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BY MARIE LX DAROX.

Woave the bright thoughis to and fro,
Alry throads of wondrous glow;
Faater, faster, shuttlo, iy
Through the alr, and enth, and sky.

Weuave a wab of thought-work fine
Through the woof of souls divine,
8oul of woman, soul of man,
Weaye thom by God’s perfeot plan.

Switlly files the sbhuttlo through,
To and fro In hoavon'a viow;

Fanoy weaves her rntnbow web,
Bralding in life’s endloss throad,
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CHAPTER XXIII.
THE LAYT HOUR,

¢ Tho markst.placo of the town of Bosse, the
Eediof place in the jurisdiciion of the Marquisde
Tremblals, presented a speotacie at onco pic-
Buresque and terrible on tho morning fixod for
execuiion of the Chevaller Sforzl.
Pushing his audacity and bravado 10 tho 0x-
me, the marquis had summoned, by sound
bt trumpet, all the surrounding viliegers to bo
present at the execution, 80 great was tho foar
jaapired by this redoubtable fendal tyrsat In
MEso mitds of his vassals and nelghbors, that,
Mo four o’olock in the morning, an immense
nd compact orowd flllod tho spot deslgned for
Bhe accomplishment of the sanguinary solemu-

§ In the middle of the market-place two sinis.
Ror and lugubrloits ohjects attractied all eyoe. Tuo
BR2irst. was a kind of swne plilar, neasly twelve foet
high, surrounded at iia bese by a narrow stand
o platform, reached by five wido slone siope,
and furnished, at about a quarter of its haight,
5- with & masive fron ring, solldly secured be-
 tween the Jolnts of the stone. This construction
S reprosented the plliory. The second obsect on
BE® wiich the goncral atlontion vas fixed was a
BEE gibbst of cak, painted black, with a ladder
AN reared against it
The crowd, contrary to its custom, was grave,
BER ellont, and self-restrained. Everybody present
B was well informed of the conduct of the che-
Ji valler at the catastrophoof Tauve, and folt both
¥ admirstion and sympethy for the young msu.
E  Atlength ashudder ran through the immense
f circle of spectators gathered about the plilory
E and thogiboets The tolling of bells annoanced
§ the approach of the victim ; Raoul,In company
with Benolst, io & kind of oart, was coming
from tie chiteau,
Twoocompanios, sach of one hundred armed
f men, preceded and followed .o funaeral cortfge;
[ the mamquls, in complete mell and
f mounied on a war-horso msagnificently han
B Perod, Tode with the rear giard.
Soaroely wero tlie gates of his chidteau clossd
behind him, than the marquis raised himsait
BE in his sUrrups, and looked before him with
[ suslalned atientiion, his eyes baving rested on &
e 000D Of horsemnen coming 10 moet him. Fear
BR logasurpriss or treason, he &t onoe commanded
S & halt, and then spurred forward with a doxon
k Of his menat-arms in the direction of the un.
B nown cavallere. B8nddonly a flash of fury
i Carled from bls eyes, as he recognized at the
B head of the advancing troop, Monsisur de Can'l-
§ had, the Governor of the Provinoe of Auvergue.
P Intha oourse of & few seconds the {wo max
BT s
p FJO {surds Ce ilbac, ia it 2" sald
2 (s Wamnls do 1a Tremblals, «T did pot ex-
i Dect cither the pleasure of bicnor of meetlng
o0 this moenlng!
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4} Ave hofiixg Bur XY bEvoriox X0 oFrxn Yoy,

« Bo assured, marquts,” replied tho Governor,
tsthat great as tho ploasure iz wbicth 1 ordi-
narily foel at mesting you, I would willingly
have givoa a thousand crowns racher than have
found myself on youor path this morning, con-
straluod as I am to act & m~st ridiculons part.”

« In what way, monsolgnoar "

« Yon can hardly fall to se¢, suarquis, that as
Governdr for his Afajosty of the Provines of
Auvergue, 1 cannot, witbou! sacrificing alt my
daties, suffer the royal suthority to be invaded.
Now, the execut:on of thia Sforzi constitates, on

yous part, the crime of Lse-mojesté—a violation |

of all existing laws, so msnifest that, 1f com-
mitted with my knowledge, I ahonld bo bound
to opposo it by all moans in my power.”

« With your knowledgo I"” ropeated the Afar-
quis do !a Tremblals, half in astonishment.
«t Pardlet. !—I do not think I have taken much
palos toooncesl my {atinlions ! You bave on'y
to ace for yourself.”

« 1 prefer, on the oantrary; to sce nothing,”,
replied the Governor, “and that s precisely ; be glad if you would still increass the strength
whby I am playing at this moment & highly zi. | of your guards. I knoy that such procaations

dloulous part.
gentlemen ke oursclvea would make a vory il
figare in coming to hostilities on account of tho
bapging of & mere nameless adventurer. This

'
I
'

«¥ou are pow, thep, continuing your jour-
ney "

«Proclgely; and X shovld be glad it—to
euable me io increase my distance from the
scone of your action—jyou conld make 4t 60D
venlent to delay this Sforzi's exccation for the
spaco of an hour.  You see it Is necessary for
me to taka a good deal of precantion, to avold
all chanco of being suspected at Court.”

The marquis roficcted awhile before return-
ing any answer.

« A your interests are In quostion,” ho said,
at longth, «a little moro ot less suffering to the
advouturer is of 80 moment. 8forzi can walt.”

