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TIIK Bhin lai India are divided by the questloq
whether the water of the 1iasiges, their baly river, wil I
not Irise its sanctlty aller il lias been bandgeid avcr by
Euaropisans. _____

T isi movement in liritain for the Establismnent of
Public Caffce Houses, or "public bouses wihout
drink," wldens and deepeais. WVealtliy and benevalent
mp~ are siartis.g thern aIl over the country anid are
fanding tae icr gratification anid surprise that in a
vcry short time they are not only selfI.suppoing but
actually pay a haaidsome divadend on tlie money an-
vcsted. To succeed, bowevcr, thcy nîust have every.
thing ai the vcry best. Cold slopas-callcd by cour.
tesy teaand coffée-stale buns,and çheorles burround.
ings, sucli asa tco ofien have been found an teniperaince
establishments, woai't ernpiy the taveras ; but good,
cheery,cleanly,ccmifortable coffee houses,whcrc every.
ihIig can be had geod and aI moderato priccs,will. The
London auîd Provancial Coffce Palace Comapana, of
whicb the Eand af Aberdleae. as a directar, lias eleveai
establishments in London alone, and it as saad that
ai bail 50,000 people patronize iliese evcry week.
The largest yet tried was apeaied a iew wecks .-igo, aind
others are planned.

WVî suppose that by the liane these larnos appear in
print the sentence ai the Iaw 1.will have been carried
out on Robert De Coursier. Sucli cases bring up
vMr farcibly the transparent injustice ai havang ne
punishnîeait wliatever for wrangs such as Ibis poor
wreîch suffered nit the bands cf bis still anore wretched
brother. Se long as sucli a state oi the law continues
tliere will always accur, every naw and îhen,just such
tragedies as tbis De Coursier co, for sa long -as the
seducer gees scci froc as fair as law is concerned, se
long wilI private revenge find uts excuse, if net ils
justification. The great remedy, ai course, as ta maise
sa far the taie ai sentiment and feeling, aimong aIl
classes, as te tender sucla a wrcng impossible. B3ut,
lin the absence cf tbis, there oaight surely ta be somie
provision for bringing down the beavy hand ai the Iaw
upan sucli wrcîches as Edward De Coursier. I>erhaps
ihere are nat many quite as bad as hoe was, but there
are santie, and not by any means lin the lower raaiks
of liIk cuber, aatoriously not mnucl botter.

Tiiuît is dissaîisfactiaai in the Churcli ai Scoîîaad
with tlie preserit methad ofielccting minisiers te parisha
churches. An overture was submiuîted te the I>rcsby.
tery cf Haddingicn, ai a recent meeting, by Rev. John
Kerr, and lin support cf itl ho said : IlThat iî is found
that the campetitive prcaching nt preseni cusioanry
in the election ai miaisters te vacant parishes in the
Churcli of Scotland demorauizes the order -anad worship
ai the Churcli, degrades the offrce ai the aninister, dc.
ters; many ci the besi minisiers; iroi becoaiing candi-
dates fcr vacant charges, aind in many ailier respects
is a iaitful source ai scandai and division in the
Churcli.0 Mr. Sprotî, ai North Berwick, beli wiîh
Mr. KCerr "Ithai the present comapetitive sysîcm ci
prcaching and praying wais a scandaI." He dcnounccd
the presenit Act of Parliimenîazs "la mosi Erasîjan
enactmnent, and ane calling for amcndmaentII and lie
desired ta sec restcred Ilthe state cf things whicli
existed ai the Revolution Seulement, wben a board
cf patrons, consisting ci the heriors and elders,
elected the ministers.Y There is ne plan altogether
froc from difficulty ; but popular eleciion is about as
satisfactory as any plan that we have yeî heard cf.

Titz Presbyterian Churcl inl Canada need net
reckeat an recciving for any considerable time longer
pecuniary assistance froni the Churchos lin Scctland
The graxits from tlîe Churcli af Scaîland te Queens
Callege are, we observ, ta be reduced every ycar by
the murito ai a until tbe vote is extinguished. The
grant ta the Divinity Hall, Halifax, is te be discon-
uinued after two years, and ail theoaperations connec-

