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bold Cavaliers, anxious to gain a glance of approbation froui the
fair behiolders; many a lance had been broken, and many a
rider unhorsed in the broad arena wtxere bhey fought mimic bat-
dies. On a raised platforai, the queen reclined, beneath a gor-
geous canopy, surrounded by lier ladies. A young nan, of in.-
teresting appearance, advanced and knelt reverently nt ber feet,
wvhile a noble and beautiful lady threw over hie shoulders an
embroidered scarf, and presented to hum a sealed packet. Henri,
for it was hae, gracefully kissed ber hand, while ha poured forth
bis thanks for the gift bestowed.

Columbus bad represented Henri'is coflstancy and services
during the voyage, bis resolute adherence to tbe squadron when
one of the vessais deserted, and his' subsequent hravery wben
another was wrecked. Isabella wvas so pleased with this bistory,
that she resolved to signalise the day by conferring upon him the
bonor of knigbthood, and presenting irin witb a emall estate,
whicb had just reverted to tbe crown, by tbe death of the last
beir. Hae bad realised a large share in the golden favors of the
savage chiefltain on the Island of Hispaniola, a sutflciency to en-
able him to improve this estate, wbich wvas situated in the fertile
provine of Valencia, not far from the sen. *Re was flot destïned,
however, to attain the surninit of happiniess at once, or even to
revisit at this tinie his Irene. His country bad claims upon his
devotion and energy, in prosecuting the series of discoveries that
promnisfd to operg to Spain the wealth of the Indies,, and an em-
pire whose greatness sbould overshadow ail other Buropean pow-
ers. So, repressing bis ardor, he despatcbed a latter to, the lady
Irene, detailing bis fortunes, and nrn~aitied. with the courtly cir-
dles of Barcelona, wvhiIe the monarcbs nîaturad their negociations
with Portugal, and arranged the outfit for a second voyage of dis.
covery. Longingly as lie turned his eyes toward bis home, ha
feit that it did flot become the patriot to faltar in the service of
such, sovereigns, or the Christian to seek bis own ease, when
suchi men as Columbus called upon him to aid in igpreading (lie
light of the gospel among thea heathen ; for tbe great aim, the
great motive that'sustained Columbus, was the hope of being the
mens of illuminating the pagan multitudes that ha should find
peopling ,the vast regions of the Viestern World. Stili there were
timnes, whien the irrepressible longings of the beart, the desire for
coinpanionship, would assert their sway, when the beauty and
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