
THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN. (FazBRAY Stb,îSx

qPJR CORTvRIBUTfORIO
SERMON.

PRIACHED IN ST. A NDERWS CHURCH, THRgE NRITERS, ON DECIEMBER
12TH, 1880., BYRENV. CALVIN IL AMARON, M.A.
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We meet this cvening, Christian friends, for further
instruction. I take it for granted that it is from a de-
sire to know more of God and heaven, that we ieft our
homes to repair to this bouse of prayer. Let us indi-
vidually ask the Father to open our hearts to the influ-
ences of H is graclous Spirit, that we may receive with
meekness and obedience the preçepts of His law. I
amrn ot speaking to the unconverted this evening, else
ny language would of necessity be different, that they
rnight understand me ; neither do I address inyseif to
young believers, to wbom I gave encouragement in
my last discourse. I speak to you wbo cdaim to have
long known the Lord, and who by your profession, oft
times repeated, have affirmed that God is the chief
object of your affection, and duty to Him your first
and ali-absorbing concern. As your pastor, 1 have a
perfect riglit to look to you for belp ; ii is my privi-
icge to ask you to become my auxiliaries in carrying
o-a the work of true religion, in fostering truc spiritual
life in this church and in God's vineyard. You need
to understand your responsibilities, and having under-
stood them, to shoulder thern manfuiiy. Now, let us
sec what Jesus Christ expects of those who are His
avowed disciples. He calis them "Ilthe sait of the
earth." The cornparison is pregnant, it is full of
meaning. The fisherman would be doing a very
thankless and futile work when he draws his net fuli
of fishes, both great and small, had he no sait to pre-
serve his source of revenue, that be may send it to
market and realize luis profit. Sait is indispensable.
But Ilif the sait lose its savour, wherewith shall it
be saited ?" What use can be made of it? It
is good for nothing but to be cast out and to ho
trodden under foot of men. Now, bretbren, yc
are the sait of this cburch, and its moral and spirit-
ual preservation depends largely on you. The yeuth
cannot preserve their way from carth's pollution free
without you. The tide of sin, of worldliness, of
sham and empty religiun, of gross incensistcncy and
rank infidelity, wiii rush into the church like a tor-
rent, unless yeu stand between themn and the church
as strong and immoveable gates. Christ looks to you
and expects that you s hould preserve His Church
from corruption. Take care, now, and act your part.
Not only arc yeu the sait of this church, but you arc
also its light ; as such you must shine. A candi. is
flot lit to be thrust under a bushel ; it is on a candi.-
stick it sheuld be piaced, that it may give light unto
ail that are in the house. Being cailed by Christ to
ho the ight of the worid, and accepting that attribute,
what is expected of you? That your ligbt shouid 50
shine before men that they may sec your good works
and glorify your Father which is in heaven. Mlas !
how dimlyourligbtshines at times. Ifyoudidnotknow
that in such and such a family there arc two or three
lights burning, their'reflection wouid bardiy be suffi-
cient to attcst their existence. The lamp bas become
begrimmed with the smoke of worldliness, frivolity,
seifishness and vanity ; the wick bas flot been trirnmed
for se long a time that the light it gives tbrough the
smoky chimney is but a yeliowish, flickering, and un-
certain one, better suited to mislead and deceive than
te guide aright.

Christian brethren, do you flot know that tbou-
sands of ships have set sail on the ocean of life ? Do
you flot know that this ocean is beset witb shoals, quick-
sands and icebergs ? Do you flot sec everywberc float-
ing on the foaming biiiows, the debris of the hundreds
that have already made shipwreck? The moral wrec1ks
we could count by scores in our very city. New, re-
niember this, you have been asked by Jesus Christ,
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against the chiffs above mentioned, because the ligbt
was se dim and faint that it cauld flot ho seen until
the ship struck the rock. I hear the cries of the
drawning as their heads risc for the last time above
the surges-mothers, fathers, busbands, wives, broth-
ers, sisters, and friends-down te the bottom of the
sea of moral ruin tbey go, hocauso we, who arc the
ligbt of the worid, bave shone se dimly that the dan-
ger couid net be seen. Friends, this is ne peetry,
this is no fligbt of an everheated imagination, no
rheterical effort ; if is fact, stubborn fact. If you
wili fellow me for a littie wbile I will endeavour te
peint eut seme of the means whereby we can help
men and guide tbem to beaven.

1. .Avo id a h/fe o/sin. I need bardiy say that we,
as Christians, are beund to avoid the sins of the
worid. If aur lite is ini every respect simlar te that of
other men, if wecocmmit the sanie sins as the uncon-
verted and nen-prefessers do, hew- much hotter are
we than they? How inuch better, did I ask? Had
I said how niuch werse, yeu cauid bave moe easihy
answered. We are worse, because having a name te
live we are dead. We *wear a cleak by means' of
wbich we cover our iniquities ; but as wc semetimes
are forced ta set aside this cioak, aur nakedness ap-
pears, our inward cerruption is disclosed, and we do
more harm te God's Church and to the warld that sec
us, than sceres of infidels could with ail their writings.
I need flot insist upen this point. If wc bad in our
midst, as members of the Church of Christ, drunk-
ards, liars, deceivers, dishonest men, blasphemers, the
Church would be censtrained te discipline them, and
after warning, or it may be temporary suspensien, she
wouid be obliged ta excemmunicate them fuiiy if they
did flot amend their life accerding te Ged's hoiy Iaw.
We ail readiiy understand this and acquiesce in it.
It is impessible for us ta bear the namne cf Christians
and break in such a flagrant manner the commands
cf Ced.