ted wltli arganlzcdi congregatlons lni the aider seutle.
talnts ai aur Eastern P'rovinces are ta be waind up
as speedlly as possible. WVe cannot for a moment re.
gret the resolutlon ilius taken. The Presbyterian
Churcl n Canada will do Its proper wvork aIl the anore
effectively by belng Idf ta is own resources. The
North-West reglc'n; are, noa doubt, fields af a missilon.
ary character, and ifthe Churches lai lritailai ella lni
tlac great Evangellstlc wark te bie dunc therc, as we
believe they ought, ihey will de ail for Canada whlch
any one cauld reasonably clîher cxpect or desire
Thaniclul for the generous sympaîhy and assistance oi
past days, Canadian l'resbyterians have, wo are sure,
na words ai romplaint over the prc.poscd withdraw.d or
thesegrants. They will rejnicc s.tilI ini the sympathy con-
tlnued, and if possible increased, and will uniy be tea
rejciced that the pecunlary Iîelp Is ne longer necdcd
and that they can be ce wcrkers witli the friends in
liritaîn in sending the Gospel ta the Ilregions bcyond,'
lai whicb multitudes front the aId land are now making
ilacir new homes.

Owl. Canadian civilization as aller ail flot so, ad.
vanced as many cf us thought it was. WVc wec
aware that we laid many dcvices prevalent among us
which,tbough calied by the convenient naine of "sport,n
were sinîply excuses for gambling and for allowing the
Ilkaiawing oncs » ta make rnoney ait the expense ofithe
stupidly vicious and ignorant. Taivcrn keepers and
othors miay get up walking matches ta bring grist ta
thecir awn anilis, aind rowing and racing encounters
still flourish wiîh the sanie gainbling taint confcsscdly
about iienail. Ai this was notoriaus enough, but
wc wcrc scarccly preparcdl for the follawing iteni ai
news wlîich appearcd in one cf aur Toronte papcrs
tlîe ather day: IlCocking Main.-The long talkcd ai
cocking main between Toronto aind Hamnilton came
off at WVoodstcck on Tuesday. There were scventecna
batiles faughî, cf whicli Tarante woni sixtcen, the
casterai na carrying off about $900 cf tic noncy af
those from the Ambitious City. The agreement was
te fighl ail the birds that fell in, anid as the Tarante
cnes were heavier and better bred than the Hamilton
fawl, there was a large mortality in the ranks ai the
latter. There was a fair sprinkling of Toronzo men
prescrtnt athei fight, whakh, 'as conducîcd in the
quictcst manner. The Toronionians returned ta the
city highly elated wiib their victory.Y W'e had thaught
that wo lad autgrown such doings, just as wc had out-
graîvn professianal pugilism. It seems not however.
ifsucli cruel exhibitions, misnamied "lsport," are flot
illegal, surely they ougbt te be.

TilE United Prcsbyterian Churca of Scotland is, ne
more than the Frie, witbout ils ecdlesistical, sensa-
lions, It had a good deal ai trouble with Rev. Diavid
Macrae and aIs. with the Rev. Fergus Ferguson, ai
Glasgow. The former, as masi of aur rcaidcrs aire
awareI was, put out oi the United l>rcsbyîerian
Church, and the latter apparently iali flot bie satisficd
tilI lie as treatcd in the samne fashian. H-is case came
up at tbe lasi meeting cf Synod, but simply on a sîde
issue with wlii.h, in fact, Mr. Ferguson land naîhing
wbatcver ta do. On a macre tcclinicality the matter
was shelved, but now we leara that Mr. Fcrguson, is
dissa:isficd with the manner an wbicb it was disposedl
ai. H-e as cspcaally indignant at Uic raatner in wbach
Dr. Marshall, ai Cupar Angus, spake and acted in
reference ta it. and bas, it scerais, made up bis mind
te bring charges ai " gratuitous slander " against Uic
doctor befare the Presbytery ci Pecrth, witb 'wbich
the doctar is connccted. These charges are as fallcws :
(1) Tliat Dr. Marsball utîered against bi in Uic
Synodacal Ccmmultee that deait witb Mr. Mlacrae a
f"gratuiteus siander»l i affirming iliat the position cf
Mr. macrale, ince cut off (rom the United Presbyterian
Churcli for beresy Ilwas an enviable positian coin-
pared with Mr. FergUSan'S;" (2) that therealler, in
the IlDundee Advertser," lie repeated thc offence
with such aggravations as made it clcarly actionable
at civil law; and (3) that ai h lb. hi meeting ai
Syncd, Dr. Marshall was again ai Ibis unwarthy wcrk,
that is, Ilgratuiteus slander."1 Dr. Marsball, as ail
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wha knaw him mtght have anticlpated, Is not back.
ward lni taking up the gauntiet thus thrown dowr. Hie
declares thait the charges are faise, and challeniges
Mr. Fergusan clîher to npolagite for rnaklng them, or,
alternatively, ta bring hlm to tla& bar of sme campe.
tent court, either civil or ecclesiastical, ta ansr" (or
the allegcd slatadcr. If Mr. Ferguson doi nelther,
Dr. Marshallîl "wll probably beel that a palnful race.
siîy as laid an hlm ta tike measures for vindlcating
hlm character.l" Mr. Fergusonisnfot a wltlesmmeady
for the contest. He intimates hlm intention ta support
is charges by evidence ln the Perth Presbytery,

