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ARR OUR? NEIVSP.APERS NRJVSPAPERSI

llERE lie belote us tFe luti issues to band of vit-
lage weckly newspapers, tcwn weckies, and

clîy dalles, front various parts of Canada. %Va are
falrly warra.ntcd ln regarding these copies as average
specirnens of the issues front the respective ncws-
paper offices thraughout the year. Aiid it is matter of
congratulation for us, ln ibis young country, that our
average village, town, or city newspaper ls, on the
wbele, a shoot, be it little or grea:, of decent moralty,
average intelligence, and creditable enterprise, ac-
cording te clrcurnstances. WVrth a fair acquaintance
with thc newspaper press cf liritan and Anierica, wc
arenet afraid te say that eur Canadian news piper
Press can suifer nothing, in the points noted aboye,
in comparisen with thc Press cf eider, wealthier, and
better educated lands.

It is aur appreciation lif eut local and metropolitan
Press, and our desire te sec greater perfection
meched, that impel us te call attention te a very seri-

ous defect in the editorial management cf these
papers, with cnly fcw exceptions, a defect, indeed,
that considerably imperils their dlaim te bc, in any
truc and proper sense cf the word, entitled te bc
called complete newspapers.

What is a newspaper? It is flot a very far.fetched
concout that derives thc word ,w ru:om the initial
letters of the word, that denote the four cardinal
peints N(orth), E(ast), WV(est), ard S(outh).

W~hence a.-wi doth carne, If any woud discuss,
The leters of the -word teselve fI thus,
Ncws is contcytri by letter, word, or rnouth,
And cornes from North, Est, Wecst, or youth."

We find, in accordance with the abeve epigraru,
that, in one of eur leading dictionaries, a nevwspapor
is describcd as bting, "lA shecî af paper printed and
publishcd ai stated intervals for canveying intelligence
of passing events' White we dernur te WVorcester,
as in Uic abave definition, confining Uic mission of
thie ncwspapcr te rnercly cAranicling the events of the
day, wiihout comntenling on thern, yet, leven on this
low platfarm, thecims of many shoots now on our
table te b2e callcd veritable newspapers might well bc
challenged ; and, indeed, for the gaod cf onr political,
and sî(cular Press, ouglit in ai plainness cf speech, te
bce loudly and persistently chailenged till axnendnient
bc rmade in the necded direction.

The hisiorian, the r-vir, and the sftrarc brethren
in office. The historiant records the ceCLs already
past; tht ncwser paints events geing on ai the
present trne ; whiie Uic scer unfalds events te cerne.
Now we arc pretty sure that a historian who wrote
the history of Eugland, and icAt out Scotland, anid
took ne accouni of John Knox and his principles, or
who wrote the histery cf tbe Unite States and took
noe iccaunt cf the Puritanism cf New England, would
bce doscreditedl as net up te his business. Would such
a histary net b2e campared te the tragedy cf Hamlet,
Prince cf Dcnmark, with Hainlet left eut? And open
te the saine censure would bc ei paintor whe rok
groat delight and pains in depicting thc bouts, b2e.
grirned witbal by aud, of thosc wlip s4t, for their

pîctures, and who, rit the samel time, p.rsstentlY
lgn,,ted the face as of litti consequen ce. Whatever
Câlnese, who think so mucli of poople'à fret, would
say, an Intelligent crltic mould btng ln the verdict of
dciec:nt or monstrous art. ln vain would the painter
maintain thai lxsots.are an important appendage cf
his man, and thait the boots ef lits pictures were dent
wlth rcallstlc falîblulnesi. TIrai ray bc truc, inighi
bis censor reply, but faces are butore ct, and II
were boîter te do the eycs justice thaii the boots, If
justice cannot bu donc te botis. But If the artist coeuld
show that It pald hlm botter te pay attention te boots,
taud, and ail, as thero was a rage for that klnd cf
art, thon, white it rnight b. adrnlîted that the artist was
a tbrlfty tradesman, wise la cultivating what paid boit,
lu could net, with a serions face, bu nialntalned thai
these pîcturtes were truc art, or that tht maker of theni
was truc te naturc and is gret mission.

