory
evidences ta Cbrist's person and His saving work.

II. Jesus the Messiah.-Whatever ideas John the Baptist ma>'
bave b,&do! lesus before Hia baplism, ho was thon convinced beyond
doubt that Jesus was the Miessiah. Ho slalom to those who heard
hirn the evidence that had so powerfully influonced himmeif. The
Holy Spirit in visible for. when. 11"descending as a dove ont
of heaven," it rested upon Him. Up te Ihat lime John did flot
know that Jesus was the Christ, but ho had boon divinely inslructed
Ibat Ho on whom the Spirit should ho seen te descend and rýest,
is the Qne who ilbaptizeth with the Holy Gho»t.' John's bap.
tis. witb watcr was lypical of Christ's baptism with the Hol>' Spirit.
The figure under which John saw the Spirit descend on jesus ai
His baptis. was that of a dove, embiematic of the fruits of the
Spirit in the hearts of ail thoso that are opened te Hi. reception
-the gentlenesa. the purity, and the peace that are the possession
of ail who are born again. Tho conclusion te whlch ho comos from
the evidence presented te hi. is emphatic. "And I saw and hare
record that Ibis is the Son of God."

111. Jesus' Disciples.-On the day following that on wbicb
John bad borne his emphalic teslimony that lesus im the Son of Gad,
John was standing with two o! bis disciples. Looking intentiy on jeass
as Ho walked, Jobn said ta bis two disciples, IlBehold tbe ILamb
of God "-the ver>' wards ho had uied the day before. These words
were an intimation ta the disciples that henceforîh not John but
Christ was ta ho their Master. Ail successful teachiug prepares the
pupils for the acceptance of Jesus as the Master. Sa Ibose wbo
becaine the firat disciples cf jeans uuderstood. They foliawed after
Christ, literaliy il is truc, but also fro.n that lime ou, spirituali>' as
well. Christ is ever ready te meol and wclcome the enquiring
spirit. Ho turned lowards then and asked lhem what the>' sought,
making it easy for the. ta approach Him and le open up their minds.
In repiy they address Hi. am Rabbi, wbich im explained in the loxt
as Master. Rabbi is the Hebrew forai, and the Grook oquivalent by
whicb the evangelist explains il le bis readers, signities leacher.
The îerm is aise expressive of the reveronce and respect in which tbe
instructor is held by bis sctioiars. The two disciples ask Jeaus "Where
dwellest îhou ?" Up ta thal lime Jeans was a resident in Galilee, ta
which ho returned the next day. Ho invited the. te go wiîh Hi.
ta bis temporary lodging, and spend the rest of the day in His
company. How these twe disciples musI havo enjoyed 'tbe teach.
ing of the Master. It was anew revelation ta tho.. The heurs wouid
apparentl>' speed swiftly away. Ho won their hearts and tho>'. wero
His forevermore. The name of one of the disciples is given -, il is
thal o! Andrew, the brother of Peter. The namo of the other is net
given, but there is good reason te suppose that il was John the
evanirelist, whe rarelv names himmeif in bis narrative. When re-fer.


