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THE DOGUATISM OF ONE I1DE A,
BY KNOXONUAN.

The man who has room tn lus head for only one
idea at a timeis always dugmatie, He cannot well
be otherwise, Had he two ideas, the one might
modify the other, but as he has only ane, that one
has everything its own way. Theman with room for
one 1dea only never can behieve that there are two
sides on any yuestion, lle sees only one side, or
part of onc side, and the narrowness of tus menial
viston makes hun positive that there ¢s only oane side.
A wman of that kind is very hkely to say that the
people who can sec both sides are not trustworthy.
He thinks they are not sound.

Severe critictsm and cheap wit in abundance are
hurled at the doctors wi.» differed as to the disease
from which the late Emperor of Uermany died. Sir
Morell Mackenzue diffsred trom the German doctors
and the German doctors differed among themsetves.
Supposing all that to be so, what of its \When they
made their diagnosis there was rvom for ditference ot
opinion. A physician of the hughest attaiaments and
of undoubted ntegrity might honestly conclude that
the growth was * bemgn,” while another equally
learned and equally good might beheve the growth
was mabgnant. Some of the symptoms pomnted 1n
one direction and some in the other. lhere was
ample room for Jdifference of opinion 1n the case, Ut
course everybody now knows taat the Emperor died
of cancer in the throat, It is always easy to be wise
when the event is over. There is no Yonger any room
for difference of opinion, but there 2wus ample room
when the treatment began,

A hundred writers remind us that medicine 1s not
an exact science hke mathematics. No reasonably
intelligent man ever sud that it was. Junsprudence
is not an exact science. Theology 1s not an exact
science. There is no ro.m for difference of opinion
about the fact that things which are equal to the same
thing are equal to one another, but therc 1s ample
room for difference of opinion as to whether many a
prisoner is guilty or not guilty, It s clear beyond all
question that the whole 1s greater than its part, but 1t
is not so clear that there 1s a distinct form of Church
governinent taught in the New Testament. Dr. Mc
Laren and Brother Dewart differ widely on the five
points, although they have an infaliible text book
before them. Is 1t at all wonderful that two
med:cal doctors should differ about a diseased organ
they cannot sce, or that two judyes should differ adout
a case on which they have no authornty at allto guide
them.

It would save a good deal of trouble in this world
if everybndy would admit that there s ample room
for difference of opinion on most questions, Life
would be much sweeter 1f people who hold strony
opmions would admit that there 1s even a remote
possibility that ant who ditfer from them mnay not be
fools or knaves. The nuitenium will be near when
the man who has but one idea admits that there 1s
one chance 1in a hundred milirons tt.at he may be mis-
taken.

Free Trade ©s Protection 1s the great questiun on
this continent just now, and may be the teading 1ssue
for years to come. The man with room for only one
1dea 1n his upper story cannot understand what atl the
discusston 1s about. It he 1s an out and out kree
Trader, he believes that not one vaid argument can
be attered n favour of trotecuion, or even in tavour
of a Revenue [antl. 1t heis on the side of Protec-
tion and has had his own * infant industry ° protected
by a forty per cent. tartf for the last hity years,
he 1s absolutely certain that protecuion for ffty-year-
old intants 1s the right thung. Hus one idea s that his
own *mfant  shouid be protected, and he takes pre-
cious good care that no other idea 1s allowed to
Jostle it.

People who have room for several ideas in therr
upper story are pretty wekt convinced that something
can be said on both sides of this great trade question.
something 1s being said on both sides in the United
Slates at the present tume.