Now lci us irnagine that by sosie occuit agency a
weck's issue cf tht pollulcal Press of tht. Province
was wafted te soine remote star for tht ptrusal cf lIs
angelic Inhabitants, wbo bad expressod a desire te
know what was golng on aznong us on tbis ambitious
littie planet. On openlng paperafter paptr tbe starry
r=ders find cach one, accerding te its abillty and
sire, profcsslng te give an epîtorne cf the world's
news for a day or a week as the case miay bc. Let
us suppose thon that the angellc readers hald gel aver
the advertisoments, the short telegrars, and the ncws
items, thon wbaî next? Wel ber.are somecelurns
taken up with a striai. love stery. Then thera is a
page devoted te chois, sports, and amusements.
Editorials corna next, brlstling with epithets and ad-
jectives, neariy ail about sarnethlng tht editors tcrnn
"'the N. P." Therc am columnsofbhumour, columns of
fashion, çf frivolities, and aise et solid facts, from the
cbild t*.,it feUl eut of lis cradle and breke its nose te
the railie.y collision, or tht shipwreck. Then day
aller day, and weok, alter week, supposing these
angelic brcings are content te receive a 1- 4kly mail,
cornes the long, horrible, varied, unblush..sg record ef
suicide, murder, and adultery, heightcnmd occaslanally
by the sickening details cf seme trial for abortion or
seduction.

Now, aller reading througb, from beginning te end,
the tender, 12e bte on carth or ln the stars, will bu
ferced te admit îwe thinga, that tht lower extremi tics
of society-its boots-are rather dirty and unsightly
abjects, and thai eur ncwspapers, ln portraying tht
lashion cf the heur, devote themselvcs with extraordi.
nary faithlulncss te the painting cf socicty's boots,
mud and al]. Bui 1v- modern soclety ne nobler
parts? Wbcre is its hcad, and whcrc its divine oye?
Is Cbristianity a faci? Bas the Lord Jesus Christ
llved and died in ihis world ? Are }îîs people, Bis
doctrine, and Ilis principles te any exteat hore? Are
thero Christian ChurchesP Are tbey doing any good?
Bas their Master preniiscd te bu witb tbem , Is isa
promise fulflkfd? Facts arc facts ; and facta about Uie
head and.face are, ai Icasi, as good as facts about-the
feet and boots. There arc societies at work wbosc
airu is te cover our Dominion witii colporteurs and
goed bocks. Year by ycar eutvarius denominations
issue tht minutes ef their conférences and their annual
reports cf mission work. There arc beroic men tread-
ing in Uic footsîeps cf their Master, who arc teaching
and preaching or organizinZ, for God in the slums cf
the large chties, under the sun cf India, amid the dark.
riess cf Africa, oui on duir ewn prairies, and deep in
out backwoods. WVhy net abridge thc details cf Uic
horrible evidence in that seduction and aboriion case
te malte room for tht advontures cf some bold nus-
sianary ini the cause cf humanity? WVhy net give, say,
one-tentb, cf the space ihat was lately given te Han.
Iant te such men as Dr. Blaikie te tell people of dt
present position of the WVa1densian Church, and Dr.
Mitchell, who knows more about Indiz than any man
living since lit. Duffltoit us, to toll of the marks cf the
coming dawn ln that ancient land.

Whou we find eut Press giving, ai toast, equal space
and attention te tht progress of Christianiiy thati h
gives te the progress cf g;imbling and boating, whmn
we fid recordcd, in ai leasi equal space, thc say-
ings and deings cf good men as Uic sayings and
doings cf bad men, then. wil tue bu (orceid te acknow-
ledgetihai there is some approach te truc realistlc
painting cf Uic timos. But more thaui tis thc Prou
cf a Chrlsiiazi country oughi te 12e. IlThe question,»
says Mr. Èughes, M.P., whe is ncjw on a %isit te ibis
continient, "'tha goes te the rted cf ail. problems of
civilisation, of aul probleins of hma= lite Is 'what

tblnkyteof Christ?O The ime l upm ue when ilsat
question muet bu answered and can no longer bc
thrust aside, white we go, one te bis (amrnand anotber
te is merchandise Upon the answer dtpends Out
tuture-whether we shalh flcunder on under th. wmight
cf lncrcasing riches MIi ouf vaunted cîvîhization bas
broughi us ge utter anarcby, et whmtber wo shail rte
up ln new strength, casting oui thir, spirit cf mammon
ln the naine tisai braire ln pic« ticU Roman empire
and founded Chrlstianity on the riins. There have
been noble war cries, trith ibmpt thait bave led te
geatiIssues. Let this, thereforibe oeofth cries for
the future, IlA Christian Pross fot a Christian peopk"

.BAPTJZED INFANTS.