« A thoasand thanks, mamuls, By the way,”
added the Goversor, +1 must not conceal from
you that tho noblosse of the province look with
anything but favorable eyos on tho excoution
of Sforxl, I therefore, on Iy OWD account
cspecially, highly approts of the foroc you havo
broaght in sight to<day, to insure the accom-
plishmont of your intentions., I should oven

It 1a clear, marquils, that two , Willlsy you open to,the suspiclon of Umidity,

but what does that matter, so long as your ob
Joct 12 safely atiainod
« Mongeigueur !’ cried the Marquia do Ia

belng so, to shisld my rospombllity, and at tho | Tromblata, who bad turned pale with rago &s he

samo Umo toavold interfering with your pro-
Jects, I laxt night—under pretext of going on &
totir of {nspection through the province—left
my government. My objeot In doing this s,

1n cae your prooecdings sbould create any an- | pect o of cowardice!

sleasant excitement at Court, to excuse my in-

~ction on ths ground of my bLelng ateent from | reduos them to sllence !

Uiermont.”

listencd to this suggestion of tho Governor's, ** &
am truly sorry ont to be able to gratify your
wishes. 8o, because I gu abroad socompaniod
as bofits my rank, those clodpoles dato to sus
Doath l—1 will prove
to them that my preacnoe alons Is sufliclent W
Not only will X not
Incrense my escort, bat I intend to diminish l'.‘

rotaining with me only as many men as will
be strictly necessary tokeep order {nthe crowd,
and proserve A clear apace about the gibbat”

# Ab, marquis, you cannot su ely mesn to
&act soimprudently 2

¢ What I say I do, monseigneurr.—Monsionr
ae Canilhac, I kiss your bands.”

Tho two gentloinen parted.

+ Fal.h |" sald the Marquis de Canilhac, as he
rode away, #1 tbink I have not ill-played my
part in this abominable comedy. I have more
than redeemed the promiso I made to Captain
de |[Maurevert—~to gain an hour's delay of the
execution of his companion in arms, The mar-
quis has fallen with tronderful readiness into
tho trap Iaid for his pride. Good!—he is send.
ipg back three.quarters of his esocort, keeping
with him bardly fifty men. Do Maurevert 15 a
rough antagonist, and—if ho only i fn time—
the Aifty men will bo no more than a monthful
to him. Y wourld willingly givo a couple of
thcusand crowhs to know that tho ma.quis h.d
beon completely baulked. Such an impudent,
hsughty, and cowanliy ruflan deserves, on &l1
accounts, to recelvo a severe lesson.”

Whilo tho Guvernor was riding away with all
speed, 80 &8 to avold comprouisiog his oca-
trality, Diane d'Tilanges and Lebardy, hiddien
in one of tho houses sorrounding the market.
piace, were the prey ofdeadly anxiety. In vain
bad Lehardy striven to dissuade his mistress,
polnting out to her theterribie consequences to
which her temerity mightexpose her, evenime.
ploring her upon his kneces to abandon ber
perilous projeot. Diane had resisted alike his
remonstrances and prayers, and had como to

At the first sircke of the paasing bell she had
almost lost consclousness; but, by a supreme
effort of wil}, she haad saucceeded in conguering
her omotion, and when the procession croesed
tho last drawbridge of the chiteau, resolved and
mistross of herself, she awalteqd with the une
oonquerable courage of despalr whatevor was to
happen. She was dressad {n the costume of &
peasant. Under his loosl &nd coarse pourpoint
Lehanly wore & coat of duall, A well-sharp.
cned polgnard was in bis bélt'; and ready tohis
hand he had a knotty bludgeon hardened (n the
fire. For foar of arousing suspiclon he had
not dared to furnish himself with a aword,

Summoned by a loud and impérative knock
at the ontar door, Lehardy cautlously drew the
bolt, and Captain do Maurevert, alto drsssod in
the cemplete costume of a mountaircor, entored
the cottage.

«Wall, captain,’” instantly cried Diane, «the
chovaller?”

«1s on his way, and will be hero before long.”

S0 many oonflicting and oconfused thoughts
agitatod the mind of Diane, that, fora momont,
sho wasincapablo of framing a second quesation ;
but ber despairing 100k interrognted the cap-
tain,

uAlas! my good demoiselle, said Do Maure-
vert sadly, «things are golng 1ll. I greatly fear
that dear Raoul will not moot the fate of my
other associales, but will bs hangea i'*

« Ab, captain, captain[?

«Don't distress yourself s0. What is the good
of lamenting before the timo comes ¢

sThere ts no further hope then 2”

« Yes and no. The doubtful point is—will
the ccapany of cuirassiers I have got togethor
out of tho mon put under my comriand by the
Marquis de Canithao arrive in ume t-—-bafory
the crime is accomplished ? [ hope, without
daring to trust.® .

« And If this company doos not arrive,” cap-
tain, whet wiil you do?”

o Why, of courso, X shall get rayself killed,
giving as much troublo as I can to ths men-ate
arms of the Marquis de ia Tremblais.'»

«On the prompt arrival or withholding of
this company, then, dopends entirely the suocess
of your enterprise1” - .
« Almost, madcmolsolle. 1 have, it is t~ue,
planted some of my most devoted peasants in
the crowd, but I plsoce litle rellanoco on thalr
asaistanoe, These people only know how Lo
pillage. And, on your side, what have you
done, mademoisalle 27

«Lehardy and 1 have called togsthar those of
the old vassals anad persons under obligation W
my mother, oo whom I thought we oculd dee
pend, atd have distributed them among the
crowd.”

« With orders to obey me "

« With orders to oboy whoever =alsca Lils
¥0l00 10 favor of the Ohevalier 8forzal *

De Msaurovers shook his head tn anything but
& satisfied manner,

s« All that s oot worth much(” he muttercd.
«Ah l—1f I Bad not sel 100 high & ransom oa

that scoundrel, Do Crojxmore, I might now

.