The Scott Act man with room for only one idea
was very dogmauc three or tour years ago. 1t a tem-
perance man for revenue only, for popularity only,
he was often worse than dogmauc—he was insulung
and tyraanical.  He injured tho cause and brought
down an avalanche of ill-wil upon men who were

[ ]

warking on thie same side from principle, The Scott
Act man for revenue only 1s not heard from to any ex-
tent at the present time, The revenue has stopped
and he stands from under, There is no room for two
deas about the evil effects of the liquor traflic. There
is room, huwever, for several ideas in regard to the
best method of dealing with the evil. It will be found
in the end that the best cemperance man is the Chris-
tan utizen who s not speually wedded to any one
methad—whose love to Cud and tus fellow men is so
great that he s willing to wotk by any and ali
methods to bring about this much needed reform.
Uac wdea in regard to the magnitude of the evil is ali
nght, but no good man who really desires the wellare
of his fellowmen will tic himself up to one method of
externunating the evil,

There was a discussion in Toronto the other day
about deacons and managers, 1f the history of Presby-
teniamisny in Canada proves anything, it proves that
this question has two sides. Some prosperous con-
gregauons have deacons and some equally prosperous
have not.  Some have bo'h deacons and managers.
I tie fact that congregations prosper ander two systems
shows that newther s essential to prosperity, In
same smail congregauons it would be impossible to
elewt deacons, Clearly the system would not suit
people who cannot work it.

The pew-rent question is another on which there
are two sides.  In fact nearly every question that does
not clearly involve prinaiple, even the annexation of
Parkdale, has two sides. A recogmion of this
ciementary fact by everybody would save a world of

trouble.
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COUNSELS TO YOUNG MEN.

(Concluded.)

How often have | been told by young men, who wish
to follow the night path, that, as to temptation, theur
position 1s perfecily umque. No one s assimled as
they are or has such a despe-ate battle to fight. But
the frequency of the complawnt 1s 1ts own contradic-
tion.

The fact is, nearly every earnest man who 1s
strugghng heavenward thinks his own case peculiar
and exceptional. Now, that this 1dea 15 depressing,
no one can doubt. A sense of isolation 1n our spirit-
ual conflict makes the ordeal more acute. Solo g
as we can feel that others are tried jast as we are,
and are batthag with the same fierce temptations, and
are thercfore an full sympathy «with us, we keep up
hope. Inere can be no sympathy, in the Inerat sense
of the word, where there 1s not a community of ex-
perience.  Now the apostles, knowing this, assure
us that there 1s a brotheraood 10 temprauoca. St
Peter suggests this thuught as an encouragement to us
in our fight with he devil . © whom resist steadfast in
the fanth, knowiny that the same afiflictrons are
accomplished 1nyour brethren that are in the world.”
And 5t. Paul says the same thiag 1n our text, that
there 1s no temptation come to us but such as 1s com-
mon to man. * Common to man.”

une wutd n the orginal, *aathiopinus,” which
simply means human, such as maa 1s hable and
accustomed tu , such as the human «ili, streagthened
by divine grace, muy he able, and has proved nsei
abie, to overcome.  The temptations that meet us in
this worid are not such as to task angelic streagth,
Ihey are what falien humanity has aiways been sub
ject v, and has often successfuliy conquered. Bat,
as the coward soidier has been kavwan secretly tu
wound his hand, that he might be pronvunced unfit
for the campaiga, and s0 escape 1ts daoger and il ,
SO we are omeumnes lt:mplcd to prufvunce vurstives
weaker than we are, that, beaten by the foe, we tnay
excuse our farlure. And therefore we should remem-
ber, that these ss nut @ temptatiun that tres us, whaoh
has not uften been uvercume before, und that by per-
sons no stronger than vurselives

Do notimaymme then, that you are disciplined as
none cise are.  [f any persun could plead this eacuse
for discombiture, assuredly it was the young men of
Connth, It was a sink of iniguity. It was proverbi-
aily dissulute. No uty of the East surpassed it in
shamefui hicentivusaess.  Metropolis of dissipation
a2 d debauchery. Vestibule of hell. Londun and
Pausin one. Shune of Veaus and Bacch.s, and
cvery {aise god. It was no ecasy matter to be a Chnis-
tian there. o wonder the young coaverts thought
they had a moral siruggle that was elsewhere un-
known, It was a bold thing for Faul to say to

them right out, “ You haven't a single temptation to
battle with, but such as is common to man. It will
be no excuse for you in the day of judjzment that you
lived in Corimth,” [saythesametoyou, Human na-
ture is much the same everywhere. The devil is just
as busy in many a Highland hamlet as he is in
London. We talk a deal of nonsense about the
innocence of village life. [ have fectured on “The
Perils of the Great City ” in one and annther quiet
little town in Scatland ; and gentlemen have come to
me at the close, and said, * \We are just every bit as
bad here, up to our measure.” The sad fact is, these
Arcadiau pictures we sketch of rural life are pure
fancy. In truth, the country is not a whit better than
the town,