A S Isua ot Improbable tbid the Indistinct views te;

bu shareci by others, we think ht net amiss te give an
answer te bls questions, whicb aippeared la otir num.
ber 01 Augiast 27th.nu asaecfgae

z. AU baptIted Infants are ntl tt fga
itI lu "nqtresIl fundamnetal emrr te suppose that

b.ptismr bas anytIbg le do wîth t*nferrng salvatioin,
or that salvatlon Is a necessary adjunct* of baptisms
Rîtuallîts may teuch baptismal regenieration, qhat
baptlsmn Iloir oafà makes dia bapthsd petion "ra
Christian, a chlld of God, an heir cf heayvea,»and
puttsbhlm within t spbere cf savlni grace, 1-ut tic
Scriptures teachtisat union te Christ, by falUs ad the
Hely Spirit, aJonc savms Untess, therefota baptlaed
chlid bas t, aîd partakes of the lfeg'idng Spirit of
God, bie lu net la a stat cf savlng grace. Furtbcr, a
mani by faith cornes loto a state cf saving grace,
antecedent toanmd Irrespective of baptlsm. Quakers,
wbe are net b2pfied, may undoubiedy bu saved pet-
sens.

a. Therm is ne rcason fer baptlsing an aduli ihit
doces net apply te ait infant, and none for baptî:lng ma
infant that dec, net; apply te an adult. Bath are to
bc baptiued for the sanie reasons, whlcb may bu tisas
stated. (à> Baptism. Ilsignifies and seals out ev.jgrft.
Ing inte Christ ansd partaking of th-é btnefits theib
covenant cf grade and eut engagement te bu the
Lord'sY» Daptism, therefore, is a î:pw and irai çf
God's grace bestoweri in Christ, and cf the covenaci
muade wlth us ln BIlm. As such It is admînlstmred te
botm adults and infants. But Uic sign and ical! may
bu put upon a potion who is net a bellever, ln Uic
sense of being in a siate of grace, as la the case of
Simca Magus. Fer baptisma is made a moins of sel-
vation Il cnly by the blessing of Christ and the work-
ing of His Spirit i thoera that by faith receive I ht.
ThIs il truc afikeocf the adutt anmd the. Infant. Wstb.
out fath baptism, i ncet effectua! te salvatien. (2>
Baptisai Is te bu adrninistered net bucause a min or
an infant is la a state cf saving grace ; but becasa
there is ln Uic case of both Ila profiession of faith ln
Christ arnd ebedience te, Hua.» The only differuce
i. that while an aduli cultes profiession for blasa.»;
the profession is muade by t parent for Uic ifaut.
But a sincero parent (and cveryoem là.te bu deam» with
as if sincere) i net only biniscif in coveant, but th.
devenant l5 wxuh bits cbildren al3o (Acts fi. 39), sncb
infants are cf the khngdoin cf beavea (Matt. xix. i4j.
Tbcy are net unclean but holy (i Cor. vii. z4>, and
thus havea right tu Uic sign and àcal of the cotre-
nant. ThecIlhouse »of thbelicverhs to bebaptaed,
that is thc fmily (Acts xvi. 3 1). But t "bouse'0
includes the little cnes, even infants of eight dmys old
(GcnSu.s xvIi. 9 et seq. ccmpared with Gai. iii. 9.29).
Further, if patets fulfil Uic covenant on ibeir part
God bas proaxisea te busiow on their offspring cave-
nani blessings (Gen. xvii i 9; Eph. tri. 1-4). Hence
bapthsm, is a siga and sea of salvatien bestoed by
God la toms cf Hi. covenantina Christ lesus, thut is
te say, wbere there are Wath and obedience

3. A Proibylerian minisier mnay administer bap.
tisan te Uic child of any professing Christian, no mat-
ter te what denonation hie belons. But ordinarhy
lu i net for edificatlon, when a n là withins reach
of the Church with whic!s he Is connacid, te admina.
ister seaUig prdinance wiiboui Uic kzsowhedge mi
consent of thai Churcit, This la a matter of Chrisi.
tian eider anmd courtsy, Uie neglect cf wblcb would
Icad te confusion and bail feeling =nong Uie Churches.
A Presbytcciar minister dou not baptise the t.
tinta of thos who belong te no Churcb, becaas sucb
pesons are Mo jrofusi4 Chrisias. A mim May
bc a Chd"lln, but "ba dots anot catitle hlm ta reccg.
W"b by baptMm as a scem of the via"D Church.
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