I1. Rebuke sin. But Ced is net satisfied witb us
even if we keep from such sins as those just men-
tioned. He asks something mare. We may became
partakers in other men's sins, by ailowing theni te
pass'unrebuked wben cammitted in aur presence. I
need net go on ta shew bew a Christian becemes
guiity of the sins of his worldly friends when, througb
moral cowardice, he seenis te assent to what is said
and donc against the laws cf Ced. Suppose a min-
ister of the Gospel bappens ta meet with a company
of sceptics or gadiess men. He hears the name cf
Ced blasphemed, h. hears profane and ebscene Ian-
guage, religian is made iittie of, and God's people are
ridiculed. Do you think that that minister is free
froni biame if he bears all this witbeut -a single miani-
festatien of disapprobation ? De you imagine Ced
wiil ceunt bim guiltlcss who ailows His name *ta be
thus disrespected and trampled under foot ?- No !
That man is guilty ; be should ho a ligbt in that dark
place, and the ieater the darkness the brigbter
shouid he shine. i would net tell him hew he shouid
condenin sucb a course of action en the part ef this
godiess company; bis ewn judgment should guide
him. But those men should b. made ta understand
that such cenduct meets with a Christian's entire dis-
approbation, and in bis sight, and espociaily in God'u,
is absoiutely wrong and deserving of punishment. No
dissenting veice, sa far, I fancy. You ail agree with
me, do you not ? Very weIL. But new let us extend
this and appiy the rule te ahi wbo, by profession, are
disciples 6f Jesus Christ. Yau came in contact daily
witb men and women of the world ; sorne are
barefaced enougb te tell you baw ciever they have
been in playing sorne cantemplibIe itthc trick, wbere-
by tbey bave defrauded one of their felows-and bew
they iaugh ! Others wiil tell you of a long premedi-
tated veingc ai-ce about te ho poured eut on some peer
victini. Ycu rnay suppose scoresof cases of ike na-
ture. Do yuu consider yoursehves free frein al
blame, if you aliow such sins te pass unrebuked ? If
se, you are wreng. It is your dnty, plainly alnd imis-
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rank, will have more influence to comfort the wick
man, te keep his mmnd easy and bis conscience asleo
than the ioudest declarations of bis own wicked
sociates, that he is a fine feilow and bas donc notbifl
wreng." I know the objection that will be rais
bero. I will bo toid that "the usages of ýociety.
such that we can't insult men and become unfriend
witb them, anfl make enemies of tbemn for the sake
carrying out the principle of action you are enforcin
1 know that a great many Christians are condernn
because tbey are brave enough to, let the world kno.
they have principles that are deaier to thern than
the usagé's of society, because tbey are based on tli
eternai laws of Ccd. I agréé with you wben yau s8
that wc must not insuit men. There is nothing to I
gained by se doing. To condemn faisehood yeu ne
net tell a man be is a liar, aitbough that is truc. 1
condemn drunkenncss you neod not tel a man ho-
a drunkard. There is a quiet way of condemning si^
an unobtrusive way of shewing one's utter disa~
proval, which makes the sinner feel very uneasy n
uncomfortable. Take that course if yeu like, se oo
as you do flot aiiow sin to pass unrebuked. But
have no sympatby with those weak Christians wb
through fear of giving offence te the worid, allow
name of Jesus te suifer shame. I don't belie in tl
principle that "in Rome we must 4o as the Romad
do." It may be good in worldly matters, but flot
tbings spirituai. God bas flot a set of laws and p'icipies for my parlour or drawing-room, and anotb4
for thât of another Christian man. What is wrong n
wortby of condemnation in this respect in my homne
flot beeter in yours. In référence te Christ's r 1

gien, the same laws prevail in Christian bornes thi
world over; in Rome, in London, in the Queen's pa
ace, in Paris, in New York, in Montréal, and in Thr
Rivers ; among the higb and among the low, amon
the rich and among the peer. Ccd belps us to
truc te His law, in&all places and in ail circurnstance
"Let your iight so shine before men that they ma

sec yeur good works and glorify your Father whichI
in heaven.> This should be our motte, and nev
should we hase sight of it.

I II. A void makùsg, of sinIul monyourréi,,ds.I
belp us in perferming the duty I bave just spoken
at some length, we shouid net make of sinful men
friends. I do net wish yeu te, misunderstand ~
wben I say this. I need net repeat bere what I ha'
said se frequentiy, in reférence te, ou.r deaiins i~
the unconverted. You know my views. Wc mut
aecessity meet whth men of the world, de b sne
with theni, and s0 an. But it is one thing te ha~
such persans as arquaintances, anether thing teha
tbemn as friends with whorn we live on ternis V efpre
intimacy. If the' Christian man courts the cempaî
of the man ef sin, if be spends one of bis evening
the Sabbath, with God's people, and the six et ers i
the company of godless men ; if their conversatit
please bini, bave they flot reason te ask what diff
ence there is between the Christian and the unb
liever. They will reason thus : «"My conversation
pleasing to this Christian, he seems te relish it.
makes of me a bosam friend. He can't believe I1a
going te bell surely, cisc he would net care ta assee
ate with one wbo is fit for that abode. My.cenvictiol
is that baif these Christians are hypocrites, and don~
believe in wbat they profess."

Christians, our responsibiiities are great, let us tail
care how we act. Christ needs our co-eperatien, am~
if we are net careful we destrey His cause instead C
building it up. Wben we are ferced te mingle wltJ
the worid, let us ho heipfuh. We can give a word
warning, we can give a word ef judicieus advice th
may resuit in the saivation of a seul. We do net r
alize the truth that mon are geing ta bell by the sci
but if God is, and if His truth is what it dlaims to e -ý
and we do net doubt it-Satan is adding each dayvl<
tums te bis kingdom of sarrew.

One word aise in réference te aur influence over tJ,