Young man ! don't think it is any excuse for your
indulgence in vice that you are lorated in this city,
where your principles are put to so severe a test.
And never imagine that your case is exceptional, or
that you arc framed differently from other men.
Thousands have passed through the same ordeal, have
fought the same battle as you.

11. The next thing that the text tells you is, that
temptations are proportioned to your strength. Per
haps you say, “ It is little to my comfort to be as.
sured that others have the same conflict as myself,
so long as I find these temptations as irresistible,”
But the Apostle replics . “'They are not irresistible.
God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted
above that ye are able.” He stakes it, then, on the
faithfulness of God, that your temptations will never
exceed your strength,

Man has a certain ability to resist all the tempta.
tions which God permits to assail him ; if he yields,
he is answerable for it.

God suffers you to be teinpted, up to a measure.
When we are tempted to sin it is not because God
tempts us.  St. James says, “ God tempts no man ,
but He permits it.” And, as there is a certain extent
to which we are able to resist temptation, so there
is a point beyond which we are not able to resist
There is a limit to our power. God knows that limit
and engages that we shall not be tempted beyond it,
Were we tempied beyond that limit our fall would be
unavoidable, and we might question our responsibil
ity. But, as we are tempted only withmn that limit, it
we fail, we are manifestly ourselves to blame. Ve &
have strength, either natural or gracious, to resis all §
the temptations that meet us ; and God promises us
that no temptation shall come which we shall not be
able, if sc resolved, to master.

Observe, however, there is such a thing as put ¥
ting ourselves in the way of temptation , and in such '{
a case God does not engage to extricate us. 1 feas 8
we ofien tempt Satan to tempt us. The spark may be
his, but the tinder is ours. ;

Sometunes a man sets bounds to himself in a course
thatss evil. He resolves he shall go so far into », §
and then stop , but that man has no right to clam B
the divine help. If you allow yourself to take the B
first step into evil, you have no night to ask God w E
hold you back from the second. Every temptauon §
yielded to icaves you weakes , every tempiation over- &
come leaves you stronger than ever befure. Thest B
15a legend among the Scath Sea Islanders that when E;
aman slays an enemy the strength of that fauen &,
enemy enters into hun that slew hum.  This 15 true, B
at least, wn the mural wartare. Every time you re E
sist a temptatwon, the sirength of that temptation,
as it were, cnters into you, making you doubiy $4
strang for the aext atiack.  Aad every ume yoa ff
vicld you are su much the -fecbler fur the nexten
vountes.  This 15 irue ua regard to all sins, by
cspeusaily in regard to sins of the fesh. Whateve
yout weak pointis, whether it be temper, or grees §
of gam, or profanity, ot drink, or impurity, or gamb-
Ling, vt anything clse, yuur oniy secunty 1s to puam
your foot finaly down, and say, this sia shall not ge,
the better of me. Never say of any form of vice, 1 [
1s uacvnyucrable , fur, so duing, you give the lie w
Him who says, “ My grace is suffiient for you '
Fur years on years it was said that Gibraltar could ox
be taken. A huge rock, 1,000 feet high, looks dosz
with pruud cuntempt upon the acean that roars aa!
surges at us base.  But through determinate cnergy
1t was taken, and has been held ever since. The
stoutest fortress of sin may be captured through frc
resolve, backed by the grace of God. ¥

Get a goud gop, iny lad, of this truth—1I speak &
you wio believe in Chast- “God will not suffer yo:
to be tempted above that ye are able.”