Mlile at the sanie time hie cleclarea that the whole
que.%tion ai the .authenticity oi ccrtain documents and
publications, lin reicrence ta which daubts were ex-
presscd, may bce asly and finaliy setticd by a refer.
ence ta hinmsel. [le as flot at aIl anxious ta shelter
hiielf irom any consequences which may flow from
anything hie hias ever spolcen or written by niere
doubts about the authenticity or carrectnems of the
documents lni which thcy are recorded. Altogether
this gives promise af bccoming a very comïîlicated
and disigretable case, lin which inucli personal animrus
scems mixcd up with zeal (or orthodoxy and appar-
ently witlî samething very mucli the m~vi!re.

Tait. egghty-first annivcrsary ai the Religtaus Tract
Socicty finds thit noble organization increasingly
prospcroas and usclul. WVe leara frotn the report thit
dunang thc ycar the total circulation from the home
depot rcached 65,616,69o, of which 27,216,190 wcre
tracts, being an increase upon the previaus year cf
5,274,940. Tue issues fromn foreigai depots werc esti-
mated ai i2,000,00e, making a total circulation cf 77,-
616,69o, and ari1,930,958,44o since the fornmation of
thc Society. *Vhese are wonderful figures. On.,
tract lias aitea accomplishacd incalculable good. What
measurcless beneflîts mîust have flowed froni this vast
array 1 The total armaunt recivecf from sales, mis-
sionary receipts, and ail ailier sources was Over $750>.
oooe, and the total expenditure somcwhat less, lcaving
a balance in favaur ofthecSociety OfabolIt$:3,oe. It
is worthy ai rcmark that the total amouit, recetved
from subscriptions and ather contribuions, amnounîting
ta ncarly $125,000, was available for the mis3ionary
abjects cf the society, without any deductions.«Th
massianary expendilure exccded $20ooew, and con-
sisted of (oreign anancy gran!s, farcigit graxats of paper,
electrotypes and publications, grants te emigrants, te
domcsîic applicants; for tracts, circulating libraries,
school librairies, scamen's libraries, prison, police,
liglithause, ceasiguard, and workhouse libraries, and
grants te colporteurs. There is not a single depart-
nment of Home Missioaiary work which has flot thus
rccàvcd in-.aluable assistance. The Tract Society
bas ane pcculiar.ind va.luable feature.- It bas twade-
partments, ane publishing, canductcd on strictcst
business pritîciples; the other missionary, which is,
as in other secacties, bcnevolent. The a«airs cf the
Society arc sa well conducted that last year the pub-
lishing departinent, aller paying the entire manage-
ment ai the Society, yielded $75,ooe, which were de-
voîed ta tais benevoleait missionary aperatiens. l3csides
its work an England and Engiash-speakirig lands, thc
Tract Society is carrying on extensive operations ini
foreign counîtries. lIn France it bas published a new
series af tracts in connection with Mr. McAiIs mis-
sion. lIn Spain it has started arnewperiodical for thc
educated classes. In ltaly il lias published important
theological works and distributed large numbers ci
tracts anîong the soldiers. It bas assisted an Evan-
gelical periodical in Servi;, published a work on
Christian Evidences and nwnerous tracts lin Bulgaria.
In Syria a new illustratedl periodical lin Arabic bau
belen started. Ia China, Japa»., anad India it is doing
immense service in forming a pure anad Christi=n ver-
nacular literature Tiiese are but saimples of its gond
works. The press is being nobly utilized. ThrGugh
its instrumenlality Cbristiaas arm cnly beginning to
awake te a sense cf their opportunity and tbeir re-
sponsibility in this respect ; but there is already grand
promise cf a future brigliler and more powcrful fr
good than any age the world bas sece.


